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THE BEMAAt. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Omoial R«Nrt af tiM Tlilrty.fMirtli StMiM.) 

VolimN XXXIV— Na. a. 

ProoMtNnga of the Bengal Legislative Ceuneil assamMed under the 
provisfofis of the Covommont of liMNi Aote 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in thd Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on ThuiMlay, the IHbh rebruaiy, 1930, at 2-30 p.m. 


P r o oo nt : 

Mr. President (the Hon’ hie Uaja Maxm.vtha Nath Ray Cuac- 
DHCHi, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the 
Executive Council, the three Hou’ble Ministers, and 88 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oaths or affirmatiofis. 

T^ie following members made an oath or afBnnutiou of their 
allegiance to the Crown : — 

Mahuruja Sris Chandra Nundy, of KuNimlHiSttr. 

Mr. Alexander Douglas Gordon. 


OliitiMry ftoforiiieo. 

Mfe PRUIDINT: Gentlemen: It is with great regret that I 
liave to refer to the death of Mr. A. W. C>)ok, c.i.E., who was 

a nominated member of this CViuncil in July and the early part of 
Angmt, 1929. He held charge of important flbtricta of Bengal, uvaa 
•tthaeqnentiy a Commissioner and held the important post of Member 



u 


QUESTIONS. 


[20th Fiai, 


of the Board of Revenue from December, 1928, until tbe 14th instant 
the day of his death in Calcutta. He also rendered military duty in 
the Great War in 1918 and 1919 having been granted a Commission 
in the Indian Jjabour Coips for service overseas. For his valuable 
servic^es and devotion to duty he was made a Companion of the Order 
of the Indian Empire in 1917. 

I am sure that membem will desire that a message of their 
sympathy shall be conveyed to Mrs. Cook in her sad bereavement. 

I will now ask members to endorse what I have said by kindly 
rising in their places. 

(All the members then rose in their places.) 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretary will 
please take the usual steps. ' 


Starred Questions 

(to wNoh oral ansurers were given.) 

Hostel for lliitiaiiiiiiaclafi girls of the Eden Girls’ Sohool, Daeoa. 

*52. Nawab KHWAdA HABIBULLAH: (n) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(t) that there is no separate hostel accommodation for the Moslem 
girls studying in the Eden Girls* School, Dacca; and 

(it) that eight Hu<’h girls are at present staying with the Hindu 
girls, to the inconvenience and disadvantage of bothP 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of having a 
separate hostel for the Muhammadan girls of the said school? 

MINISTER in olMUge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’hle Mr. Khweja Nazimuddin): (a) (i) Yes. 

(»t) Yes, there are eight Moslem girls; they are living on quite 
friendly terms and no complaints have been received. 

(h) No, 

Mmilvi TAMIl^llDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether making of provision for the aecommodatieii 
of Moslem girls is at all the concern of the Education Departmmiif 
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IIh HwiWa Mr. KHWAJA NAIIMUOfDINt T«8. 

IlMlIvi TAMIZUDOiN KHAN: Will the Hon'Ur |[ini«t«r be 

plemted ti) Htate why the Government has not yet made any iHiiparate 
provision for hoi^tel for the girli of the Mcmleui oominunity? 

Tilt Hon^hlt Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUODIN: It is not required. 

Mmlvi ABDUL KARIMS Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state if there i« sufficient uc(*ommodiitiou in the existing hoetel for 
nil clanses of pupils? 

The Htn*lilt Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDINs Tea. 

Mtlllvi ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister he ]deased to 
state for how many students is there accommodation in the hostel? 

The Hon’bit Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDINs 1 would ask for 
notice. 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon^le Minister he pleased to 
state what should l>e the nuinl>er which would necessitate the erection 
of a separate hostel for Moslem girls? 

The Hon’Mi Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDINs It is difficult to tell 
what accommodation will lie required for a new hostel now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is: what number would induce 
Government to have a separate hostel for girls? 

ThI Hon’Ma Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDINs It is difficult to 
answer. I am not prepare<l answer it, 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Will the non'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he does not consider that parents and guardians of 
Moslem girls v<tnM prefer to have their girls brought up in congenial 
surKunding according to the tastes of their community'? 

Mr. PRBilOEliT: I am afraid this is a matter of opinion. Ton 
cannot ask for an expression of opinion. 

TIm Hmi'M# Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDINs I do not see any 

» deairahiUty of having separate hostel accommodation for Moslem 
girls. 
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Mr. A. K. FMUUL ttUft WiO Hon’ble HioMtor be pleaeed 
to Ktute the reamoB for not considering the desirability of baring 
eeparate accomiiimlotioii for Unhannuidan girisf 


The Hanlrt* Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDOINi So far no proposals 
lor separate tuToiiimodation for Muhammadan girls hare been put 
before GoTernment. 

Mr. A. K. f AtL<UL HUf ! Will the Hnn’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there is any desirability of a separate institution? 


The HM'hie Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUOOIN: It is a request for 
action. 

Mw dlTINpBALAi lANNfRdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if any (•omplaints have Wen received from either 
Hindus or Muhummadan.s a|raiii»t their accommodation in the same 
iiofitdl F 

Tte Hoii*bl« Mr. KMWAJA NAZIMUOOIN: No. 


Mr. P» N. QMHAS Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state 
if Government in contemplating rem<»val of the present K<len Hostel 
out of the oougested aide (if Dacca F 

Tht Hon’Mt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUOPIN: This does not arise. 
It is quite a seiwrate subject which has nothing to do with this 
<]luestlon. 


Ordtrs iNMiibiting ilit hoMiiig of mtetingt in certain irtaoti 
in jMora. 

«S3. Mnuivi SYCO MMLUODIN HAtHEMYl (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleated to 
aiate whether it it a fact that the District Magistrate of Jeatore hat 
promulgated an order under tiM'tion 144, Criminal Procedure Code, 
prohibiting thereby the holding of meetings in Bagherpara and 
fialihha police-ttatihnt and other placet in the dietrict of JeeeortF 

(b) It it a fact that <he orders were issued in connection wi^ the 
BandabiUa Union Board boycott campaign F 



QUBSTIOSrS, 





« W le it a fact that a public maatiiigr was bdd at ShimaJcbali ta 
Si^Hia ^ic 0 -«iation <m tba 20th January, 1080, undar tba pratidency 
ul itta Vice-Chairman of the JeeAore Diatrict Board? 


(d) Is it not a fact that the announcement was to the effect that 
it would be a religpous meeting? 

(e) Is it a fact that speakers from Calcutta, Head Mauivi of 
Benodepur High English School (Jessore), and other speakers of 
different places spoke on the utility of the Union Board? 

if) If the answers to (fl) and (e) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon 'Me Member he pleased to state whether the speeches were not 
in violation of the injunction under section 144. Criminal Procedure 
Code? 

(ff) If the answer to (f) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state what action, if any, the Government 
propose to take ogainst the organisers and speakers of the said 
meeting? 


MEMBER in eluirgt of POLITIOAL DEPARTMENT (thi Hofinilo 
Mr. A. N. Moborly): (a> The District Magistrate, Jessore. promul- 
gated an order under sei tion 144, Criminal PnHwlure (We, on the 
28th DecemWr, 1929, prohibiting within the Kotwali. Kaliganj, 
Bagherpara and Snlikha police-stations of that district, the holding 
of meetings with a view to carrying on a propaganda against union 
boards and to creating general diHaffeclion against Gf»vernment. 

(h) Yes, 

(c) Yes. Muhaiiunadans only were invited and attended. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The speeches were not in violation of the order under sei^tion 
144, Criminal Procedure Code. 

(g) Does not arise. 

MBiffti BHAMBUODIN AHMBDl Will the Honlde Member be 
pleased to state the exact order that was promulgated under seetioo 
144, Criminal Procedure Code? 

Thi MililMi Mr. A. N. MOBlRLYl I am prepared to lay a copy 
of the order on the table* 
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IS QUESTIONS. [2fhB¥mL 

Mw JITENOflALAL BANNEMiES WiU the Hon’Ue Meatm 
be pleai»ed to state whether order was against the holding of meet* 
ings os Htich or the holding of meetings of a particular character f 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLYi 1 have already promised to 
lay a copy on the table. 

Mauivi EHAMtUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state w-hether the order was applicable only against the 
Hindus or to allf 

The H0fi*Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have already said that a 
copy of the order would be laid on the table. When this has been done, 
members will be able to read it. 


Muilim and non-Mutlim minietenal oRloeri in the Chittagong 
Dhritien. 

Khan Sahib Mayivi BAZLUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing, district by district in the Chittagong 
IKyision, the present number of — 

(t) Moslem, and 
(tt) non-Moslem 

ministerial officers in each of the offices of — 

(i) the District Magistrates and Collectors and their subordinate 
courtei 

{ii) the District Judges and their subordinate courts; 

(ill) the Superintendents of Police; and 
(it) the Comiuisskmer of the Division? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to lay on the table another 
statement showing the number of — 

yi) Muhammadan, and 
(tt> non-Muhammadan 
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aplirfiiiiiiftiits made daring the laet 3 years in tlie ofBees referred to in 
(a) legether with the educational qualificaiioiis of the incumbents f 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that there are many qualified 
Musaalman youths seeking employment as ministerial ofilcersf 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether there is 
any Government order fixing the maximum and minimum number of 
seats for the Mussalman ministerial officers both in the permanent and 
temporary establishments P 

(«) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the number 
and date of such orders? 

(/) Is that order ohse ned in all cases? 

(g) If not» what action, if any, does the Government take for non- 
compliance with the oi-ders? 

(A) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing an 
order for the ob8er\’an(‘e of the orders without breach in future? 

(i) Is it a fuel that the Government have recently passed orders 
reserving 45 per cent, of the appointments in the Bengal Civil Service 
and other higher offices for Mussalmans? 

0) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of 
re8er\'ing seats for ministerial officers and other appointments for 
Mussalmans either — 

(i) in proportion to the population of each district; or 

(ii) aci^ording to the standard fixed for Bengal Civil Service and 

other higher appointments? 

MEMBER in oiivgf of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tlio 
Hon’tolo Mr. A. N. Moborly): (o) and (A) Statements are laid on the 
table. 

(c) Tes. 

(d) No maxima have been fixed. The minima have been shown 
in statement I so far as offices in the Chittagong Division are concerned. 

(e) A statement is laid on the table. 

(f) No case of non-obtervance has been reported. 

iff) Does not oriee. 

(A) No. 

(i) Tea. 



m QUESTIONS. [20rH P» 

O') Govemmeiit hare at present no intention of revieing the ordm 
in loroe. 


Statement referred to in the reply to dames (n), (b) and (d) of 
starred question No. 54. 


Statement I. 

Statement showing the present number of Moslem and non-Moslem 
ministerial officers in certain offices in the Chittagong Dmsion: — 

















i0|| QinsTioiirs. ii 

■ JStatmmt referred to in the reply tio clamtee (a) end (6) ef 
ttarred quettion No, 34, 

STATcmatT n. 

Statoment ahowiug tbe number of Muhamniadanii and non-lfuham« 
madans appointed in certain offices in the Chittagong Division during 
the years 1926-28 together with their educational qualifications: — 

Ktuithfr of MttIuunauMiMM Nniulwr of 
*piK»tnt<>d dttrtif atijpulatod durtai tM 

Nmihw of oIBcet. yooit 19SS«SS wItE thiif yoont itot^SS wtthiJMlf 

fdocotkitMl qtMtlfSooUom, oducotloiul 


1. OflUv of the C\>miiiliikm«r, Ctiittoiont 
DhrMoa. 

I Xatrioiiate 

I Ii. A. 

Ka 

S. 0«oe of Um Dlotriet lUciitnto, ('hfite- 
goat, (ncltidfot the •obordinate muftf. 

1 a. A. 

10 Xatrfrulatea. 

1 >*oo*llatffntlate. 

12 

1 I. A. 

18 Itatrkulate*. 

14 

8. OfBn* of the Dlftrtct Mogletrate, Tlppen, 
tadudiof the atiliordioate court*. 

1 KoR'Matfictilate 

2 Uatrtrttiatea. 

3 I. A*. 

6 

1 NoO'llafrirtilate. 

3 UatrltnUaie*. 

2 1. A*. 

« 

4. O«oe of the Dhtrirt Noa- 

khiil, larludlog the •uhordinate courta. 

2 B. Ai. 

1 1. A. 

1 1. He, 

2 MatrkttJatce. 

1 I. A. 

1 B. A. 

’ll 

8, OSlee of the Dnraty CammMuiMt, Chit' 
tsmoim Hta Tim, incMlng the tab- 
orotoi^ eottfta. 

1 5oo-ICatri«alate 

1 MatrlciiUie. 

«. Oflke of the Dtatrtet Jodce, Chttlaeaiif. 
iadodlai the rabonllikMe eowita. 

4 MaUkiBotee 

8 I. Aa. 

4 Ifatrimlatea. 

4 1. Aa. 

5 

7. OSk» of the DMrfft Jodfe. Tlppen, 
iMhonfalf the aiihardliiele t»wl^ 

8 Koo-llatfieiSetee 

0 Metftetttelet. 

8 I. Aa. 

14 

1 Ifatrlniiotae. 

8 a. Aa. 

1 1. Se. 

n 

a CWkc of the DMifet JoSe*. Hoakhell, 
iMl«dli« tin rahonlliielt eowit. 

1 

f Xatxkttlotee 

1 B. Alb 

I Metilcnltle. 

1 Boo'jlotflailete. 

S OMee of the SnpeHstaedeBt of Fottw. 
Chittaene. 

1 XeUkiCate 

1 pMMd I, A. (Mee If- 
aiM4). 

1 M aUlMlote 

• 

3«. Oftw el m of fOllee, 

m 

• 

Fa 

11. JSnt the SopolKtaaSMt of Miet, 
XohkhalL 

*t Ifatiinrtetft 

jia. 






22 QUESTiOFS. l2(kBFmi 

Statement ref erred to in the reply to clause (e) of starred question 

No, 54, 

Statement III. 

Stateiueut showing' the numbers and dates of (Government orders 
£xing the minimum number of seats for the Mussalman ministerial 
officers both in the permanent and temporary estahlishments under 
Oovernment : — 

(1) letter Nos. 1984-1987 A.D., dated the 28th October, 1925, to the 
Commissioners of the Dacca, Chittnjronff, Rajsbahi and Presidency 
Divisions. 

♦ 

(2) lictter No. 16776A., dated the 2nd January, 1926, to the Com- 
missioner of the ChittafTon^r Division. 

(3) Letter No. 1276 A.D., dated the 11th June, 1926, to the Com- 
missioner of the Burdwan Division. 

(4) Memo. Nos. 20800-2081 3 A., dated the 9th November, 1926, to 
the several departments of the Secretariat. 

(5) Memo. Nos. 19196A.-19214A., dated the 7th November, 1929, 
to the Commissioners of Divisions, heads of deportments, and certain 
departments of the Sei’retariat. 


Ohamlaiui riirar. 

*58. Mavivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANi (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Deimrtment be pleased to state 
whether any decision has been arrived at with regard to the scheme for 
the improvement of the river (^handana in the district of Faridpur? 

(h) If so, what is the decision? 

MEMSiR in otiwgt of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (Dm 
Hon*Mt AlhMil Mr AMtHcarim Chumavi): (a) The member is 
referred to the tm#wer to starred question No. 37 asked by him at the 
meeting: of the Beng:a{ liegislative Omncil held on the 11th February, 
1929. The alternative scheme referred to therein is now under 
iiivestigration. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Maillvj TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’hle Member be 
pleased to state when the Government expect to come to a decision on 
this question f 

Xha Hwi'Mt MMt Mr AROELKERIM OHUZNAVIt I hm 

nothing: more to add to the answer. 



QUESTIONS. 




ts 


Ommi mmgimmi ftr itfrt. 

m Kliaii BaMbr Maulvi HAFIZUE RAHMAN CHAUDHURIi 

la the Haa'ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware— 

(t) that the location of the District Judge at Pabna causes inoon« 
venience in the presentation of motions from the decisions 
of 27 union courts established throughout the district of 
Bogra: and 

(u‘) that the inhabitants of Bogra have made reflated representa* 
tions drawing the attention of Government to their ineon* 
venience and hartlship under the present arrangement of 
the Judicial administration in the sessions district Pabna 
cum Bogra? 

MEMBER in ehtrga of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (IN Hon’blo 
Mr. A. N. Moborly): (i) It is probable that inconvenience is caused, 
but during the year 1929 only 7 applications under section 88 of the 
Village Self-Government Act from Bogra were Bled l>efore the District 
Judge. Pabna is about 10 hours* journey from Bogra. 

(it) Yes. 


Agrioyllural Iralning In rural artii. 

*57. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS (a) Will the Hon hle 

Minister in charge of the Education Department l)e pleased to state 
what steps, if any, have Wn taken by the Goveniment to give effect 
to the scheme for imparting agricultural training to Imys in the rural 
areas by getting agricultural classes opened in middle and high English 
•chools, as contemplated in the order No. 4889-Edn., dated the 19th 
December, 1927, of (he Ministry of Education? 

(b) How many teachers have been deputed to take training at the 
Dacca Agricultural Farm and how many of them have already (om- 
pleted their training and are employed in schools with agricultural 
claesesP 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what will lie the 
total amount necessary to train the full number of teachers to work 
out the scheme and what portion of the same has been provided for in 
the next year’s budget? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) bow many schools are expected to take advantage of the 
scheme and are prepared to open agricultural classes ; 

(»t) bow many boys are likely to join these classes in course of the 
next five years; and 

(itt) what will be the total expenditure and what poKion of it will 
be contributed % the Govenuneiitf 



Qvmnom. 

mt HM’Mi Mr. KHWAM NAZIMUDDIilS ( 0 ) Teadien m 
bemgr trained at the Agricnitnra! Training School, Dacca, cm the lines 
indicated in Government order No« 4839-Edn., dated the 19th 
December, 1927. 

(b) The training class was opened in January, 1928. Fifteen 
teachers were deputed lor training in January, 1928, Id teachers in 
danuaty, 1929, and 15 teachers in January, 1930: altogether 45. The 
training course extends for a period of two years. The first batch of 
15 teachers have completed their training and will return fto their 
respective sf^hools this year where they will start agricultural classes 
within the current academic year. 

(c) Bs. 1,78,793: Rs. 26,636. 

(d) (i) 60. 

(ri) 3,000. 

(ill) Government will expend in all Rs. 3,02,975. It is not possible 
to estimate what non-Govemment expenditure will be. 

Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
he pleased to state if he considers that 15 teachers annually are quite 
sufli<‘ieni to meet the requirements of all the schools? 

TN Hon'bio Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: This was decided by 
my predecessor. 

Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state what steps the Government proi)ose to take to 
popularise ibis scheme or at least to make this scheme quite well known? 

Tilt Hon’llli Mr. KMWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Each year schools art 
selected and recjuested for nomination of teachers and it de)>end8 very 
much on the scthools coming forward to agree to the provision of open- 
ing agricultural atkeols and providing land later on. Before we can 
take any more students there must be more schools ready and willing 
to provide land for these agricultural experiments. 

Mr.dlldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government is aware that the existence of the 
scheme is not even known to the authorities of the schools in the 
mufassal ? 

Hm HMlNe Mr. KMWAdA NAZIMUDDINl A 

every year to all the acho<As. 


ctreular is eeiii 
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QUESTIONS. 


AMnistritiM of |wUeo in TmcoH. 


W - 


* 18 . Manliri MUR RAHMAN KHAN lUtUPJI: Will th» 
Hom’We Member in charffe ol the Judicial Department be pieaaed to 
lay (» the table a statement showing, year by year, for the last five 
years (up to December, 1929 )— 

(i) tbe total numlier of original civil suits of which the vuluea- 
were over Rs. 2,000 in the different ciril courts of the 
^ Mymensingh Sadar ; 

(it) the total number of such original civil suits that went from; 
the Tangail subdivision alone; 

(til) the total number of such suits that went up to the My men- 
singh District ("oiirt from tlie Munsifs* courts of Tangail 
on the ground of want of jurisdiction; 

(ir) the total numlier of civil np^ieuls preferred in the District 
Judge’s Court; 

(r) the total numlier of civil appeals from the Tangail sulKlivisioit 
alone ; 

(vi) the total number of the Sessions cases that came up for trial 
liefore the District and Sessions Judge, Additional District 
and Sessions Judges and Assistant Sessions Judges, of 
Mymensingh ; 

irii) the total iiumlier of the Sessions cases that went there fronr 
the Tangail suMivision alone; 

(rtii) the total numlier of criminal appeals instituted in the courta 
at the Mymensingh Sadar; and 

(f>) the total numlier of <*rimintt] appeals that lielouged to thcr 
Tangail suIkH vision alone? 


The Hen’Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: A statement is laid on the- 
table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred qncition Xo, 68. 


It«ai Ho. 

tm. 

IMM. 

Iff?. 

1999. 

1999. 

T«l«l. 


<0 


&f0 

MA 

671 

699 

IMMO 


«« 

&7 

m 

77 

76 

91 

999 


m 

CmhmA b« aMneftaiiMNI. 





m 

1301 


1.9ft 

tjm 

1,707 

9.919 


It) 

tto 

m 

m 

tot 

971 

1.190 


(to 

IW 

IS7 

tto 

fti 

991 

IfitO 


(tIO 

tl 

tl 

to 

99 

16 

119 


iwUQ 

4fi 

♦» 

m 

tJO 

449 

9.109 

Apiwiti biltfR tiM Btottuto Coott* 


m 

t4« 

S74 

Ml 

919 

1441 

Urn Amiornl tHotikt 


n 

KM 

KM 

79 

M 

499 

Appmk MMft Urn Btmlm ComL 



71 

79 

97 

ii 

961 

AMMiJt twftmi Hit ASiMImot tMottkO- 



M QUESTIONS. [20th Fm. 

:2-45 p.m. 

Miiilvi NUN RAHMAN KHAN RUtUF^IS With relamce to 
^mwer to item (lu) will the Hon’ble Member be pleaeed to state when 
the figures wanted to my question will be arailablef 

Tim Hnfl'Mn Mr. A. N. MORERLY: The figures cannot be ascer. 
tained, because plaints are returned to plaintiffs when the court finds 
that suits are not within its jurisdiction. All {daints so returned ore 
not filed before superior courts — many are compromised and in some 
<rBses the plaintiffs cannot find money for prosecuting the suits with 
higher c/ourt fees. Some of the plaints returned are ^ed again before 
superior courts with higher court fees but the number even of these 
<jnnnot be ascertained without examination of all the records pending 
nnd disposed of in the 8U|)erior courts for these years and even then 
the result of the examination will not be accurate. 


KapoUklhi rivtr. 

Mauiwi dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware that the river 
Kapotakshi in the district of Jessore is about to \ie silted up? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that several steamers of the 
B. I. S. N. & Trading ComjMiny ply on that river from Jhinkargacha 
<lhat to Kapilmuni ? 

(c) Is the Hon*ble Member aware that the said steamers cannot 
properly ply on account of shallowness of the river from Jhinkargacha 
to Bankra in the district of Jessore? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of excavating 
nnd widening the said river from Jhinkargacha to Bankra to improA’e 
the steamer route? 

Tht Hofi'blt Allmdl Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) Yes. 

{h) Yes. 

(r) GovemniftAt have no information. 

(d) No. Schemes for the improvement of the river were investi- 
gate by this Department and referred to the Collector of Jessore for 
action under the Bengal Agricultural and Sianitary Improvement Act, 
1220. It is for the parties interested, if they desire the improvement 
of the river and are prepared to pay for it, to move the Collector under 
section 3 of the Act. 

Maylvi EYED MAdID BAKtHs Is the Hon’ble Member aware that 
there is still a scheme called the Tahirpur Scheme for the improvement 
5f the river? 



1^] QUESTIOXa „ 

»• AlhMi Sir AIDeLKfRIM CHUZNAVIi Ym. 

*•^1 tYED MA4ID lAKSH: May I know wh.n the Government 
win take up the scheme? 

Til* Hoifbl* AIMJ Sir AIOELKBRIM CHUZRAVIi I am afraid 

It w not poaaiUe to anawer a qneetion like that. It con Ite token up 
under the Sanita>nt* Imprcivement Act. 

Mralvi SYEO MAJID BAKSHs Is the Hoti'ble Meiulier aware 
!that it can be taken up under the Canals Act? 

TiM Hofi’ble AllMdl Sir ABDBLKERIM CHUZNAVI: 1 have 

nothing more to add to my answer. 

Maulvi SHAMiUDDIN AHMED: With reference ti> (r) will the 
Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether Government thinks it its 
duty to secure information? 

Tha Hofi*blt AIHmIJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI t No, liecause 

it is not likely to serve any useful puqiosc*. 

KhwiwIiMs in Khiilna Sundarbiiit. 

«B0. Manfvi SYED JALALUDDIN HAIHEMYl (a) Will the 
Hon*ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department lie pleased to 
eUte — 

(t) the period of lease of khaamahais in the Sunderbans especially 
those situated in the district of Khulna; and 

(iV) the nuinlier of khasmahals and the area of the — 

(1) cultivable kbas lands, and 

(2) khas char lands, 

in the said district ready for settlement? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government intend to settle these lands 
with persons other than the xamindars and big land owners? 

(i ) Will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to state whether it is in tha 
oontemplation of the Government to settle these lands piecemeal with 

tha— 

(1) poor middle class bhadraloks, and 

(2) cultivating classes. 


iMt advantagw>us terms? 



» QUESTIOKS. l2XkuftB. 

(d) la there any prospect of any new settlement of the khasmahala 
m the Snnderbans area in 1930? 

ie) If the answer to id) is in the aMrmatiTe, are the Ooremment 
considering the desirability of inviting the attention of the public, by 
clearly stating the area, the locality and the terms of the lease? 

MEMBER In efiirge nf REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tlit HanlNt 
fir Provilll Olllflldnr Mitur): (a) (i), (H) (1) and (2) The member is 
referred to Appendix IX, pages 164-176 of the Khulna Settlement 
Report, a ropy of which is laid on the library table, and Mr. Ascoli’s 
history of the Sunderbans. 

(h) There are no new khas lands for settlement in Khulna. 

(c) (1) and (2) Do not arise. 

(d) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Boyndary batwMii Oaooa and Partdpur. 

*01. Mavlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department W pleased to state 
whether the course of the mail steamers’ line in the river Padma is 
regarded as the Iniundary line between the distri<t8 of Faridpur and 
Dacca? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
MeniWr In* pleased to state whether the following mauzas now under 
the police-station Rajubari, district Dacca, have l)een on the Faridpur 
side of the said Inmndary line for the last 4 years: — 

(11 Mitter char, 

(2) Adwn Maiiirabad, 

(3) Boyarnmra, 

(4) Bir Maishan, 

(51 Charmohan Bureswar, 

(6) Dular char, 

(7) Char Kachikata and others? 

(r) If so, why have not these inauxas been transferred to the district 
of Faridpur? 

(d) Does the Government intend to take any action in the matterf 

Tht fir PWVABH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) The nuda 

itream of the Padma is the boundary. 



QUESTIONS. 


l|i.] QUESTIONS. it 

' i^)> (*) «od (d) The Collector of Faridpor and the Svbdivieional 
Ofi^er, Monshiganj, have been asked to make the usnal annual verifl- 
«a^ <rf the boundary. On receipt of their report*. neceMarv action 
Will be taken. 


Maillvi TAMIZUODIN ICHANs Will the Hon’ble Meinl>er be 
pleseed to state when the Collector of Faridpur and the Kubdivisional 
Officer of Munshiganj were requested to wake the usual verification? 

Tlia Han’IMa Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I want notice 
of that question. I am not in a position to answer the quest ion as 
I am not the Member in churjre of the IVjHirtinent dealing’ with 
Jurisdiction. 


Propoeaft for oharitablt ditponsariet in oortiin troit of Jcnorta 

•82, Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) With reference to the 
reply given to .starred c|ue«<iou No. l(W(h) o< the meeting of the 
Bengal liCgisIative Council held on the 2nd April, 1929, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Ix»cal Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether the four offers of substantial donation for 
the establi.shinent of charitable dis{>eiisaneH reiteived by the District 
Board of Jessore from private parties which were under conKi<leration 
of the Iniard at tliat time have lieeii accepted? 

(b) If the answer to is in the negative, will <he Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state why all or any one of them have lM»en 
rejecited ? 

(c) Ls the Hon’ble Minister airare that all the areas which were 
meant to be served by the dispensaries are extremely unhealthy and 
suffer for want of medical aid? 

MINISTER in ehvga nf LOCAL SELF^OVERNMSNT DEPART* 
MENT (tlM Hon*liM Kumar 8hib Slitkiiarararar Ray): (a) The four 
offers were as foHow.s: — 



Rs. 

(1) Jangnlbadhal 

... 10,000 

(2) Jatrapur 

... 10,000 

(3) Ooga 

... 2,000 

(4) Amritabaxar 

... 2,000 


Offer No. (1) was subeequeatly increased to Bs. 15,000, vis.. 
Be. 6,000 for land and buildings, and Bs. 10,000 to be invested in 
Oovemment seonrities, the interest to be ntiHsed in inearring the 
recurring expenditure. This offer bas since been aecepM by tlm 
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QUESTIONS. 


[2(hrHFxs« 


Diftrict Board. Regardifigr &) (3) the board haTO paaeed reiolii- 

tions asking the local people to state and guarantee their oontributi(ms 
towards the recurring charges. As for (4) the Amritabasar people 
themselves started a dispensary after the offer and have applied for a 
grant-in-aid which is still under the consideration of the board. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) Medical facilities are as much in request in these parts as in 
the rest of Jessore district. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to remind the District Board regarding their duties to 
Amritabasar? 

The Hofi'ble Kumar SHIR 8HEKHAREAWAR RAY: I to 

submit that it is not a proper question. It is a request for action. 

Mir. PRESIDENT: The object of a question may be to press for 
action. 

The Hofi’ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I submit to 
your ruling. In that case 1 might say that the matter will be referred 
to the District Board. 


Umtarred Queatiofia 

(anawert to whioh were laid on the table.) 

Miitry ataff of IN Aheanullah Engineering Schoolt Daooa. 

81. Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN 8ARKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Deportment be pleased to state 
the rules for the appointment of the mistry staff of the Ahsa n u ll ah 
Engineering Bchool, Dacca f 

(h) Is it 0 fa<*t that some junior members of the mistr)* staff of 
the said school have been made permanent in preference to some 
eenior members of the same staff? 

tc) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’Ue 
Minister be pleased to state the grounds on which such confinnation 
has been made? 

(d) Is the Hqn'ble Minister aware of a feeling of disoimteat 
aFkongst the senior mistry staff? 

(e) What steps, if any, does the Government intwid to take !b 
^ matter? 



QUESTIONS. 


n 



HM'fete Mr. KHWMA NAZIMUDDINi («) Thm m AO 

ntlW Apporntmenta art made hy tli« OoTtniia^ Body, 

(1^) Six appointmenta are pormaiiaiit and thoaa who hold thaae post# 
wew confinnad aftar probationary aarvioe iharain. The remainder of 
the ataff (moatly aenior to the above aix) are employed in tem|Kinuy 
poata, 

(c) On the ground of satiafaetory service rendered. 

(d) Yea. 

(e) IVopoaals for the amelioration of the condition of service arw 
under consideration. 

diidfoial and ixaoutiva Ivnolioiia. 

SS. BalNl dITENDRALAL BANNERdEEt (a) Will the Hon’blw 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be fdeaaed to ataiw 
what steps, if any, have the Government taken or does it intend to 
take in order to give effect to the reforms and measures suggested by 
the Greaves Committee of 1921 and the Civil Justice Committee of 
1924 y 

(h) Are the said reforms and suggestions considered by the Govern* 
ment to be impracticable!^ 

(c) Has the utteution of the Hon’ble Meinlier lieen drawn to ai» 
alternative scheme set forth in a pamjdilet entitled ‘^Ani Clrigiiial 
Scheme and Practical Working Scheme of Reorganisation of the Dia* 
trict Civil Sen^ice in India* ^ (copies whereof have been supplied tcf 
the proper departments of the Government) ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the said alternative schemw 
offers a complete solution of the queatioDs inquired into by the above 
Committees without entailing any extra expenditure upon the Govern* 
menti* 

(e) Are the Government (onsidering the desirability of having m 
discussion of this scheme in this Council? 

The Hail’Ma Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs (a) and (6) As explained in 
the refdy given to starred question I9o. 12 on the 5th August, 1929^ 
Government are unable to take any action at present in conneelioa 
with the recommendations of the Greaves Coanmittee of 1921. 

The number of recommendations in the Civil Justice Committee a 
Report is about 275. Effect has been given to many of them and oi 
the remainder some are still under the consideration of the Qovenunmii 
of India and the High Court. 

(€) Ho. 

(if) ]>oee not arise. 

(e) Ho. 



QUESTIONS. 


[20niFEB. 


M 

•iiNf thilNiitb i€itrii of tho Oaloiitto Gonorii Port OMoOb 

OS. Mauloi SYiD MLALUDDIN HAtHEMYs (a) WUl the 

Hon'ble Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that on the 10th January, 19^, Babu Shib- 
nath Mukherjee, a clerk of the Calcutta General Post Office, was 
.arrested and taken into custody by the police of Calcutta? 

(b) Will the Hou’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
official of the Calcutta General Post Office, gave any information to the 
police reganling the incident with which Shibnath Mukherjee was 
^connected ? 

(c) If so, who was that official and what was the information 
Ifiven ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Shibnath was discharged on the 11th January? 
If so, why? 

MEMBER in oharg* of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’lilo 
Mr. A. N. Moborly): {a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) In accordance with the rules of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs 
Department, the Assistant Postmaster in charge of Money Order 
Department of the (Calcutta General Post Office informed the police 
that a clerk of that Department, Shibnath Mukherjee, had failed to 
account for some money and requested that an officer might he sent to 
inquire into the matter. 

(d) Yes, because the postal authorities informed the police that 
Bhi^ath Mukherjee's brother had made good the amount in question 
;«nd that no prosecution need be undertaken. 


AiMrtfitiiMiit of inhibitanti of Wort Songil ml Eart Boiigrt in 
oortrtn iofviooi. 

E4. Mavivi YMltZUDDIN KHAN I Will the Hon^ble Member in 
43 barge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on the Uble a 
statement showing for the last 10 years the number of appointment 
made in the following services respectively by recruitment of inhaU- 
tants of West Bengal and East Bengal — 

(t) the Provincial Executive Service (Senior and Subordinate) ; 

(tt) the Judicial Service; and 

(tu) the Poliflp Serrioe (above the rank of Inspeciors) ? 

IHi HmPMo Mr. iL N. MOBERLYt A stalenieiit is kid on tW 
dablo« 
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referred to in the reply to nmiarrei question No. $4. 



East Bsagsl* 

West BenenI 

Bengal Civil Service (Executive) 

... 66 

47 

Bengal Judicial CHvil Service 

... 1T6 

100 

Judicial Service 

... 67 

49 

Police Service (above the rank 

of 

Inspectors) 

... 11 

7 


Fanolitlii^ Uiiitii Bomd. 

5S. Mr. ARUN CHANDRA SINCHAl (a) Hm the iitteiition ol 

tbe Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment been drawn to the fact that all the members of the Panohihupi 
Unicm Board in the MurMhidabad district cMime from the one and same 
village Panohtbupi? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the union U comprised of 
nineteen villages? 

(c) Ih it a fact that the President of the Board — 

(f ) is the zamindar of the village: and 
(ii) wields all the power himself? 

Tilo HoiiMMf Kumar tHIB SHIKHARIiWAR RAYi (a) and (b) 

The meml>er is referred to the reply given to question No. 53 asked 
by Mr. S. C. Mukherjea at the meeting of the Legislative Council 
held on ICth March, 1929. 

(r) (i) He is one of several xamiudars of the village. 

(it) No. 


Calmi Nala Ihieliifig tetmm in tlit dtotriet af MiirititrtiRai 

M. Maiitvt ADOUS SAMADs (a) Will the Hoti*ble Minister io 
charge of the I^ocal Self-Government (Public Health) Department be 
pleased to state how far the Gohra Nala floshiiig scheme in the district 
of Murshidabad has been conducive to the improvement of health in 
the areas concerned? 

(b) Are the Government considering the deeirability of laying m the 
table any statistical evidence showing the result e€eeted by the scheme? 

MiNiiTRR ill aiwrp af LDDAL M LMIDViRmilNT {BUBUO 
WtALTIi) OiRARTMlilT ctte NiN*Ma iCiimar tm mtkmmm 
tkB)t (a) Goyemment are advised that it is too eariy td estimate the 

9 
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result! of this scheme on public health, as the works were eontpleted 
and brought into operation only this year, water running throu^ the 
channel from the 11th July to the 20th September. Since 1925 there 
has been an all remind reduction of malaria, the spleen index of 3S 
villages in fhe basin coming down from 64:3 per cent, in 1925 to 40 *S 
per cent, in September, 1929; but as the work was only in operation 
three months before the end of this period, these variations cannot be 
attributed to its effect. 

(b) Reference is invited to the reply to paragraph (a). 

Mauivi ABDUi MMADs Is the Hon*ble Minister aware that since 
the excavation of the Gobra Nala the whole Nala has been converted 
into numerous waterlogged areas thus making the villages by the 
side of the canal hotbeds of malaria? 


Tba Han’bit Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: That is not 
my infonnaiiou, Sir. If I am permitted to read out an extract from 
the inspection repoH I might remove the doubts of the hou*ble member. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it is necessary 


67. Mr. K. C. RAY OHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hou ble Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(t) the number of process servers (peons) at present employed 
in the process sen*ing establishment; 

(tt) their scale of pay and pension ; 

(lit) their total pay in 1928-29; 

(ir) the nature of their duties ; 

(v) the rules relating to their leave ; 

(vt) the average number of processes or writs served by each every 

year; 

(tut) the amount realised as process fees; and 

(rifi) the balance left after paying the process servers? 

(6) Is the Hon* ble Member aware— 

(i) that the process servers have often to do their work under 
unlavouralde climatic conditions and are often victims of 
illness; 

(ft) that nif medical aid it provided for them ; and 
<•#!’) that they ofUm idaced on guard and ether wmtk, wA 
cemneeted with their official duties? 
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If the answer ta (6) (iit) is in the afirmalire, are ihei Gw?- 
emijeDl «oiiai^riiig the desirability of taking itepa in the malterf 

Hmi'M# Mr. A. N* MOAtllLYl (a) (t) Apfaroximately 4»909. 

(u) A few districts, vii., Calcutta, Howrah (Sadar), Alipore 
(Sadar) and Darjeeliug are classified as '‘A** districts because Imng, 
including aceonunodataon, is disHnotly dearer than elsewheire; all 
other districts are districts. Process servers are paid according 
to the following time scales: — in “A** districts, Ha. 18 — 1/5 — 22: in 
*‘B'* districts, Rs. 16 — 1/5—20. Process servers are eligible for pen- 
sion under the ordinorv’ rule* applicable to inferior service. 

(m) Rs. 10,74,508. 

(tr) The duty is mainly to serve proc^esses, but while waiting their 
turn at headquarters they may l>e use<l for miscellanetms work about 
the court. 

(r) They enjoy leave according to the provisions of S. Rules appli- 
cable to inferior service. 

(n) The average iiumlnn’ of pi'm^esses to be s«‘rved in a year is 
fixed by rules framed hv the High ('ourt (ride Rule 13, ('haptei* XII, 
High ( ourt Circular. Volume I, page 30»3), 

(rii) In 1028 Rs. 25,68,749 for (?ivil Court pro(*esses. 

(nil) The balance left after pivying the process ser\ers and the 
supervising staff was approximately Rs. 12,92,000. 

(h) (i) It is the condition of service that they have tdi work tn 
mufassal, but experience shows that they keep fit even after attain- 
ing the age of 60. 

(tt) There are no sf>ecial rule** about iue<iicul aid. 

(iii) The service of prewesses does not occupy their whole time and 
they are utilised for guard and other miscellaneous duties while Ut 
headquarters. 

(c) The question will be examineti after the number of pCoceas 
servers is reduced, and further reduction is possible as the processes on 
witnesses are l)eiug sensed by parties. The difficulty is however that 
Government is entitled to whole-time ser»*ice from whole-time servants 
and it would hardly be justifiable to pay them for a whole month and 
only utilise them for 20 days or so. 

Irrig^ iMliltiM. 

M. Mr. tlMY l»flAMD StMON AOYs (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon*ble Member in charge of the Irrigation Department heen 
drawn to the recammendatioas of the Royal Agricultitnil ComtniMicMi 
aa legarda the great importance and need lor urigatioii iMtHtiee in 
Weet and Gentral Bengal and aleo as regards early provision lor sncii 
&eiKtieif 
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(d) It tile anairer to (o) is in the affirmative, are tlie Govamment 
preparad to raise sufficient loan to provide the ueoeaaary Ivuida lor 
the re-excavation of the dead water channels and silted up tanks and 
for construction of regulators and distributaries at Government expense 
or by advancing loans at easy rates of interest to those raiyats and 
their organisations who would undertake to re<excavate and construct 
such channels, etc. ? 

Tilt HnnlHa Alhadl mr AADCLKERIM CHUZNAVIs (a) Tes. 

(b) Loans are admissible for approved schemes of this kind, the 
rate of interest varying from bf to 6i per cent. They may be Land 
Improvement Ixians: or loans under the Co-operative Societies Act: 
or loans to local authorities for schemes under the Agricultural and 
Sanitary Improvement Art of 1920. The extent to which loans may be 
gninte<l by Government from its own funds or from advances from the 
Provincial Tx)aus Fund depends on the nature and cnst of the schemes 
and the hmincial position of Government. 


Apportionmtfit of ooits ufidar Bongal Aet II of 1882. 

88. Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR RAY; (a) Will the Hon'hle Member in 
charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that in apportionment under the Bengal Embankment Act 11 of 
1882 the costs incurred are apportioned Wtween the samindars and 
tenure-holders only, and that for no j)ortiou of the costs so incurred 
the raiyats are made liable ^ 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative*, will the Hon'bl'e 
Member l)e pleased to state whether the Government have any inten- 
tion of amending the Act so as to apportion the liability on the raiyats 
as well ^ 

TNO Hon’Mt AIIimIJ Sir ABDBLKERIM GHUZNAVIS (a) Yes. 

(5) No. 

Oiitaiii IrrifiliMi diffiouiUit in iurduran ini 

88 . Mr. BUOY RRABAD BIRCH RGYt (a) Will the Hou ble 

Member in charge of the Irrigutioo Deportmeut be pfeae^ to state 
whet steps, if any, have the Government decided te take in mrder to 
remove the grievances reiwesented by the deputation which had waited 
m the late Nfwab Ba^dtir Saiyid Nawab AU Ohandhufi, Khan 
Bahadur, the then (irigidion Member, on the 18th of March, 1928, 
on behalf of the Bengal Krithak Rai>*at Savaf 
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(I) I« it not n fnct tknt tb# depftttation nstitmd the Hon*Un Mnmbtr 
tbnl the niiyata of the nllagaa on botb sides of tbe Eananadi and Kana* 
Damodar likely to be benefited by tbe regulators suggested by the 
memben of tbe deputation at £banpur*Narayanpur, Balligaii, l>otta^ 
pur, Deulpara-Eabilpur, Ajodbya-Kasbipui* and Bandipuri in the dis* 
tricts of Burdwan and Hooghly, are prepared to find tbe capital eipendU 
tuie for tbe construction of tbe said regulators by forming Co-o|)erative 
Irrigation Societies, provided they are granted proper rebate of tbe 
water taxes ? 

(c) Have tbe Government coitsidercKl these proposals!^ 

(</) If so, what is their decision)^ 

(s) Is tbe Hon’ble Member aware that even in years of drought as 
in 1926 and 1927 raiyats were refused permission to take wateld to 
save crops by putting kuncha bunds on acquired water channels at 
their own expensed 


Tha Hnti’blt AHiatfi Sir ABDELKIItIM OHUZNAVI: (a) Tbe 

action taken was communicated to the Organising Secretary*, Bangiya 
Krisbak O Kaiyat Sava, and a copy of tbe communication is laid on 
the table. 

(h) Yes, construction in this way of regulators at all tbe places 
mentioned with tbe exception of Duttapur was suggested by the 
deputation. 

(f) Yes. 

(/f) A new regulator at Khanpur across the Eananadi is not con- 
sidered ne<*essar>’ as it would lie lietter and cheaper to make dis- 
tributaries from the existing regulator at Goralmuri for the purpose oi 
irrigating the areas on both the banks. A pniject for a regulator 
across the Eana-Damodar at Balligari is under preparation. There one 
already proposals with Government for tbe construction of two regu- 
latm across the Eana-Damodar — one at Erishnagar and the other at 
Mimpore near Tarakeswar. The construction of more regulators on 
these two rivers will depend upon what water is available wben the 
Damodar Canal is completed, as without an assured supply at the time 
required it is no use building additional regulators. 

No ease df a regulator paid for by tbe parties interested forming 
themselves into co-operative societies has yet arisen. If any such 
case arises it should be referred to Government when the question of 
tebale in water-rate will be considered. 

(e) Fermisiioii was refused to raiyats who are not lease-holders for 
the purpose of taking water in the interests of the lease*holders. 
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Copy of the communiciiUon referred to trt the reply to eloufe (a) of 
unttarred qmition No. CO. 

No. 8119-1., dated Calcutta; the 12th November, 1929. 

From — ^H. J. Twynam, Esq., i.c.s., Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, Irrigation Department, 

To — ^The Organising Secretary, Bangiya Krisbak 0 Eaiyat Sava, 
No. 15, College ^uare, Calcutta. 

I am directed to refer to the correspondence ending with your letter 
dated the 2nd September, 1929, regarding the deputation which waited 
on the 18th March last on the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Irri- 
gation Department to represent certain irrigation difficulties in the 
districts of Hooghly, Burdwan and Birbhum. I am now to communicate 
the following obseiTations on the various [>oints raised by the deputa- 
tion: — 

(1) Draimge of a water-logged area in the diitrict of Hooghly.— 
This area lies to the west of Chandernagore and is drained by the Kunti 
and the Saraawati rivers. The Chief Engineer has since made a per- 
sonal inspection of the channels and has discussed the matter with the 
local people. He is inclined to the view that the correct solution would 
be to improve the river Saraswati so os to carr>- off the surplus water. 
Observations are now being taken with a view to drawing up a definite 
scheme and the result of these observ'ations will be awaited. 

(2) Introduction of water from the Damodar into the Ghea . — 
Government are advised that the proposal, as put forward by the depu- 
tation for building a new sluice on the bank of the Damodar for supply- 
ing water to the Ghea. is not a practicable one. A better plan will 
probably be to supply the Ghea direct from the Eden Canal the supply 
in which will he assured as soon as the Damodar Canal is opened. The 
question will he further examined after the Damodar Canal is opened. 

(3) New $!uice$ on the bank of the Damodar. — The proposal for a 
sluice at Dhapdhara will be further investigated. The oiwrect prooe- 
dure is for thoM who want these new sluices to apply under section 18 
of the Embankment Act, when each case will be examined on its 
merits. The floors of existing sluices cannot be lowered mi suggested. 
ThMe aiw ver>‘ few sluices on the Damodar and it is feared that an 
attempt to lower the level of a sluice is lik^y to bring about a collapse* 
of the whole structure. 

(4) New reguUAon on the minor nVen.— As to the suggestimi for 
the construction of a new regulator at Ehanpur across the Kanaiu4tt 
Oovemment are advised that it would be better to make distributaiioa 
from the existing regulator across this river at Gorabantri lor the 
purpoas of irrigating the areas on both the banks. This ammfMBomt 
would be more economical and would sorve the purpose oquaBy mtXL 
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Drainage channel to mitigate the egeeU of flood* in tho river 
.--The iwoposd for excavating a channel on the right bank of 
the ^ay i« under inveetigation and a survey has been sanctioned. 

(d) Reductum, rebate or remueum of fsateNrolet. — was pointed 
out (HI behalf of Government, and was, in fact, recognised at the tune 
of discussion by those who led the deputation, that it is not possible 
to make any reduction in the water-rates in view of the fact that none 
of the irrigation canals pay their way. Further, as most of the rivers 
which traverse the area served by the Eden Canal form part and parcel 
of that canal system and have been declared under the Irrigation Act. 
riparian tenants cannot be allowed to use the water of these rivers for 
irrigation without poyment. But if water is available, it is neveir 
withheld from those who have taken leases. 

In regard to the question of rebate in water-rates to l)e granted 
when a bund or regruiator is erected by private parties, Government are 
not aware of any ca.se of a pucca regulator having been paid for in this 
way. If such a case arises, the question of granting some concession 
will be conridered. 

In regard to channels excavated by private persona the Irrigation 
Act, 1876, already covers such cases: Part V of the Act makes provi- 
sion for the registration of owners of such channels who are entitled 
to take a certain rate for ever>* bigha irrigated by these channels. The 
policy of Government is to encourage the construction of village 
channels by private persons, 

2. It will be seen that the %*arious points taken by the deputation 
have engaged the attention of the Irrigation Deportment. Government 
do not think that any useful purpose will be served by calling a con- 
ference now as suggested. 


LECI8LATIVI BUtINEit. 

C oworm imi t Bill. 

Tim Bongil Tfnaney Blffi 188i« 

Tbt Hmm$ mr BilOVAiH OHUNOEil MiTTEIIl I beg to preaent 

the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Tenaiioy (Ameiid- 
mnt) BiB, 1930. The report is in the hands of the memhets and it 
will he seen that it is an unanimous report. 

I Img to move that the Bengal Iknancy (Amendment) Bill, IMD, 
m seportad by the Select CWmittee be taken into considefation. 

The motion was pat and agreed to*. 
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Claute 2. 

Milllvi NUR RAHMAfi KHAN EUtUNI: Sir, since among to 
tile Council I had an interriew with the Hon’ble Member. After that 
I do not like to move my amendment. 

The following amendment was then, by leave of the Council^ 
withdrawn : — 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUlUPil to move that clause 2 
(a) be omitted. 

Mr. P. BANERdI: I beg to move that in clause 2 (h) in section 1 
(3) {Hi) for the proposed proviso the following proviso be substituted, 
namely ; — 

“Provided that notwithstanding any notification under this clause, 
this Act shall operate in respect of all agricultural lands situated with- 
in the area specified in such notification. “ 

Sir, in moving this amendment I want to be assured that all the 
agricultural lands wherever they may be situated shall be subject to the 
operations of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Tilt Hon’Mt Sir PROVABH OHUNDER MITTER: I can give him 
thot assurance. 

Mr. P« BANERdlS In that case I do not like to press my moticm. 

Mr. PREil DENTS 1 do not understand what the member really 
means. The amendment is there. It must either be moved or with- 
drawn. I do not want him to create complications. 

Mr. P. BANERdIt 1 do withdraw the motion. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 2 stand part of iha 
BiU. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clmt$€ 3. 

i Mr. PREBIMMTl The questioii ie that olauee 8 alaad part ol tlia 
lill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 4, 

Mr* BIIBilDiNTi The question is that clauae 4 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 5, 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Bl^bu SATIIH OHAHORA RAY OHOWDHURY to move that for 
clause 5 (6) the following be substituted, namely: — 

**(b) in the third proviso for the words *in this section’ the worda 
‘in clause (d) and clause (c) of this section’ shall be substituted.'* 

Mr. FRESIDCNT: The question is that clause 5 stand port of tha 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauses 6 to JO. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clauses 6 to 10 stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 11. 

Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY OHOWDHURY: 1 beg to move 

that for clause 11 (;!?) the following be substituted, namely;— 

**(2) in clause (jf) after the words ‘rate of rent' the words ‘when he 
has been holding at such fixed rent or rate of rent from the time of the 
Permanent Settlement’ shall be inserted." 

Sir, I beg to ask this House to accept the original draft of the Bill. 
My reasons are as follows; It seems to me that a bit of inconsistency 
has entereil into the Select Committee's report. Ify grojinds are aa 
Wlowsj That this section 160 of the Bengal Tenancy Act is, aa a 
matter of fact, baaed on the provisions of the Revwiue Sale liaw. lo 
the Revenue Sale Uw certain interests were provided for as beings 
protected. 

3 p.m. 

Section 37 of the Eerenne Sale Law makea only m«i»rfan tmim 
which hai^e been paid from the time of the Permanent Beitlemeiit 
‘^^protected." ^This important reatrictioii, namely, "from the tbne of 
the Permanent Settlemeiil" was omitted from danse (f) of thw 
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amendiiig’ Act, whicli made the claoae imperfect, defectiTe and liable 
to miaconatructioii in many respects. The mover of the present 
amending Bill, therefore, did well to seek to r^nedy the defect by 
originally inserting the all-important words *^from the time of the 
Permanent Settlement.*' The Bill as it has emerged from the Select 
Committee has done away with that healthy restriction and in place 
of that ‘Vents which have not been changed during twenty years** 
have been substituted. This idea about twenty years, it seems to 
me, was imbibed from section 50 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. I 
think it is all due to a confusion of ideas. The underlying idea of 
section 37 of the Revenue Sale I^nw is to avoid all creations of sub- 
ordinate interests by lessees from the Government except some very 
well recognised ones, such as the interests of occupancy raiyats. 
Raiyats at fixed rents are practically middlemen above the occupancy 
raiyats, and the creations of such middlemen interests were discour- 
aged by making them null and void against revenue sale unless they 
were existing from the time of the Pemmnent Settlement, in which 
case their interests would lie known to the Government as well as to 
their lessees who must, therefore, })e bound to recognise them. These, 
therefore, deserved protection and they were so protected by section 
^17 of the Revenue Sale I^aw. In copying this provision for the 
Bengal Tenancy Act it might, therefore, be expected that the whole 
thing should he copied. But we find to our regret, that the idea 
about twenty years has been taken from section 50 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act and grafted on to this. But neither that section nor 
the idea underlying that section has any applicability to the present 
case. That section only raises n presumption that when a tenure- 
holder or raiyat and bis predecessors have paid the same rent for 
twenty years it shall be {uesumed that they did so from the time 
of the Permanent Settlement juntil the contrary u shown. It will 
be seen that section 50 applies equally to tenure-holders and raiyats 
and not to raiyats at fixed rates, and secondly, that it is only a pre- 
sumption which may be rebutted. So it is obvious that those who 
suggested the change in clause 11(2) of the present Bill were led 
to do so by a dear confusion of ideas. 

The Hon'ble Member will be pleased to note that if the Select 
Committee's report is allowed to stand it will make the law inooii- 
eiatent. Section 4 of the Bengal Tenancy Act defines raiyats ml 
fixed rates as raiyats bolding at rates in perpstattg but here 
by the amendment you praotioally say that raiyats paying the same 
rates lor twenty yean will have bis rent fixed for ever or in the 
nltemative the t^use will mean — “a raiyat who has bis rent fixed 
in perpetuity wtB not be liable Us a obange in tbe rent if be bos pead 
fbr twenty yeen at tli4 some rale’’--4be boonsbteney being ekrmmi 
I tbink, Sir, in legislating beve we ibould not ky oimielvee to 
4be ebnrge of inoonsistMcy end wont of loiueigbt end 
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,3Elien again mark iha practical reauit if the Select Committee** 
lepttVl ia accepted. It will pave ike way lor depriving the holders 
of II 14 superior intereata of their just dues by encouraging the lessees 
who are middlemen to enter into questionable transactions of Ml 
kinds* For example, tbe lessee from the samindars for making a 
profit for himself takes a large amount of salami and creates proof of 
payment of rent for twenty years and then allows his leasehold to 
be sold for the accumulated rent of years during which he did not 
pay. The landlord of the leaseholder is thus compelled to purchase 
a deteriorated property of which there will be found no buyer at tbe 
proper juice. It may c^pen up the way for benami transactions also 
in favour of the leaseholder** relations which will thus become pro- 
tected against rent soles. 

I should not be under8too<l as speaking against the actual raiyats— 

I mean the cultivators of the soil who deserve all the protection 
from us. The rights of these people who are mostly 04X5U|>ancy 
raiyats are already protected. But I should be excused if I bear no 
excessive love for the middlemen — the so-called raiyats at fixed 
rates—who both suck the actual cultivators and at the same time 
cheat their benefactors, the xamindars. I. therefore, appeal both to 
the Hon*blc Memlier-in-charge to accept my amendment and to tbe 
advocates of the cultivators not to oppose my amendment. 

The Htn’Mt Sir PROVASH CHUNDtR MITTiRS T regret very 

much that I cannot accept this amendment and 1 shall presently 
exjdain the reason why I cannot accept it. Babu Satish Chandra Bay 
Chowdhury has pointed out that he is moving an amendment to 
include what was in our own Bill, That is true but this amendment 
which forms part of the Select Committee** rejwrt, namely, in clause 
Of) after the words “rate of rent” the words “fixed rate or rate of 
rent which has not changed for twenty years’^ be substituted. This 
is the unanimous recommendation of the Belect Committee and re- 
presentatives of both raiyats and landlords are parties to that recom- 
mendation and Government also. Apart from other rem»ons we can- 
not go back to what we have agreed to but I would like the House 
to consider tbe substance of the question. In so I would remind 

the House of the history of this very shortly. 

In the original Bill there was no such provision. a reeult of 
na amendmmit moved so far as 1 remember 1^ Babu Jogindia 
Chakraburtty the proviiiim as embodied in clause (jf) of leotiou IW 
of the Act was included, namely, the right of a raiymt at a nM 
tnte to held it at fixed rent or rate of rent. Government as also 
otter membeie oppowd that but with the vote of tte Swarajist members 
mi ottwr# thMt .BWwbMttt «m pmtti. It P”.»****./ ”* " 

bf vnmus people that tte reeiiU of Ibis would be that H would oi 
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potftible to commit great fratide <mi the landlords primarily and alao 
perhaps on the raiyats secondarily. It would be poesiUe aometimo 
before an impending rent-deeree or rent sale for an unacmpulous land*^ 
lord to receive, eay R». 6(K), and reduce the rent fttan aay Ra. 100 
to Ra. 5, which would be ver^' injurious to the auction-purchaser. 
The result was that we put forward an amendment which Babu Satiab 
Chandra Ray Chowdhury has again brought forward but the main 
reason why we put forward that amendment was that a fraud can 
be committed before the property was going to be sold. The reason 
why Government was prepared to accept the recommendation as 
embodied in the Select Committee's report — and landlords in spite 
of some protest also accepted that — was that it was pointed out by 
tenants* representatives that although they were quite willing to act 
fairly with regard to the interests of landlords yet if a particular 
person was paying at the same rate of rent for twenty years there 
could be no question of committing fraud just before the sale or even 
a short time before the sale. 

3-15 p.m. 

The revenue history is perfectly well known, and if we look at 
the revenue history of the question, we find that the arg\iments of 
Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury are sound, but we are con- 
cerned more w’ith the question of substance. If a particular raiyat 
is paying at the same rate for twenty years, there is no question of 
fraud. If he is on (Kcupamy laiyat, he is already protoctod by 
the p]*evious sub-clause, vir., clause (/). If he is a tenure holder^ 
as Babu Satish Chandra Ray Chowdhury apprehends, then I would 
point out that a tenure holder cannot be a raiyat at fixed rent or 
rate of rent. Therefore, what w'ill be the difference P The difference 
will be that an occupancy raiyat who has been paying at the same 
rate for twenty years will not have his r^nt enhanced. From the 
point of view of justice and policy, if he is an actual agriculturist, 
no landlord should mind this very much, although as a questicm of 
right he has a tigfci to question it. As it was frankly a compromise, 
I hope the mover of the amendment will understand that no question 
except the question of justice and compromise was involved, and wiU 
see his way to withdraw his amendment. 

I (q>pose the amendment. 

The motion of Babu Satisb Chandra Ray Chowdhury was then, 
by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. MitlHiNTr The question is that clause 11 siimd pari bI 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clauses 12 and 13. 

ptfw BBEilOiNTt Tke question ts that cUuaee 12 mud 10 itwid 
patt af the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clisuse 14. 

The following amendments were called but not mored: — 

Btta KItHORl MOHAN CHAUONURI to move that in clause 
14 in the proposed section 195A, lines 3 and the words *^or against 
any officer of the Government’* be omitted. 

Mr. r. BANERdI to move that in clause 14 in proposed section 
195A» lines 4 «ynd 5, after the words “anything done” the wonls 
^*bona fide and in the course of the onl inary discharge of his duties'* 
be inserted. 

Mr. RRESIOENTs The question is that clause 14 stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauif$ Hi and 16. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that clauses 15 and 16 atand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause /. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 1 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that the preamble stand part, 
of the Bill. 

The motion wa» put and agreed to. 

TRi Sir PROVASN CNDNDER MITTlRi I bag to 

more that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill^ 1930* ae aettled 
in Couneal^ be paeeed. 

Urn aaoiton was put and agreed to* 
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•M%tt af tN Cvi mmmt af Ba w gal far IMMI. 

MtllllR in alurga af FINANCE DEFANTMENT (tha 
Han^ Mr, A. Marr)i It is my privilege once more to present 
to the Council this budget estimates of the Gkyveniinent of ^ugal. 
They are accompanied as before by the financial statement which 
explains the detailed budget heads and gives information in con- 
venient form relating to new works and works in progress as well 
as expenditure in England. It is hoped that these explanations will 
meet the requirements of members tor the budget discussion and the 
voting of grants, but if any further information is required by any 
member on any particular item, I renew the assurance I have given 
in pievious years for myself and on behalf of every member of 
Government, that we shall be glad to give any member whatever help 
we can. 

To take up the previous year first 1928*29. We expected to begin 
the current year with a balance of Its. 2,00,90,000. The final 
accounts of 1928-29 show that our balance was over Rs. 22 lakhs 
better than this amount. Revenue was Rs. 7^ lakhs over the revised 
estimate, thanks mainly to irapi*oved land revenue receipts, whereas 
expenditure fell short by about Rs. 14J lakhs, these savings being 
distiibnted ovei several heads. 

We now come to the current year 1929-80. The total receipts 
during this year were estimated at Rs. 12,20,88,000, including 
Rs. 66,26,000 on capital account, but it is now quite clear that we 
shall not receive us much as this. The loans to be taken from the 
Government of India will be reduced by Rs. 8 lakhs, as the amount 
originally estimated will not be required for expenditure this year 
on the Damodar Ganal and other projei ts which are being carried 
out from iKUTowed funds. The noteworthy decline, however, is in 
the revenue account, where receipts are likely to fall by over Bs. 18 
lakhs. Land Revenue and Excise are somewhat better, but against 
this we have to accept a decline of Re. 19 lakhs under Stamps and 
Rs, 8 lakhs under Registration. The common factor affecting both 
these heads is the amended Bengal Tenancy Act. ft is apparent that in 
almost every district fewer documents are being executed and regis- 
tered in respect of property, especially in land, with a consequent fall 
in the revenue from general stamps and registration fees. Dull tr^e 
conditions have also influenced the decrease, Iwit the main underlying 
cause is the Tenancy Act. The position is being carefully watched 
by the Revenue authorities who administer the Act and I will only 
add that it is ihat this effect on revenue will be temporary. 

On the expen^ture side, estimate* will not he luUy woAed up to; 
the difference is likely-4o be about Rs. 41 lakhs. Aboui Be. 6 lakla 
of oome under capital works of the Irrigation and Public Werke 
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Dejl^i^tmeiiia, but tb« bulk of it is on tko revenue aooount. Tbe 
unspent ai^unts are likely to be largest under General Adminiitra- 

Begifitration (nearly Be. 6 lakKs), wbile' 
Citil Works, Medical, Police and Administration of J'ustiee account 
for mo^ of the balance. Under General Administration, the salaries 
of Ministers for most of the year were not drawn, but the main saving 
under the first two heads is to be attributecl to the factor already 
mentioned, vis., the Bengal Tenancy Act. It will be recollected by 
members of this House that a provision of Rs. 15J lakhs was made 
for expenditure on staff and contingpencies expected to be incurred in 
Ccdlectorates and Sub-Registry Offices for tbe transmission of land- 
loins’ fees. Receipts of a similar amount were ex{)e<ted, the costs 
being paid to Government in tbe form of court-fee stamps. I stated 
last year that these amounts were rough estimates, liable to modifi- 
cation in tbe light of the actual working of the Act. The provisions 
of the Act have not been ma<le use of to the extent anticipated by the 
departments and the bulk of tbe funds provided for this purpose will 
not be expended this year. 

To sum up this year’s position, the revised estimate of revenue 
receipts is Rs. 11,47,46,000 as against an expenditure of 
Rs. 11,43,56,000 on revenue account. These figures nearly balance, 
the anticipated result being somewhat in favour of revenue, but it has 
to be rememheretl that that revenue includes an abnormal item of 
over Rs. 52 lakhs. Under the capital heads, ex]>enditure is over 
Rs. 76 lakhs against receipts amounting to Rs. 45J lakhs. Thus, 
beginning the year with an opening balance of Bs, 2,23,09,000, we 
expect to end with a balance of Rs. 1,96,27,000. 1 may remind the 
House that this includes two earmarked funds, vis., Rs. 12^ lakhs of 
the Famine Relief Fund and Rs. 2} lakhs of the Press Depreoiation 
Fund. 

I^ow let me indicate briefly the financial arrangements contem- 
plated next year. Receipts from revenue are placod at 
Rs. 11,04,54,000 against expenditure of Rs. 11,76,54,000, and a capital * 
expenditure of Rs. 84,03,000 is proposed against receipts on capital 
account of Rs. 76,76,000. The net result is that the closing balance 
is expected to be reduced by Rs. 791 l^khs to Rs. 1,17,00,000. This 
drawal from our balanoes is required to meet the revenue deficit and 
certain new expenditure which I shall mention presently. Tbe con- 
tinuing revenue deficit is tbe most important aspect of tbe whole 
budget. As 1 have already stated, the revised receipts and expendi- 
ture on revenue account this year nearly balance, thanks to the wind- 
fall Rs. 52 lakhs, but next year our revenue is expected to be nearly 
Rs. 43 lakhs less than this ymu^s revised figure, whereas tneviiahle 
and unavoidable expenditure has inorsased. For this reason and also 
in view of our future oommitinMits, we are still foioed to limit eur- 
edlves to those new reciimng liahtUtiee which ate unavoidahte a# a 
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Tfftult of adminiftnitire ftirangemeiits or poUctod or whicli conaonro 
or iocreoio reronna. The eitimotiM for next year, therefore, iwonde 
only Be. 2,21,000 for new echemee of a recurring nature, the ultimate 
liability for which amounte to Be. 2,72,000. 

3-30 p.m. 

Our halancef), however, permit m to make some advance with 
echemei which do not carry recurring liabilities and we have decided 
to allot Bs. 42,00,000 of ultimate expenditure for this purpose. Of 
this sum, Bs. 34,00,000 are expected to be spent in the coming year. 
These new schemes are all noted in the financial statement under the 
aeveral budget heads and I shall have occasion to mention the more 
important of these presently. 

But first I wish to refer to next years estimate of receipts. It 
is hoped that the fall under General Stamps and Begistration will 
be checked next year as peo^de becnime more familiar with the pro> 
visions of the amended Bengal Tenancy Act, and in that belief an 
increase in revenue has been allowed for. A small increase of Bs. 2 
lakhs is expected in the revenue from Government estates. The 
Excise revenue is likely to be much the same as in the present year, 
but a fall of Rs. JIJ lakhs under Forests has to be anticipated, as in 
some divisions extraction of timber will be restricted in accordance 
with the working plans for the development and conservation of the 
forests. Variations under other heads do not call for any comment. 

In the loans portion of the budget, the main feature to be noticed 
is that we are borrowing Bs. 50 lakhs from the Oovemment of India 
for the Council Chamber and the Bally Bridge roadways, both of 
which schemes are exj)ected to l)e completed next year, as well as for 
^continuing the construction of the Damodar Canal. 

On the expenditure side the estimates provide for ordinary 
growth, for continuing schemes already initiated and for the new 
expenditure to which I have referred. Full information is given 
under the several heads in the financial statement and I now propose 
to indicate oiidy the more important features. 

The proposed ex|)enditure on Land Revenue is Rs. 2} lakhs higher 
and includes a sum of Rs. 3,27,000 for agricultural and sanitary 
improvements in Government estates; Bs. 2,33,000 for contiiiuixig 
i^olonisation work in the Bunderbans and what is neoeesary for 
eurvey and settlement operations in several districts. A settlement 
record room will be built at Malda and provision for this is made 
under the Civil Works budget head. 

Though our itvenue from Forests is not immediat^y inmaaisii^ 
« subatantial increaea^n forest expenditure has bean found to be 
aceetinry, if we are to preserve the foreeta as a valuable aaaet for 
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We liave |>r«mded money for an eleotrie onuu at tike 
to eecnre the eomomic handling of loga and also monaj 
M 1 i road in Darjeding, but the moat important 

Item relatee to the management of the Sunderban foreata. The 
{oeaeat method of exjdoitation there has been found to be waateful, 
nnd in order to ensure proper control and conservation of these 
fOTeete, it is proposed to introduce a new method of administratkm 
by substituting regular ranges for revenue statimas. The total 
estimated cost for this is Rs. 83,800 capital expenditure and about 
55,000 ultimate recurring expenditure, moat of which will be 
incurred next year. 

Promnent in the Irrigation budget will be found the estimated 
expenditure on bridges. Provision has been made next year for the 
Government share of the cost of the reconstniction of the Narkel- 
danga, Maniktolla and Belliaghata bridges. Government have agreed 
to bear 50 per cent, instead of 46 percent, of the cost of these bridges and 
also of the Chitpur, Alipore and Tollyganj bridges, the estimated extra 
liability amounting to Rs. 1,46,000. Funds have been provided to 
finish the new Alipore bridge and to begin the reconstruction of the 
Chitpur and TTltadanga bridges; to carry on the improvement of the 
Lower Kumar River and Madaripur Bil route, the Serajganj protection 
scheme and for various minor works mentioned under the Irrigation 
heads in the financial statement. 

The General Administration hudfret is abmit lU. 5i lakhs more 
than the revised estimate of this year, as it includes provision for 
three Ministers for the wholf« year and makes allowance for iK>me 
expansion in the work of landlords* fee transmisaion and in local 
fund audit. In the i>art of the Civil Worits hudg'ot relatinit to this 
head we have provided R«. 3,72,000 for the purchase of 5 and 6. 
Government Place, from the Government of India, a huilditifi^ for 
which up to now we have been fioyiiigr it*iit and which the Goveriimenr 
of India decided to sell. 

The grant required for the administration of justu^ is much the 
same as this year’s sanctioned grant, and the only iiii()ortant item to 
be noticed is the appointment of an additional Presidency Magristrate 
to preside over the Central Children Court and to supervise probation 
work in regard to juvenile offenders. The House of Detention at 
Howrah has been closed, and it is hoped that with the centralisation 
of work in Calcutta under a whole-time officer, the problem of juvenile 
delinquency will be tackled more successfully. It is proposed to 
construct a passenger lift costing Rs. 17^000 in the Calcutta High 
Gourt and to extend the civil court buildings at Dacca at an uttimate 
cost of over Rs. I,55|000. 

In the Jails Deparfment outside the amount required lor the 
normal administration, we are inoreasing the stai of* * the. Bwslat 

A 


OotiidBiiieiit 
Bepdt 
for improving 
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InstitutMMD in order to improve tke treiAing given there and have 
decided to adopt permanentlj a scheme for primary education in 
Allpore Jail which has been tried experimentally for some time. 
Provision has also been made to the extent possible for improvemente 
in jail buildings and accommodation. The sub*jails at Satkhira and 
Jhenida will be extended and the Inspector-General’s minor worim 
grant has been increased to enable him to carry out small improve- 
mmits in various jails. 

Under the head Police^ charges are estimated to be about Rs. 5 lakbs 
above this year’s revised estimate; the increase is under the district 
executive force and is mainly the iiatuial effect of better recruitment 
following on the better terms given last year to all the subordinate 
ranks. It has also been necessary to pnmde funds for the replace- 
ment of muskets, which have l>een condemned by the Army author- 
ities as unserviceable, by better wea{Kms both in the Calcutta and 
Bengal Police. The re-arming process will be spread over 3 years. 
The provision for Presidency Police has dec^reased on the wh(de, 
though it includes Rs. 12.000 for retaining i)ermauently some extra 
staff in the Motor Vehicles Depai’tment. Registration and other 
work in ivgard to tiiotor vehicles has int'reased considerably, and in 
return for the fees paid by the public, it is nwessary to provide a 
staff sufficient to deal with the work pi-omptly. In the jwlice section 
of the Civil Works budget the only noteworthy item is the sum of 
Rs. 2,23,000 to lie paid to the Government of India for the lands and 
buildings fSTupied by the Eastern Frontier Rifles at Dhca'U. This 
is Cantonment proi»erty which the lrH*aI Government were allowed to 
occupy some years ago and has now to Is* larnght from the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Under Ports and Pilotage the only point that need be mentioned 
is the provision for additional sui*veyiug staff. At present certain 
classes of inland steam and motor vessels are exempted from survey 
and are under no obligation to carry life-saving apparatus. The 
intention is to abolish the exemption so as to bring these vessels 
under surrey^ The fees ('barged will probably cover all the extra 
expenditure. 

Expenditure on education on the transferred side has been steadily 
increasing. From a sum of Rs. 97,94,000 in 1920-21, it has risen to 
Bs. 66,000 as estimated this year and next year’s estimate ban 
been put at Rs. 4 lakbs higher still. The grants for University 
eduoation include one of Rs. 57,000 for Calcutta University to meal 
a contingent liability, as explained on the occasion of ike reoeat 
supplementary dpmand (bis year. Funds have also been providad 
for the completion pnd furnishing of the Moslem Hall in Daela 
Fniversity, and for Ae improviment of the sawetmgt sdmme of tha 
Htta Uidhraiilty. 



HI iniJST SPEECH. 

% »ew capita] gnnU wMth it is propoMd lo itivm tn 
»«iiaiy aad primary sckools will be fomi oa pagM «8 and 69 of 
the jbiaiicial statemeat. Other items which may be noted m a 4 ^ 
of E«. 16,000 to the Bangiya Sahitya Pariahad toward* the conSto! 
tion of a nnueuin estimated to cost R*. 76,000 ia all and Rs 34 000 


3-45 p.m. 


To SMure toe affiliation of the Itajshahi College in Botany up to the 
IddSont K ■ r*'T r*"* .*r„vided‘nnd an 

ndents of that college. At the same time it is intendeil to luise. 
toe fees of al the sc.eiue classes in that .-ollege up to the level of 
other mufassal colleges. Rajshahi is also to have a nee- huilding to 
accommodate the pupils of the Modi-asah which has now been raised 
to the senior standard. Other buildings to be erectwl to meet educa- 
tiimal needs include a hostel and a hall for the Teachers’ Training 

ollege, Daera. Physical culture in schools has cx>me into great iiro- 
minence in recent years and last year we pmvided lis. 25,060 for grants 
to mm-Govemment schmds for the pmmotion of this objei t. We have 
provided Rs. 47,000 next year for the same purisme and have also 
allotted funds foi- the medical examination and supervision of school 
lioys. This scheme will he introduced in the 6n*t place in Govern- 
ment high schools .md senior madrasahs, the services of Itwal doctors 
on allowances being utilised. A small fee to l» imiMwed is ex]iected 
to cover the exi>enditure. which comes parily in the Education budget 
and partly under Public Health. 


On the reserveil side of Education 1 may mention the grants*in-aid 
to he given to several schools, e.g., to Ix>i^o Convent, Entally; to 
St. Thomas’ .School for a building for their kindergarten claases; to the 
Jewish Girls* .SchiKiUtowarda n new building: and lo Kalimpong Girls* 
Hchooi for building extension. 

And lastly I may mention here the capital grants classified under 
the head 47~-MiscellaAeons, which it is proposed to make to the 
Calcutta and Dacca Mnhammadaii Orphanages. 

The Medical budget and the medical portion of the Ciril Works 
budget show how effect is being given to the policy of establishing medi- 
cal schools. Improvements are being carried out at the Ronaldiiduiy 
Medical ^hool in Burdwan, and the construction of tlie medioal 
schools at Jalpeiguri, Chittagong and BMaiail is progressing* 
3alpeiguri Medical School is expected to he ready to receiye stadiuts 
from July next and pnmaton^is been made accordingly iu the budget. 
The eeoeod iastalmeat ol Re. 1.50*000 out of a total grant of Rs. 4 
hkkha lor the Mathonal Medteal Institute is due to be paid next year. 
Leeal efferta to knpooe mulMaal heepilah kauo baen mm^aiiad kj 
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the fnrant« ot Bb. 1 lakh to the Virtoria Hospital ia Dai^ting, aad 
Bs, 70,000 to the Comilla Hospital towards tho constmction ol build* 
iags. I'rovision has bsea mado alto for the completion of nurses’ 
quarters at the Gobra Leper Hospital, for grants to two Leper Homes 
at Baniganj and Baiikura, and, in the Public Health budget, for the 
completion of a tube-well at Salboni, the site of a projected institutioii 
for lepers. 

Xcm' I come to Public Health. One of the most important 
measures promoted by Government in recent years is the estaldish- 
ment of a public health organisation in rural areas through the 
medium of district boards who receive grants for this purpose. These 
public health circles, each under a sanitary officer, have been opened 
throughout the greater part of the province, and the annual grant is 
being increased by Rs. 3 lakhs to a total of Hs. 12 lakhs next year .to 
provide for the completion of this programme. Grants for measures to 
combat kala-asar and malaria have been increased by Bs. 50,000 and 
Rs. 20,000 respectively, and it has been decided to place on a per- 
manent footing the malaria research observatories established experi- 
mentally at iSonarpur and Krishnagar. Other objects for which 
larger grants have been provided are free vaccination and maternity 
and child welfare. The question of food adulteration is also becom- 
ing increasin^y important, and we have allotted funds to increase the 
staff in the public health laboratories ot Calcutta and Dacca. The 
co-oj>eration of district boaids in this work is also hoped for and a 
sum <if Hs. lt),(KK) has lieen included to enable grants to be give«i t\> 
several district boanls willing to establish and run a laboratory for 
the analysis of water and articles of food. 

The eiicounigement (»f local authorities to improve the supply of 
drinking water is one of the most pressing problems before us at 
present. District boards have been invited to take loans for this 
pur|K»««e on favourable terms, and a sum of Rs. 6 lakhs has been 
set aside next year in the Loons budget for the grant of such advan- 
ces. Municipai towns which have had water-supply schemes worked 
out and appcwved, ^iH rweive grants-in-aid as well as loans in some 
cases. The amounts provided are for expenditure likely to be incur- 
red next year and are shown at pages 75 and 95 of the fin^cial 
statement. In some cases the balance of the grants or a loan will be 
payable in the f<dlowing year. The list of these municipal • tos^** 
includes Asansol, Bansberia, Chandpur. Satkhira, Tamlpk, Bngliah 
Bawir (Malda), Brahmanbaria, Barisal, Jangipur. Jalpaiguri. Hidna- 
poi%, Dacca and Narayangmnj. The water-supply of Kalimpong^sriH 
also be improved, and the Tittagarh Sewerage Scheme .will be aided. 

Under Agriculture Jt is intended to continue a ladieme for Ike 
improvement of cattle at a cost of over Bs. 13,009. Under iMs 
•okiine gfanta aie made to co-operative societies for the pirdiase of 
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Imlli Jjttid pwmi* are paid to tlie owners of approved bulls. I nsay 
also Wiitioa tbat in the course of this year Ooremment decided to 
malfio |io cha^ in future for serum supplied to district boards to 
deal wkh epidemics of cattle-disease. Free serum up to a limit of 
Ks. 70,000 a year will be supplied. The biiildinps of the Itangpur 
Cattle Farm will also be improved and the river bank revetment of 
the Royal Botanic Garden will be put in order. A irrant of Rs. a»000 
is being given to the Viswa Bhanvti for its agricultural farm at 
Bolpiir. 

Objection was taken last year to the inadequate staff of auditors 
apiwinted by Government for cooperative societies, while the 
societies were required to pay few for audit. The deficiency was 
made good in jwrt by the ap|K>intnient of 46 auditors, funds for whom 
were voted by the (Council in the course of this year. I am glatl to 
say that we are pmviding next year for a further increase of 53 
auditors together with 2 insi)ectors for supervision. With this aug- 
mented staff it will then he possible to earn* out the audit of all 
societies including those which will come into existence during the 
year. It is the. intention in futui'e to regulate the number of auditors 
automatically according t(» the number of sfH’ieties to W audited. 

In the Department of Industries, the demonstration of improved 
processes in the soap and shellm* industries and for the manufacture 
of brass and hellmetal articles is l>eing continued and funds ore lading 
given for new’ experiments in the manufacture of cutlery articles and 
for research into oil-hearing seeds. The engineering se<*tion of the 
industrial research lalKimtory w'ill la* sitiqdied w'itb more e<|tupment. 

I have already mentioned the more noticeable civil works tinder 
the several heads. We propwe to initiate projwts estiuiateil to cost 
eventually Rs. 18,2J1,0(K), of which Rs. 12,75,(K)0 aj*e for ex|H*n(liture 
in 1930-31. The details of these as well as of works in pnigress are 
dhown in Appendix B of the financial statement. The only other 
important project that need be referred to here is the replacement of 
the bridge over the Teesta on the Kalim]K>iig Ibwd by a structure 
adequate to modem nee<ls at a cost of about Rs. 3J lakhs, of w'hich 
it is estimated that Rs. 2 lakhs will he spent next year. 

An important development has to he recorded in the electrical 
division of the Public Works Department. This kind of work has 
increased to such an extent in Calcutta and the districts that a 
reorganisation can no longer be delayed. An officer of the rank of 
Superintending Engineer will be placed in charge, with Executive 
Engineers under him. two in Calcutta to deal with works and stores 
and one at Dacca for the mufassal, together with increased subordinate 
staff. This is the staff considered to be indispensably necessary for tbe 
adequate and economical control of tbe electrical works and iustafla- 
iions in Ckiveviimcnt offices and buildings. 



M BCDOET SPEECH. [20niyrJ 

OoT«miiieiit hare endeaTomd, as far a» poa ri W a witiis tia 
Iwoareas at iliair dttpoiai, to make a fair tiumigkottt ilte 

Various branches of the admiaiatration. They hare been able to 
)nit before this Council new ultimate expenditure totalliag Re. 4^ 
lakhs, which is divided practically ectually between the Reserved and 
Transferred Departments of Government. This has been made p08» 
aiUe ]>art]y owing to the short expenditure during the current year 
and partly to the abnormal receipt of Rs. 52 lakbs and the consequent 
increase in our closing balance, (bily Rs. 3J lakhs of this new 
expenditure are, as 1 have said l)ef(»re, for st^hemes involving recur- 
ring ex|>enditure, and we must look to larger and expanding revenues 
before we can hojie to make any substantial and sustained progress. 
In the conditions which have prevailetl in the last few years and in 
view <»f the uncertainty of the future, our policy has been to maintain 
as sound a hnunciul jiosition as |)os.Hible and not to reduce our balan- 
ces too much or too rapidly. As the future situation is still uncer- 
tain, we must continue this policy of (caution. When introducing the 
budget last year I i-eferred to the visit of the Statutory Commission 
and t() the strong case that all parties in Bengal had put up for a 
revision of the hnancial settlement. We are now patiently and 
anxiously awaiting the rominissioirs report which is expected in the 
near future, and we confidently hope that the recommendations in 
that re|)ort will be in the direction of giving much financial relief to 
Bengal. It is perhaps hardly to l)e expected that any changes made 
as a result of these recommendations will come in time for the budget 
of 1031-32; hut I am sure that Bengal having waited patiently ever 
since l{f21, will cheerfully wait for one more year, provided that it 
is rleai l)eyoiid all doubt that relief from the j>ast |)enurA‘ is in imme- 
diate pros|M‘ct. With that hope we can l(K)k to the future with much 
more confidence. 




The Council then ndjoui-ned till 2-30 p.m.. on Thursday, the 
27th February, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



cf th» UgMaUM U rnt M mim m 

P K»i i i m •! tiw GwtrmiMiit tf ImH* Aat 


The CotTKcn. met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 27th February, 19JK), at 240 p.m. 

PrtMiit: 

Mr. President (the Hon’bie Raja Maxmatha Nath Riv CiiArDHum, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Mnberly, c.i.E., the 
Hon*ble Mr. A. Marr, c.i.e., the Hcm’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, 
KT., C.I.E., the three Hon’ble Minister.s and 84 uoininated and elected 
members. 


Oath or alllfiiiation. 

The folhoviiig uieinljeiN made an oath or affirmation of their 
allegiance to the Crown: — 

Rai Dr. Ilaridhan Dutt Baiiailiii. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bal. 

Babu Gokul Chandra Bural. 

Mr. S. M. Bose, Bar.-at-Law. 

Mr. R, Maiti, Bar.-at-Law. 

Rai Shashanka Kumar (thosh Bahadur, c.i.e. 

Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose. 

Mr. J. N. (iujita, c i.k., m.k.k. 

SUrroci Qimtiofit 

(to whioli oral aittwon mto givon). 

and AaM^tabaiar oharltalNo ttfapomarioa in tho iHalriot 
of donofo. 

m. Mr. K. e* RAY CHAUOHURIS (a) la the Hoa’bU Miaistor 
|a charge of the Local Solf-GoTommeDi D^ariment aware that rooeatij 
two charitable dispeiuariae hare been etiabliehod in tho dietiici erf 
Jeeeore, one by the poor people of Ganganandapnr and another by 
thoee of Amritabaaar? 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


{b) li it a ^et that both ilie localities are very nnliealUi^ and 
have no cbaiitaUe dispeasaries witliin a ra^ns oi about 15 mileef 

(c) Is it a fact that both the dispensaries baye been recognised by 
the Stirgeon>GeDerai with tbe OoTemment of Bengal? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that tbe Ganganandapur dis- 
pensary ia being subsidised by tbe local union board and an influential 
samindar has offered through the Collector a donation of Bs. 5,0001 
and a monthly subscription of Es. 15 towards its maintenance? 

(e) Is it a fact that both the dispensary committees and the union 
boai*ds in the localities approached the district board for a subsidy? 

(/) Is it also a fact that the applications were strongly recom- 
mended by the Civil Surgeon and the District Magistrate? 

(g) Is it a fact that the application from the Amritabasar dispen- 
sary committee has not been taken into consideration by the board? 

(h) Is it also a fact that the application from the Ganganandapur 
dispensaty was gianted by the finance committee but rejected by the 
boanl ? 

(i) If so, are the Government considering the advisability of 
inquiring into the matter? 


MINISTER in oharge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (thf HMi’bIg Kumar Stiib Shakharctwar Ray): {a) ( haritable 
dispensaries have been o|H*ned in villages Givnganandapui and Amrita- 
baaar in lessore district. 

(6) These two villages are not known to be more unhealthy than 
other parts of tbe Jessore district. There are charitable dispensariee 
within a radius of 15 miles. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes. 

(«) Yea. 

(/) Both applii^lions are recommended by the Civil Surgeon aa*d 
the District Magistrate. 

(g) The application from the Amritabasar dispensary committee 
is referred to in a resolution about the application for a grant to the 
Ganganandapur dispensary. 

(A) The application of the Ganganandapur diipensary for a grant 
was postponed fear six months at a meeting on the 20th July, 1929, to 
he considered al<fog with the application for aid to the Amriiahuar 
dispensary. 

(t) Does not arise. 
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QUE8TIOK8. 


5? 


if typiiti to ptrtom Mwr tini imrit tfi urtito to llit 
Ohril Itomti it Imtct. 

Miiitoi SYED MMIO lAKSH? (a) Will the Hon’U^ 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be [deaeed to siate^ 
whether the typists (specially) of the Civil Courts at Jessore are 
engaged to perform unremunerative works, such as preparation of 
copies of judgments in sessions cases for prisoners? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that Government resolution 
No. 6333J., datoil the 17th July, 1929, of the Judicial Department ia 
a departure from this local practice and does not imply that the typista 
should do these works free of charge? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions to put a stop to this irregular practice? 


MEMBER in oharge of dUDICIAt DEPARTMENT (ilia Hoii*Bto 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): (a) Yes. 

(b) No. Under rule 5, Chapter XII of High Court’s General 
Buies and Circular Orders (Civil Volume 1), every licensed typist is 
liable to be called upon to perform such unremunerated work as tho 
presiding officer of the Court may require, such os the copies of judg- 
ments for appellants in jail. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Mauhri SYED MAJID BAKtHs Will the Hon’ble Member kindly 
tell us whether he can make some provision for some remuueratioa 
for these typists? 


Tim Htfl’BM Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs The matter rests primarily 
with the High Court. 


MBHlvi BYED MAJID BAKBNs Will the Hon’hle Member kindly 
rel^ this matter to the High Court ? 


Hm ItoitWt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY l This is a request for 
action. In ally case I am not prepared to do this. 



QPBsnoia. 


{Z7n fii. 




*•9. Mauivi SYED 9ALALU0DIII HAtHEMYs (a) Is the 

Hon*ble Member in charge of the Police Department aware — 

(t) of a defalcation of over Us. 10,000 in 1921 in the office of the 
Inspector-General of Police; 

(it) that the defalcation was brought to light at the time ol making 
over charge by accountant Surendra Nath Bhattacharji to 
Akhoy Kumar Guba; and 

(tii) that departmental audit of the accounts was made by a dis- 
trict accountant Babu Saroda Kumar Bose and subsequently 
by the Accountant-General, Bengal; if so, with what 
result ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the accountant in fault was not put before the 
Court nor was any information lodged with the police for the arrest of 
the accountant in fault ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the defalcation arose on account of the neglect 
and ignorance of the account rules of the then Registrar? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Registrar was not called on to explain the 
matter nor was he ordered to make good the loss? 

MEMBER in oliMit of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho HonlMo 
Mr. A. N. MoBoHy): (a) (i) There were irregularities and defalcation 
by the accountant and cashier of the office of the Inspector-General 
of Police during the years 1918-22. The amount defalcated was less 
than Rs. 2,000 and was recovered. 

(it) No. The defalcation was brought to the notice of the Inspec- 
tor-General by the Registrar. 

(iii) The audit was made by the Accounlant-Generars staff and 
the Accountant-General submitted a report to Government with the 
result that the accounts were adjusted in consultation with that office. 

(h) The accountant absconded and was not prosecuted. Informa- 
tion a-as lodged with the police for his arrest. 

(f) There were two Registrars during the period of the irregulan- 
ties. The irregularities were facilitated by the non-observance of one 
of the rules of business of the Inspector-Oenerars office. 

(d) The Registrar (Rai Tarak Chandra Daita Bahadur) was called 
on to explain. There was no loss to Oovemment. 

Mmilvi EYED tALALUDOIN HAiHEMYs With raference to tha 
^mswer to question (6) trill the Hon’hle Member ha plMsad to atata 
whather the accountant was arrestad, or not? 




(wnmens. 


m 


^ HOilRLYl 1 must ask for notic*. Tfcit 
ocMrrmoe took ]^ce Roveral years ago, over 5 year*, long before my 
tine, and I do not know the fart* without iiu|uir.r. 


UMtarrad QiiMtiom 

(nMMrt to wkMi mr* IcM on tlw UMo). 

Altonnwoo givon to damonstraton doptitod to tho Ronanir Tokoooo 
Farm tor training. 

61. Ktti EMOADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hou’lde Uinister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Induatrie* Depuitmcnt be pleated to 
stat©— 

(i) how many demonstrators were deputed for 52 days to the 
Rangpur Tolutcoo Farm for trainingr in 1^28; and 

(it) on what basis they were granted travelling nllownnoef 

(b) Is it a fact that some of them were given transfer travelling 
allowance while others were given only ordinary travelling allowanced 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
halting allowances were gianted to themP 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister lie pleased to state whether the allowances were given to ail 
the demonstrators deputed P 

(«) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for the diflffrential treatment P 


MINISTER in ohargt nf AGRICULTURE Md INOUtTRIEt 
OEFARTMCNT (tlM Hantoto Khan Sahadur K. C. M. Fafagui)! 

(a) (t) Eleven. 

(a) (tt) and (b) Some drew transfer allowancee and some drew 
ordinar> tour allowances without halting allowance. The differenoe 
arose from the fact that the allowances were dmwn from different 
offices. All have now been placed on the same looting, namely, 
ordinary tour allowance without halting allowance. 

(c) No halting allowances were given, because eccommodation was 
provided at the lann. 

<d) and (e) Do not arise. 



QUM & mm * 






cXmti nOMIOil U fMMNi« 

•2. Mr. A. F. M. AIDUR RAHMAN: (a) WiU tlie Hon’Ua 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Deport- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing how many 
females are holding excise licences at present — 

(t) in Calcutta and Howrah; and 

(u) in the rest of the Presidency? 

(h) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state on what grounds 
these licences were granted to females? 

(c) Is it a fart that the Calcutta Licensing Board made a recom- 
mendation to Government to eliminate female licensees? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken in the 
matter ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Commissioner of Excise directed the 
Collector of Calcutta to entertain no application from females for excise 
licences? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state bis policy 
regarding the granting of excise licences to females ? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing how many females in Calcutta and Howrah are, 
at present, holding licences for sale of — 

(t) ganja and opium; 

(ii) country liquor; 

(m) foreign liquor; 

(iv) liquor in hotels and restaurants; and 

(t>) what ia their retpectiTe inoome? 

MINItTIR in olNU^. .f ACRIOULTURE «NI INOUSTRIEt 
(IXOItl) DEPARTMENT (tN Hm'M. Knmar IMdMnnHMr 
Rig) I (a) (t) Twenty-three. 

(it) Ninety-nine. 

(h) In ittost of the cases the licences are held jointly with a male 
and have been gristed mostly to the heirs of the deceased male 
UowiMe on special grou^^da such as continuance of on e^bliahed and 
reputed business concern, allowance of sufficient tinm to wind • 
business, etc. But in the case of pacbwai shope in Midntporo, it ia 



f:; 

♦l questions. ei 

wf^ that tlie caatomu7 praotioe i« for womaii to oony on tko 
btiMuws of brewing and therefore licence* are given to them where 
man are not available. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(«) No. 

(/) At present there is no definite policy in the matter of granting 
licences to females though there is a marked tendency in the depart* 
ment not to grant licences to females as ii result of individual efforts 
of some Commissioners of Excise. The whole Question is now under 
the consideration of the Government and a definite policy will be 
laid down as soon as possible. 

(g) (i) Five. 

(ii) Nil. 

(iti) Fifteen. 

(ir) Four. 

(r) The net incx)me is not known as it depends on the rent and 
other expenses inourre<l by the licensee in running the business. 


Promotion from luponritort to miffitors of oo-ofiirativt aooioliit. 

68. Mr. A. Fa M. AIDUR RAHMANS (a) Will the Hon*ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state on what basis the percentage of recruitment by pro- 
motion from supervisf^rs to auditors of co-operative societies was fixed ? 

(h) Wbat is the percentage of such promotion? 

(r) Has the Registrar of Co-operative Societies expressed any 
opinion regarding this percentage? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
this percentage to give more encouragement to the qualified snper- 
vism of the centra] banks than has hitherto been done? 


Tim ICIMII Mimliir K. C. M. FAROQUIl (a) The percent- 

age of lecruitment by promotion from supervisors to auditors of co* 
operative societies was fixed on the analog)' of the percentage ai pro* 
motion from subordinate services to the Bengal Junior Civil Service. 
*(h) 20 per cent. 

(c) Yes. 

(i) No. 



QFESTIOira: 


[27ni 


M«r wrtb wfcu n t fc 

•4. Mr. ARUN OHANORA tlNCHAl (a) Is the Hon’Ue 

Member in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(t) that under the termH of the kabuliyat by which the samindara 
of Bengal hold their lands they are bound to maintain^ 
repair and i^stniot embankments wherever and whenever 
necessary to protect the country from inundations; 

(it) that the tamindarK of Fatehsing and Rukkunpore in Mar- 
sh idabad have been receiving allowances from Government 
ever since the Moghul rule for the protection of the country 
from sandy inundations of the Mor river ; and 

(in) that, in spite of it, breaches occur every year in the Mor 
embankments and cause damages to the country side 
destroying all standing crops, desolating large tracts of 
land with deep deposits of sand, tearing up roads, choking 
up drains, and converting lower gfrounds in the interior 
into lagoons? 

(b) What steps, if any, are lieing taken by the Government to 
ensure the pniper application of the Govemment grants and safety of 
the surrounding country? 

(r) Are the Gt>vemiiient considering the desirability of removing 
the eiiibankinents altogether, ivnderiiig the country thereby less 
liable to the sudden and violent invasions of the sandy waters of the 
Mor and minimising the damage caused by them? 

(d) Are the Government (H>UHidering the desirability of inquiring 
how the deltaic region of the Mor will be affected by the excavation 
of the proposed Mor canal ? 

(e) If the Mor canal proposal is carried into effect, wbat steps the 
Government propose to take to safeguard the irrigation of the lower 
basin of tbo Mor ? 

Mfflitlll ill eHwgt «r IlffVeiiUf DtPAIITliiMT (IN HtiiHN 
•ir rrmN ONnNi^ Mllltr): (a) (t) No. 

(fi) It appears that the allowances are being paid from so far back 
M 1790 or even (a few years) earlier. 

(ill) Government have no information, 

(6) Attempts were made from time to time to induce the laniindaxe 
to maintain tN eQibankments in a more sattafactory ooiidition bnt tN 
Emhankment Act does not provide any means for compelling tNm 
to do so. 

(e) No. 



|4) aad (e) The questions referred to will be duly oonsidered in 
any icheme that may be drawn up. 

S*li dITENDRALAL SANNERdEEt Will the Hon^ble Member 
be pleased to inform us whether there is any seheme for the exoavsticm 
of the Mor canal? 

Tlia Hen’Ma Sir RR0VA8H OHUNDER HITTER I This is a 
matter entirely concemingf the Irrigation l)e])iirtnient. 

Urn dITENDRALAL SANNERdEE: SouiebcHly should be able 
to answer this. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. H. d. Twynam)! Perhaps I can give some information. There 
was a scheme, hut it is in a preliminiirv stage. 

BMni dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: On whi«h side of the river, 
the northern or the southern side? 

Mr. H. d. TWYNAM: I rattst nsk for notice of this. 


Artioloi of ufiiform of tho CaloiitU oml Bongil Polioo. 

SS. Maulvi ASHRAFUDDIN CHAUDHURII (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department he pleased to 
state — 

(i) what are the articles of uniform of Calcutta and Bengal Police; 
and 

(li) the names, addreane* of the partiei* who supply thoae article* 
together with their rates? 

(6) Are the articles of uniform the products of the Bengal Presi- 
dency or of elsewhere? 

(c) What are the reasons fcH* not purchasing from local firms tho 
articles manufactured and available locally? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the Government instructions are to giro 
preference to articles made locally ? 

in* HM*hto Sr. A. S. HOlISLVt (.) (i) Th. mwobw i. mUmi 
to ndea 142T to 14jK ia Clwptor XXXIV of th* P»Uc. B#»iStioM, 
Bengol, Vdiume I, wkidi slmw the articles of owtiorm suppliodt^ 
amnbors of the proriiHiiol polioe f6roe» A list sbowiiif tho uoiform 
of tho snbowBiiato rmlci of tho Calcutta Polico forco k laid on tho 
tabla. 
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(n) Am prescribed in rale 1442 fd the Police jBegrukiiotkSf Bengal, 
‘the supply of uniform is obtained by calling tenders, prefersnoe being 
given to tbe Jail Department. The source of supply and the rates are 
Aot therefore the same every year. 

(b) The samples produced with the tenders for approval are not 
necessarily the manufactures of Bengal. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise in view of the above answers. 


Xiit of uniform referred to in the reply to claute (a) (i) of unitarred 
qvetiion No. 66. 

Artleles of imiform of the Onlouttn Polieti 


Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, Sergeants and Writer Head Constables — 

Foot Police. 


Helmet. 

Forage cap. 

Pugree. (Up-country inspec- 
tors and sub-inspectors.) 
Patrol coat. 

Trousora. 

Boots. 


Gaiters. 

Sword belt. 

Sword. 

Whistle. 

Greatcoat. 

Wnterproof. 


Head Constables and Constables — Foot Police. 


Pugree. 

Coat. 

Jumper. 

Cardigan. 

Knickers. 

Puttees. 

Boots. 


Shoes. 

Belt. 

Greatcoat. 

Waterproof. 

I>athi. 

Umbrella. 

Whistle. 


Inspector, Sergeant-Major and Sergeants — ^Mounted P<^ce. 


Helmet. 

Forage cap. 

Patrol coat. 
Ovwralli. 

Wellington boots. 
Breeobea. 
ladc boots. 

Sword bolt. 


Sword. 

Whip. 

Whistle. 

Greatcoat. 

Waterproof. 

Saddle. 

Bridle. 
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Beamldar, 

Jamadars and Sowers-^Mounted PoBoa. 

Pagwa. 

Sword. 

€oat^ 

Ohowri. 

Breeoliea. 

Whistle, greatcoat, watarproof. 

Pattees. 

Undress pugree. 

Jack boots. 

Undress shirt. 

Ankle boots. 

Jodhpur breeches. 

Oummerband. 

Cardigan. 

Belt. 

Saddle, bridle. 

Armed Police-rnspeetor, Sergeant-Majors, Sergeants and Jamadars 


and Patrol Sergeants. 

Helmet. 

Cardigan. 

Forage cap. 

Shirt. 

Frock. 

Belt. 

Shorts. 

Sword. 

Puttees. 

Revolver. 

Boots. 

Greatcoat. 

Slacks. 

Waterproof. 

Flavildars, N, 

uiks, lmrK‘e Naiks and Sepoys — Armed Police. 

Pugree. 

Puttees. 

Coat. 

Boots. 

J uraper. 

Beit. 

Cardigan. 

Greatcoat. 

Shirts. 

Waterproof. 

Commi^oner’ 

s and Depbty Commissioner’s personal orderlies. 

Coat. 

Greatcoat. 

Breeches. 

Oaidigan. 

Pugree. 

Shoes. 

Noie.—WtMrprooU are issued and kept for general use and for 
dietribuiion to officers and men entitled to free kit and going on out- 
door duties for which waterproofs will be actually ie<|uired during the 
rains. This will include both men actually on duty at any one given 
time and those going <mt to relieve them. The total number of 
waterproofs in slock idioidd not exceed 70 per cent, of the total 

eUaagik. 




«3 QVmmSB. Itfm 1^. 

Rioifit famine In the BrahmanlMHi eybdiviaien ^ the Ti|i|Mra iietrM. 


m. Maulvi AtHRAFUDDIN CHAUDHUIII: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing for the Brahmanbaria subdivision 
of the Tippera district — 

(i) the number of people affected by the recent famine; 

(it) the area in each of the thanas affected ; 

(tit) the money paid by Government — 

(a) as gratuitous relief, 

(b) as agricultural loan, 

(c) by any other means to help the people in distress; 

(tr) when the area has been declared as famine stricken; 

(r) the month from which the agricultural loan is being distributed 
unuiiigst the affected |)eople; 

(vi) the actual amount advanced or paid by Government to the 

{leople in distress up to January, 19.S0 — 

(fl) by way of relief, 

(b) as agricuitural loan; 

(vii) the number of deaths that have occurred within the affected 

area, either directly or indirectly due to starvation; and 

(viii) the names of the persons who died of starvation? 


(6) Is the Hon’bie Member aware that Abu Musa, Sasi Mohan and 
another man of the village of Paksimull named Asraf Ali, died 
of starvation within the famine^ected area? 

(c) Is the Hon’bie Member aware that the Secretaiy, Chmita Relief 
Committee, published a declaration that Abu Musa, eoa of Sekaadar 
AH, died of starvation on the 2lst of October, 1929? 

(d) Is the Hon*b]|e Member aware that famine hee also htokma out 
in the poliee^tatio^s Daudkandi and Homna, within the Sadar sul^ 
diTiiion cd the Tippera district? 





ocwmsf. 


J » HWMt Mr mVAtN OHUNDIR WITTIRi («) (*) Th» 

nmnW of persons, more or less, affected by tbe 
2,50,000, of whom about 50,000 were seriously affected. 


(u) Names of thanas. 

Area affected 
(in square milee). 

(1) Nasimagar 

... 95 

(2) Sarail 

... 66 

(3) Brahmanbaria 

... 90 

(4) Kasha 

.. 25 

(5) Nabinagar 

... 21 

(6) Bancbarampur 

... 10 


Total ... 306 


(m) (a) Rs. 5,500. 

(5) Rs. 2,63,000. 

(c) (i) Ixjans issued by the Bruhmanbaria central bank to its rural 
societies from Ist June, 1^, Rs. 2,29,120. 

(it) lioans issued by the Nabinaiir&r central bank to its rural societies 
from Ist June up to date, Rs. 50,000. 

Loans proposed to be issued by the Zamindar of the Sarail Estate 
in consultation with Subdivisional Officer, Brahmanbaria, Rs. 55,000. 

Amount paid by tbe Zamindar of tbe Sarail Estate for gratuitous 
relief, Rs, 6,000. 

Amount collected by tbe Subdivisional Officer, Circle Officers, and 
tbe Cential Relief Committee, Bnihmanbaria, Rs. 6,762. 

Amount sanctioned bv the district board for relief works, 
Rs. 10,000. 

Amount advanced by Government to district board for further 
relief works, Rs. 20,000. 

(iv) The area has not been declared as famine-etricken •• famine 
conditions do not exist, although there is distress in some of the ateas 
affected by tbe floods. 

(e) Kovember, 1929. 

(et) (m) As gratuitous rtBef, Be. tjSM* 
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AdraiiMd hj OoreniBtaitt to the district board for rotial srork s , 
Es. 20,000. 

(h) Hi. 1,43,096. 

The bolacce of about one lakh has been earmarked for adTances in 
Pebmary, 1930, for the purchase of cattle and a^icultural operations. 

(vii) There have been no deaths from starvation, according to the 
inquiries made by Government. 

(viit) Does not arise. 

(6) Inquiries into the deaths of (1) Abu Musa, (2) Sasi Mohan, and 
(3) Asraf Ali, who are alleged to have died of starvation were made, 
but the reports were ascertained to be baseless on information obtained 
from responsible people. 

(1) Abu Musa died of dysentery, (2) Sasi Mohan, a boy of 4 years, 
died of measles complicated with intestinal catarrh as certified by a 
respectable private medical practitioner, (3) Asraf Ali died of fever. 

(c) Tee. 

(d) No. 


Oifioliona eultivation. 

07. Mr. ARUM OHANDRA SINGHA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the stock of 
cinchona, quinine, and its allied products is going on accumulating 
and at present more than twenty years’ supply is in store? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the people of the presidency 
are dying by thousands every year of malaria? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of distributing 
the drug free in the affected districts? 

(d) Will the Hou’ble Member be pleased to state the reason why 
the sale of the drug has been so restricted that the charitable dispen* 
saries under privote management cannot get Mufficient supply? 

<e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Bengal is capable d supply* 
ing her own needs ^and those of the whole of India ? 

(/) n so, what ate the nsatons for stopping further cnltiTation and 
production of quinine? 
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products are incrMfd&g. Provincial stooka Md at prenant 
would last lor 2 or 3 years at present rates of demand. 

(b) The member is referred to the reply to starred question 1^ 27 
asM by Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy <m the 6th February, 1980. 

(e) Provision of Rs. 1,20,000 for this purpose is made annually in 
the Public Health budget, and a special additional allotment of 
Rs. 80,000 was made in the year 1928-29. The Revenue Department is 
concerned with the manufacture and not with the distribution of 
quinine. 

(d) The sale of the drug has not been restricted and charitable dis- 
pensaries under private management can get all the quinine they 
require on poyment of the price. 

(s) Bengal is capable of supplying the present needs of the province 
but not its full f)oteiitial needs. Bengal cannot supply the needs of 
the whole of India. 

</) There is no question «»f stopping the further cultivation and 
production of quinine: extensions of the planted area are still g«Hng 
on. 


Niimlmr of noiHliiiofiiliNitfOfial Ngh Engiitb toliooto for lioyt aiMl 
the strongtli of tlioir toaohing stiff. 

at. Miuivi ASHRAFUODIN CHAUDHURIS Will the Hon’ble 
Minivter in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the t4ible o statement showing — 

(i) the present number of mixed Government high English schools 
in this province; 

(ti) the number of students and the relative strength of tht 
different communities; and 

(hi) the number of teachers teaching general subject# and the 
relative etrength of each community f 

MINItTiR in olmrii of iOUCATION OEPAMTIliiNT (tlio 

lion*Mo Mr. Ktimli Ml liim ii iin ): (t) There are 86 nou-denomiliM* 
tional high schools for boys. 

(u) and (hi) Statements containing these particulars regarding 
theee schools are laid on the table. 
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StaUment rdferfi U in ths rtplp ta clouts (ii) of unUorrOd quottion 
No. 68 thowing the total number of ttudenU of each community 
in the non^enominational Government high tchoolt for boyt in 
Bengal. 


Number of schools 

M 

Number of students— 

Hindus 

... T,9T8 

Muhammadans 

... 2,364 

Christians 

39 

Others 

... 218 

Total 

... 10,694 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (Hi) of unstarred question 
No, 68 showing the strength of the teaching staff. 


Moslems 

... 113 

Non-Moslems 

... 320 

Total 

... 438 


Ltoturtr in the ArriHe Dipartmefit, CalcutU Madrasah. 

Mb Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: (a) U the Hon'ble 
Minister in char^re of the Education Department aware that the poet 
of a lecturer in the Calcutta Madrasah, Arabic Department, wge 
adrertised and ^p|dications were received up to the 22nd June, 1929 P 

(6) Is it a fact that the selection was made on the 23rd July, 1929? 

(e) Is it a fact that the non-official member, representing the 
governing body on the sub-committee, dissented in the matter of 
selection f 

(d) Is it a fact that the vacancy has not yet been permanently 
Ailed npf 

(e) If the answer to (iD is in the affirmative, will the H<m'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason? 


Tim HMl’Mt Mr. KHWAdA NAllMUDDINl (a) Tas- 






% 


AppUcftions w»r« oonsidered faj a siib-cGaiiiiiittM •ppoiaM hy^ 
the foverniiig body on the 23rd Jnly, 1229. 

(cji and (e) Cloveminent are not prepared to diaclooe the proceedingi 
of the governing body or of any sub-committee appointed by it. 

(d) Yea. 


Statement laid on the table as prdmised on the 20th February^ 1930, 
in reply to a question supplementary to starred question .Yo. 53 
put by Maulri Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. 


Migiitrtte’i order to prowont obstruction, Hot, oto« 


(No. XXI. Schedule V, Act V, 1898.) 

(Section 144, Cr. P. C.) 

In the matter of public meetings, etc., in the certain parts of the 
district of Jessore. 

Section 144, 'Cr. P. C. 

W 11 KWA 8 it appears from a report dated the 28th December, 1929 
(marked 1), submitted to me by the Superintendent of Police, Jessore, 
that luef tings will l)e held in certain parts of this district. 

Am) whereas such meetings will be held with a view to oanying 
on a propaganda against union boards established by law in this dis* 
trict and creating geneial disaffection against the Government estab- 
lished by law in British India, as well as among the different classes 
of His Majesty’s subjects, with objectionable speeches (with or with- 
out magic lanterns), with demonstrations including the taking out of 
objectionable processions, with the exhibition of objectionable banners, 
flags, etc., with objectionable sounds or cries, and in Various other 
ways, such meetings or demonstrations involving disturbance of the 
public tranquillity, riot, affray, and lawlessness. 

Ann whereas in my opinion, there is in the circumstances, suffi- 
cient ground for proceeding under section 144, Or. P. C., and that 
immediate prevention and speedy remedy are desirable. 

I, therelorek under section 144, Cr. P. 0., in view of the material 
bmts of the case, as noted above, direct all indtviduala concerned and 
the public generally to abstain from bolding or attending such meet- 
ings or demonstrations, etc., as aforesaid within the local limits of 
Kolwali, Kaliganj, Bagherpera and Salikha police-stations of this 
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Any cause wldch is aougiit ta be eliowii against tiiis order may be 
sbowB before me in my coart on tbe lOtb January, 19W. 

OiTen under my hand and the sea] of this court, this day the 28th 
December, 1929. 

A. S. Lakjuk, 

Dutrict Magiitraie^ j€$tore» 

The 28th December, 1929, 


Forwarded to the Superintendent of Police, Jessore, for service 
and report. 

A. S. Lahkut, 

District Magistrate, Jessore, 

The 28th December, 1929, 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Canaral diaousaion of the Budget of the Govemment of Bengal for 

1S3S-S1. 


Mr* RRBSIDENTt There will now l)e a general discussion of the 
Budget for 1980-31. 

Mft d. N. GUPTA 8 May I have the indulgence of the House for a 
few minutes to make some observations on the next year’s budget, 
and the administrative problems affected by it. I think we have reason 
to congratulate ourselves and the Hon’ hie Finance Member on the 
fact that we are not •laced with a deficit budget, and that the 
expected revenues of the province are sufficient to meet our require- 
ments. But as the Hon'ble Member hus himself pointed out our 
somewhat solvent position next year is mainly due to a windfall of 
nearly Rs. 5t l^dis from probate duty on a large estate, yet he 
apprehends that our reserve fund will be redu<^ next year to the 
extent of Rs. 79) lakhs. Therefore our position is not altogether one 
for satisfaction or congratulation, and the Hon*ble Member has been 
compelled to follow a cautious policy and provision has been made for 
additional recurring expenditure of only 3 lakhs of rupees. Indeed 
he says that we are faced with the position that though our financial 
resources have been somewhat augmented, yet unless we have Bir 
larger and more ^otpanding sources of income, we cannot hope to put 
forward any scheme ot substantial progress in this profince. 1 need 
hardly say that we egree with the Hon'ble Member in this view. But 
I had hoped that this year, when we are standing on the threshdid 
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enutitatkmal chaagM, mvolriat « i^waagwuMt of 
tbo^flMiicial rmuroM at tli« pfovbee* we should take the opportoaitv of 
reriMratg our financial position and make a strong representation befoie- 
the Wov^ent of India or the authority which will have to deid 
fin^with this question for a revision of our piosent financial 
position. The Hmi’ble Member has. however, thought it better to 
adopt a more restrained and cautions attitude; perhaps be thinks 
modesty is more likely to arouse pity in the breasts of our masters 
than plain speaking. We. however, feel on this side of the House, 
that this IS a psychological moment when we should all combine, 
official and non-official members of the House, of all shades of opinion, 
with the Government and demand that justice should be dime to 
Mngul. This is pre-eminently an (H-casion when we mnsi cast aside 
the proverbial meekness and diM-ility of the Bengali character and show 
to the rest of India that Bengal is capable of fighting for her rights on 
an occasion like thifl. 

Within the short time at my disposal it u not possihle for me, 
with my limited knowledge, to place before you the hisfoiv of the long 
continued starvation of this province at the hands of the Central 
Government, and the dire and di.stressful consetpumces of that policy 
to this^ province. We all know that after the Reforms, our ffosition 
has still further deteriorated whereas those of other provinces has 
f^hown a marked imjirovement. Nothing which I can say on the floor 
of this House will lie new to you. We know that Bengal, probably 
the richest province in India, with an income of Rs. 86 crores is left 
with n poor income of only Rs. 11 crores to cater to the requirements 
of a population of nearly 46 millions. Comjiare this with Bombay 
with a population of 19 millions, having an income of over Rs. 16 
crores. The Punjab with an income* of Rs. 18 crores is left with 
Rs. 11 crores and the United Provinces w'ith an income of Rs. 16 
crores has Rs, 13 crores. We do not see any reason why the most 
populous and richest province in India should lie subjected to a treat- 
ment which must inevitably tend to make her the roost backward and 
poorest {Hovince in time. Our sources of imome are inade<|uate and 
inelastic. 0||r entire income-tax and customs revenues are taken away 
by the Government of India : so also our income from the chief 
monopoly produce— jute — amounting to nearly Rs. 8} crores. With 
onr smaU ineome we have to maintain in Oalenitta which pays crores 
of mpeea to the cfiffers of Government of India a costly police force 
costing over 40 lakhs of rupees for which we get no contribution from 
the Central Government. May I therefore suggest that this House 
should consider the advisibility of forming a strong committee cxmi- 
posed of oflScial and non-official members who should make a last effort 
to piece our ease before the powers-that-beF I do not know whether 
His Hxcdleney the Viceroy will have to place our case before the 
Bottse of Cokmotts. That is a matter which His ExetUeiicy tho 
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Vicmy vili liave to decide and advice us, how our cuss cuu lm npro^ 
aented aomehow before, the joint committee of the Honeea of 
P^u^liament. I ack the House to suppoi-t me to give an assurance to 
His Excellency the Viceroy » who is most anxious to rally all shades 
of responsible opinion in India to the cause of ordered and bonstitutional 
progress, that in Bengal all shades of public opinion, conservative, 
liberal and Governmental, are united in thinking that this state of 
things cannot be tolerated, and cannot be (‘ontinued and that nothing 
wiU rally public opinion in Bengal so effectively as an assurance from 
His Excellency that Bengal will receive a parity of treatment with 
other provinces. 

May 1 now say a few words on the budget itself. As I have said 
before, the only recurring expenditure of Rs. 3^ lakhs is provided for 
in the budget. Ah for capital exj>enditure, the Hon’ble Member has 
provided Hs. 5 lakhs for Police, Rs. 4 lakhs for Education, Rs. 3 lakhs 
for Public Health, and something for Agriculture. On the whole he 
said that the available surplus of the province has been divided equally 
between the Reserved and Transfened Departments. But we must not 
forget in 4 his (^ounectibn that the transferred di^partments have 
started with an initial disadvantage of having been starved for a 
considerably long time. 

Turning now to the proposed Education grant of Rs. 4 lakhs, the 
Hon'ble Member has pointed out how expendituiT) on Education in the 
transferred side has giowu from Rs. 97 lakhs to over Rs. 130 lakhs, but 
it must be rememliered that this grant is entirely for higher education 
and, as far as 1 can gather, there is nothing in this grant for mass 
education at all. On the other hand, exi)enditure on })olice administra- 
tion has grown by leaps and bounds; in 1913, it was only Rs. 94 lakhs, 
and to-day it is well over 2 crores of rupees, engrosses one-fifth of 
the total revenue of the province. 1 have myself been a Government 
servant and fully realize and I am sure every responsible member of 
this House realizes the vital importance of upholding law and oi*der, 
but at the same time we cannot afford to forget the fact that a most 
mischievous vicious circle is being established in this province. Con- 
tinued expeiidtlima on the police means that there is lesi| and less on 
the nation-building departments, the result being more and more 
dissatisfaction nnmng the intelligent sections of the people foUoweil by 
orimes and the time has come for taking \>old and drastic mee^urea 
fof breaking through this vicious circle and instal such measures as 
will bring happiness to the people. 

Going further into details, I find that for Agrioulipre provision has 
only been made for the improvement of cattle and for the pfovision of 
free serum for caitle inoculation. We all remember that the Royal 
Commission on Agriculture, when dealing with agricultural prograas 
of the different tuuvinoea in India, came to the oouclusion that Bengal 
was one of the most backward provinces in India, and that expenditure 
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on Jib vital sphere of the admiiustratioa was far bdiiiid the neesAai* 
tiee of the situation. Where Bengal has increased its expenditure from 
Rs. 8 to Rs. 12 lakhs in 8 to 10 years, the Punjab and the United Pro- 
vinces have increased their expenditure to Rs. 22 to Rs. 25 lakhs, 
respectiTely. 

Tunung to the questitHk of Sanitaiitm and Public Health, 1 think 
we will all agree that in Bengal this is u more vital question than in any 
other part of India, and I am glad to find that there is a provision of 
Rs. 3 lakhs to enable district boards to complete a scheme for provid- 
ing a staff of health officers for rural areas. Anyone who has had 
experience of the volume of health and preventive work to be done in 
this provin(*e will agree with me that this pit>visioii again falls fur 
short of requirements of the situation. While in (he Presidency Divi- 
sion the Alipore District Board, under the guidance of my friend 
Mr. Cassells, then Magistrate, did most valuable work in this field, 
but there i.s a vast scope for much more intensive work wanting lakhs 
and lokhs of rupees in this direction. 1 have seen villages in Midnuimre 
depopulated and I know, as a matter of fact, that kala-arar and malaria 
have established themselves on the very vitals of the jieople, and it is 
high time that Government ought to fully realize its resjsjiisibilities 
in this matter. Irrigation too is very badly neglected. We all know 
that the Agriculture Commission said, when in this Province, that the 
bulk of the allotments for Irrigation had l>e«»n spent on waterways, 
and we find that on uu average only Rs. 3 lakhs have been spent on 
Irrigation pro|>er out of the total of Rs. 12 lakhs allotted, the rest be- 
ing devotefl to the uj>keep of waterways. Small irrigation schemes in 
Bankura, which I represent in this House, did a lot of good work with 
limite<l funds started some years ago by some energetic district officers; 
these schemes are now in a moribund condition for want of funds and 
really expert engineers. I strongly urge for more funds to be set 
apart for irrigation s<*hemes for Bankura and Birbhum — 

Blbll dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: The memlier is drifting away 
from his point. Should he not address his remarks to the Chair f 

Mf. PRESIDENT I I did not like to upset Mr. Gupta as he was 
making his maiden speech, or interrupt the flow of bis rhetoric, but I 
may tell him that the practice of the House is that every word that a 
member wishes to speak should be addressed to the Chair and not to 
the members of the Houee. 

Mr. im N. QUPTAs My many humble apologies to the Chair. 1 
hope you will not find me err in this respect in future. 


Mr. PRiilbENT: Tour time is up. 
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Mr* 4. Ni CUPTAs May 1 luive 5 minutefl more? 

Mn PREtiOENT: Tee, you may. 

MTi lit N* GUPTA: 1 should say that the time has come when 
Beniral must take compreheosive measures for the economic U}dift of 
the people. We have schemes already initiated under the Local Self- 
Government Act, we have a circle system, we have union boards, and 
we thus have a machinery available to enable us to take up rural 
reconstruction work in Hgbt earnest. 

8 p.m. 

If we have in each union a medical institution, a union farm, and 
also a model sc‘hool for 150 students, I think we will make a good 
beginning. For this puiTjose even if we take only selected union 
boards, it will require a erore of rupees. To follow, however, a 
cautious iwlicy we will ask the Finance Member to let us have at least 
Its, 50 lakhs — I hope he will not start at the mention of this figure — 
and let the people to lie l)enefite(l by the scheme, raise the other Rs. 50 
lakhs hj* self-taxation. liet us begin at once. The betterment of the 
political and economit* foundation of the country depends entirely 
on the way in which we are able to do useful and constructive work in 
this direction, and there is no other task which is so important for 
Bengal at the present moment. I^et Government introduce a Bill — 
a Rural lle<*onstruction Bill — but if the Government think that they 
aie not prepared to do this, I dare say the non-official ineiiiljers of this 
House will be prepaml to bring forward such a Bill. 

It may he said that the Bill for rural rm*onstruction work may 
clash with the siherne of primary education for which legislation has 
already lieen proiwsed by the Government. In my humble opinion 
the introduction of T^niversal Priinar>^ Education Bill may wait till 
we receive a Wtter rec*ognitioii of our financial needs from the Gov- 
ernment of India and till Government are in a position to make a 
substantial finan(da! contribution to the scheme. It will be a grave 
]Kditical blunder to launch u|ion a wheme of universal primary educa- 
tion of the masses without the sympathies of the very people in whose 
interest it is conceived. There are many places in western 
Bengal where compulsoiy* primary education is bound to be a failure 
under the present conditions, you cannot get pupils to go to school 
where during the fever season the majority of the people are down 
with fever. I will with some confidence say that I have some 
practical ex|»erience of the lines on which primary education can be 
pushed in this equntry. It will he a great mistake to expect under 
the present wnditions any attendance in schools during the fever 
season. The sc^heiiie lor rural ret'onst ruction must take precedence over 
universal coinimlsory primary educ'ation. You cannot go very far 
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your scheme for primary education now, however much you wish 
to so. I therefore heg the House to consider whether it will not 
he wiser to do the spade work by introducing a Rural Reconstruction 
Bill. 

Next, I would like the House to consider whether something should 
not be done for the unemployed educated young men of the ctiuntry, 
to relieve the distress of the intelligentsia of the province. The 
€k>vemor of the Central Provinces in the short time he has been there 
has signalised his short tenure of service by appointing a spei!ial com* 
mittee to investigate this matter. I consider scientific ugi'iculture and 
farming to be a veiy suitable ocx^upation for our unemployed young 
men. Hie attention of the Government of India was drawn to this 
matter, but nothing had been done. While in the Board 1 collaborated 
with an energetic district officer and we formulated a sc'heme of an 
experimental farm in the Sunderbans tract of that district. But how 
could auy scheme be worked without a lead from the Government and 
the provision of adequate funds? I would most strongly urge that 
a well considered scheme for the establishment of such farms in 
selected areas should be laid down and at least 5 lakhs of rujiees on 
this head be provided in the budget. 

Lastly, as regards the military training of your young men, I 
would urge that a strong committee of official and non-official members 
of this House lie appointed to examine the whole question and put 
forward its recommendations for providing adequate facilities for our 
young men to receive military training. The Calcutta University 
not long ago passed a resolution on military training being made 
compulsory for all our students. 

I will not detain you, gentlemen, any longer. But let me say to 
the members of this House that Bengal has lost much valuable time, 
let us now tadte up constructive work in right earnest. And to the 
Government need I say that there should be no object dearer than 
the uplift of the masses. 

Mlliarsla dAGADISN NATH ROY, «f Olfiajpuri Mr. President, 
Sir, I am tempted to make a few genersl observations on the budget 
that has been presented to us by the Hon’We the Finance Member, 
although I feel that for a new member of the Council like myself it 
is not possible to deal with the questions arising o^ of the hud|^t 
with such precision and accuracy as may be possible tw a senior 
member to do. In spite however of the unavoidaWe disadvantage 
under which I am labouring I shall make an attempt to make a few 
observations regarding wbat I have been able to gather tmm the 
budget Bguree presented to us. Sir, the tnancial position of the 
DovemmenI as disclosed by the Iradget figuiws is periiaps an index 
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of (bft pro»f)#rity or othonrise of the administration and I can hardly 
congratulate the Hon^ble Member upon the budget he has presented 
to us. I think the Hoii'ble Member is himself conscious of the fact 
that the budget is a deficit budget, as he has himself said that to 
meet the ex|»enditure of the next year a large drawal is required to be 
made from the balances, with the result that the closing balance is 
expected to be reduced by lls. 791 lakhs. The Hon'ble Member has 
referred to the windfall of Rs. 52 lakhs which enabled him to meet 
the expenditure of the current year and that even with this additional 
Rs. 52 lakhs the revised receipts and expenditure on revenue account 
this year practically balance. We have been told that in the current 
year there is a decline of Rs. 19 lakhs under ‘^Stamps*’ and Rs. 8 lakhs 
under “ Registration/' which is attributed to the amended Bengal 
Tenancy Act, which is said to be the main underlying cause for the 
decline, although dull trade conditions are said to have influenced it to 
some extent. May I venture to ask the Hon'ble Member whether the 
general economic condition of the country is more responsible for the 
fact that fewer documents are being executed and registered in respect 
of lands than before and whether dull trade conditions only reflect the 
general economic condition of the people. During the present year as 
well us the last year the condition of the agriculturists in many 
districts in Bengal, including the district of Dinajpur which I 
lepresent, has l)een anything but satisfactory. It is well known to the 
Government that last year there was acute scarcity in many districts 
and the pros[>ects of the present year, at any rate in my district, are 
far fiiun reassuring. If the agriculturist suffers from acute economic 
distress, the landowners, the merchants and all men, carrying on 
various professions, are bound to suffer from financial difficulties and 
transactions in the shape of conveyances regarding landed properties 
are also affected a good deal. I venture to submit, therefore, Sir, that 
an investigation may l)e made as to how far the decline in the number 
of conveyances affecting lands is due to general economic causes, and 
how far to the amended Tenancy Act. 

I desire, Sir, to congratulate the Hon’ble Member as he has found 
it possible to pftjvide for increased expenditure in the transferred 
departments in spite of a fall in the expected receipts by about Bs. 43 
lakhs. It is a happy feature of the budget that the needs of educa- 
tion, public health and agriculture have not been ignored and that 
attempts have been made for their steady improvement so far as pos- 
sible. The provision for an increased exiienditure of Re. 4 lakhs under 
Education** on the transferred side is satisfactory so far as it goes, 
and 1 am happy to find that the Government has seriously taken up 
the question of 4»e improvement of the physical condition of the 
students. It is a mat(wr of common knowle^ that the general health 
of our boys studying in sc*ho<ds is far from satisfaiioiy’ and that 
physical culture of the boys on well directed lines is one of the crying 
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i * «" si*** ‘hat the gn«t for the promotion of 

*" non-GoTernment schooh has been int namd fitwn 

^ ^ ^ whether the provision made 

18 adequate to meet the demands of the non^Jovemment schools, and 
I have no doubt that Government will be prepared to increase the grant 
if the provision is found to be inadequate to secure the object in 
view. Compulsory physical training of the boys has not yet been 
enforced and it i» high time that ways and means should be devised as 
to how our boys may be made to prosjier not only intellec^tualiy but 
also physically. Along with physical culture comes the question of the 
supply of wholesome and nutritious food. The Hon ’hie Member has 
very rightly remarked that the question of food adulteration is becom- 
ing inci^asingly imi>ortant and funds ha%e. therefore, been allotted to 
increase the staff in the public health laboratories at ('alcutta and 
Dacca and a sum of Ks. 10,(KK> has been included to enable grants to 
be made to district boards willing to establish and run a laboratory 
for the analysis of water and articles of food. In this connection, I 
desire to |K)int out that the pi*esent Fmid Adulteration Act does not 
seem to lie adequate to deal with the appalling increase of adulterated 
articles of food with which the mai^cet is flooded and which is respon* 
Bible for the deterioration of health not only of the boys but also of the 
people in genenil and which accounts for the increase of diseases of 
various kinds which the Public Health Department has to grapple 
with. It seems to me that legislation on more drastic lines is neces- 
sary to combat this growing evil and that articles of food sold in the 
market us vegetable ghee or vegetable products and with similar other 
denominations may l)e properly dealt with. The question of the supply 
of pure articles of food brings me on to the question of the supply 
of pure milk, which has betuime a rare commodity in the country. 
Infantile diseases and diseases of the children are mainly due to the 
want of pure milk uimn which alone the life of the child de[>ends. 
The problem bas already become very acute and unless serious atten- 
tion is given to this matter immediately, it will not be |)osiible to 
improve the health of the children and young lioys and girls, who are 


fast deteriorating in health. Some efforts ore being made by the 
co-operative societies for the supply of pure milk but the problepi 
cannot lie solved until the bigger question of increasing the quantity 
of pure milk obtainable in the market is satisfactorily solved. I think 
it will not be disputed that the yield of miUc of the country cows is 
gradually decreasing due to various causes of which the main causes 
appear to be want of proper grasing grounds and want of breeding 
bulls of the approved standard. The Hon’ble the Finance Member 
has told us that public health <»*ganisations in rural areas have been 
promoted by Government in recent years and Mm annual grant to 
district boards for these orgmnisationa is being increased by Bs. 3 lakbs. 
It seems to nle, Sir» to be essential that strict supervision regarding 
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the ffapi>ly of pure artlclee of food and particularly pure milk should 
be one of the primary funetionn of the sanitary officen in charge of 
"the health organisations. We have been told that under '*Agricnl- 
ture^' it is intended to continue a scheme for the improvement of cattle 
at a cost of Rs. 13^000. In this connection may I suggest to the 
Government that one of the practical ways of improving the condition 
^f cattle is the establishment of model cattle farms where the people 
may see with their own eyes how the condition of the cows can be 
improved and bow they can be made to give more milk. There is a 
cattle farm at Rangpur and I would suggest that such farms may be 
established in all districts where agric^uitural farms have already been 
instituted. The scheme is not likely to be very costly and I invite the 
attention of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of Agriculture to this 
matter. 

S«15p.m. 

There is just one other matter to which I wish to refer before I sit 
down. I understand that a ('otmmittee has been appointed by the 
Government, called the Bengal Waterways Committee, to investigate 
into the condition of the dewl and the dying rivers, canals and water 
courses, to find out the causes of their decay and to suggest means for 
reviving them wherever possible. The ('ommittee paid a visit to my 
district only a few days ago, and they inspectetl some of the rivers and 
were conviuc(*d that the conditions of the Ghagia canal in the town 
of Dinajpur and of the rivers Gabura and Atrai outside the town were 
most appalling. It is undisputed that the health and prosperity of 
the people are intimately connected with the condition of the water- 
ways and canals and that all possible eff(»rts should he made to restore 
these dying rivers and water-logged canals to their normal condition. 
I beg to suggest that a survey should he made of the courses of the 
rivers and canals that have been a menace to the health of the people 
residing in their vicinities with a view to find out the causes of their 
decay and then to take steps to have the desired effect. The question 
of funds will undoubtedly be raised as it is done whenever schemes in- 
volving n larger laxpenditure aie pressed forward for the benefit of the 
* pe<>ple. But I hope. Sir, that the labours of the Waterways Com- 
mittee may not be wasted and when they submit their rep(n*t, their 
recommendations may not be shelved indefinitely on the plea ol want 
-of funds. There are various other important measures touching the 
health and wealth of the people which have been repeatedly urged on 
the floor of this House but which the Govemment could not take up 
lor want ol. funds. I shall make no attempt, Btr, to deal with the 
. larger questioWs of policy underlying the administratioii of the cimntry 
and I will leave them fw the present in the hands ol more capable men. 
It seems to me, however, that there is no quesRoa reqmring mw 
.attention of the Govemment at the present moneiit than the ques^on 
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lisliP bjr tke Public Heelth Depertmeot from time to time discloae 
cottl^oDe of things which cannot but cause serious anxiety in the 
mifliii of all who desire to see their country jutisper. We should hear 
in ttiilid that no remedy can be really successful unless the causes df 
the decline of health and of the increase in mortality are found out and 
removed. The Hon’ble Finance Member has told us that we must 
look to larger and expanding nevenUe before we can bopri to tuakei 
any substantial and sustained progress. In framing the budget he 
has pursued a policy of caution which he says must be continued m 
the financial situation is still uncertain. He has, however, given us 
the hope of a bright future. Bengal having waited piitieiitly 
since 1921 j he said, will cheerfully wait for one more year 
provided that relief from the past penuiy is in immeiliate prosjHKit. 
Let us all share with him that hope and live in that hop<^ so that wo 
may have the pleasure of finding that the unjust financial settlenieut 
under the Meston awai-d may be unsettleil and that the Honldc Member 
may not he under the present disadvantages but may l>e in a position 
to provide cheerfully and with a fr<*er hand for the various measures of 
nation building which are held up for financial reasons at present. 

BilNf SATYENDRA NATH ROYs Sir, 1 cannot congratulate the 
Government or the HonMde the Finance Member for the budget which 
was presented to this Founcil the other day. 

As a new member of this (’ouncil and making my first budget s{>eeck 
I am tempted to repeat a few words of Mr, Travers uttered In this 
Council in Februar>', 192d, during the discussion of the budget: 
‘There has Wn no money for even the commencement <»f any gieat 
echenies to ameliorate health or advance education Up prove to the 
people that the Reforms are in being. The consequence is that the 
large majority of the people easily fall a prey to the agitator who tells 
them that the Reforms have done and will do nothing for them." 

Sir, has any advance been made in ameliorating health or advancing 
education during these seven years which have rolled by and when we 
are on the eve of the publication of the report of the Statutory Commis- 
eioa. We have been told year after year ad nau$ 0 um that there are no 
enfficient funds for sanitation and education. When the Court-fees and 
Stamp Acts were amended an assurance was given that a good portion 
ol the additional revenue raised would be ^nt for the iranilem^d 
departments. Even after that the registration fees were raised by an 
executive order. Now we see every year the Pcdioe budget swelling 
up either lor Police buildings or for additional Sergeants or for addi- 
tional Cfunmisiioiieni or Superiniendmits or Assiftant Sttperintendenis 
of Police or for renewing old musketa^ The General Adminlitration is 
ns top heaTy as ever. No attempt has been made to leduoe the number 
Executive CbtinciUors or to abolish the Oemmisstoiiefi of Divisioiis* 

6 
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X do not know wky the nnnfiber of Miniffters is soxemtimm tbM |uid 
MometimeH two. 1« ii to kave a stable equilibrium at an unstablo 
equilibrium ? When lor nearly a year there were no Ministers the work 
of the departments could go on with lour Executive Councillors. 

We have no sufficient number of beds in our own hospitals. Sir^ 
only the other day we had a very mournful tale t(dd at the Coroner's 
Court in Calcutta, vis., that a patient who was not cured had to be 
dischargetl from hospital before his time to make room for another 
imtient and the discharged man died a few days afterwards. 

We are siirprised to find a provision of Its. 2,50,000 towards the 
llanchi Euro|)ean Mental Hospital against a provision of Rs. 4,66,000 
for the Indian Mental Hospital. Taking the population basis one 
would think that a few thousands would be quite enough for the Euro- 
pean Hospital. 

Sir, the rivers of some of the districts have silted up and malaria 
is taking its heavy toll. Have any measures been taken to dredge the 
rivers or improve their <*onditions and have sufficient funds been 
allocated for the prevention of malaria and kala-asar? 

Sir, the (‘alcutta Ttniversity, the premier University in India, is. 
not getting justice at the hands of the (loveniment. 

A feeling of aixithy is always shown by Government towards the 
Calcutta University. No statutory provision has been made for the 
('alcuttn University like that for Dacca. Before the last quinquennial 
settlement was made Government came down upon the Calcutta Univer- 
sity for making a lower estimate of income and Goveniment ag!ree(l 
to fjay Its. 2,47,000 unconditionally and Ra. 53,000 conditionally if 
the income fell short. 

During the last two years this sum of Rs. 53,000 had to be paid. 
While the Government was scrutinising the estimate of the Univer- 
sity regarding both the income and ex|>enditure it did not take into 
consideration the annual increment paid to the Post-graduate staff. 

The Board of Accounts sent up a detailed c»stimate for 1930411 ami 
asked for a sum of about Rs. 5,25,000. The Post-graduate staff was- 
sanctioned and appointed till December, 1930, and if the Government 
do not pay the amount asked for, the position would be that the staff 
would have a legal right to stay on while there would be no funds to 
pay. The attitude of Government is that all the expenditure have to- 
be justified even on academic grounds. It will he admitted that the 
Syndicate is the academic authority — what right have the I. C. 8. 
Secretary or the Director of Public Instruction to go into an academic 
scrutiny ? 

Regarding secondary educatioii« the Inspecting staff is increosiiig: 
year after year while' grants to secondary schools are ddWi out 
jparaimoniously and managing committees are asked to meet defied^ 
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by Si»n|r foe re^e« year aft«r year under tbe tbieat of total atoppage 
of ||| QoTernment grants. One is surprised to find that while the 
promon for grants to non^Iovernmeut schools is only about R«. 16 
lakh8> thal for direction and inspection the amount is Ks. 14 lakhs. 
We are looking forward to the day when primary education would be 
universal and compulsory. I hope a fair adjustment of the propmv 
tion of the cost to be borne by the different parties would l)e arriveil at 
and Bengal would move forward foremost in this direction. 

Sir, the Excise policy of Government is a standing shame Ui any 
civilised country. While India had to forego more than 10 crores of 
rupees by stopping the export of opium to China, her own Government 
are selling some of the most injurious drugs, ganja for instance to 
her people and deriving revenue from it. There may be conflicting 
medical and public opinions about the use of opium, but 1 do not 
think that any medical or public opinion has ever supported the use of 
ganja. Although the Government of Bengal formed a few licensing 
boards, the Temperance leaders naturally resigned from the boanN ns 
members of the trade were taken in. 

No beneficial result has accrued from the formation of such licensing 
boards as the bmirds have no power to reduce or stop the consumption 
of intoxicants. 

I have been unable to understand the immediate necessity of spend* 
ing Rs. 3,72,000 for purchasing 5 A 6, Government Place, from the 
Government of India. The Government of Bengal might have (M’ru|>ied 
the house by paying rent tus heretofore until a fair financial settlement 
for Bengal had l)een arrived at. 

I.«t us hope that if the hopes of the Hon’ble the Finance Member be 
realised by the recommendations of the Statutory Commission grant- 
ing Bengal a fair and just share of her revenues, the financial In'itefit 
so derived would he s|)ent for e<lucAtiato and sanitation and not for 
making provision pursuant to the re<'ommendations of another I/»e 
Commission. 

Mailivi NAMAN Atl: Mr. President, Sir, iny veteran friends of 
this House have told me that the budget discussion is a matter entirely 
of a ceremonial nature and no amount of criticism can move the 
adamantine hearts of its authors. But yet I wish to speak a few word* 
so that my constituency may not infer my approval of this unjust and 
inequitable budget from my silence. 

Sir, I, for one, cannot congratulate the Hon'ble Finance Member 
for the budget presented to us. From the people's point of view, Sir, 
the budget is awfully disappointing. From the budget itself even an 
ordinary observer cannot fail to see that the financial postiioa of the 
country is horribly bad. The budget admittedly is a defiidt ons. 
**The continuittg revenue deficit is the most important aspect of the 
uiide budget/* says the Hon’ble Member for Finance. 
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The rerised eitimate of receipts for the current year is 11 crores 
47 lakhs and 46 thousand rupees and the budget estimate of receipts 
for the coming year is 11 crores 4 lakhs and 54 thousand rupees. The 
reTised estimate of expenditure for the current year is 11 crores 46 
lakhs and 56 thousand rupees and the estimate of the next year’s budget 
is 11 crores 76 lakhs and 54 thousand rupees. That is to say, the 
receipts in the coming year will be less by about 43 lakhs of rupees and 
the expenditure will increase by nearly 33 lakhs of rupees and the 
deficit will have to Ije made by drawal from the closing balance. The 
opening balance in the current year (1929-30) is Rs. 2,23,09,000. But 
during the coming year the closing balance will be only 
Rs. 1,17,00,000, that is to say, the result would be, according to the 
Hon’ble Finance Member, on inevitable reduction of closing balance 
by a heavy sum of about a crore of rupees. The revenue of the 
country is most inelastic and so if things go on in this way for several 
years more, the Goveniment, I have every reason to fear, will run 
bankrupt, and the result would be that the poor purses of the people 
will W attacked by imj^sitions of further taxation and it is no wonder 
that we will see that these new taxes will come in the form of another 
edition of newer amendments of the Bengal Tenancy Act or Transfer 
of Property Act. 

The current year’s deficit danger was averted, the Hon’ble Finance 
Memlwr somewhat gleefully says, by the windfall of a sum of 52 lakhs 
of rupees. But there is no ground to hoi)e that he will have windfalls 
every year. Windfalls are not normal conditions of things just as 
whirlwinds are not. 

So, Sir, I submit that if we go on drawing largely upon balances 
at this rate every year, w^e will soon find that our balances are swept 
away and the prospect of our financial position is hopele.ssly gloomy. 

3-30 p.m. 

We find from the budget, Sir, that in the revenue there is a decline 
of Rs. 27 lakbs— 19 lakhs under “Stamps” and 8 lakhs under “Regis- 
tration.” The Hon’ble Finance Member wants us to know that the 
fall is due to the amended provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act as 
there has been a decrease in the number of documents being executed 
and registered owing to the unfamiliarity of the people with the 
working of the new provisions of the said Act. He hopes, Sir, that 
the infiuencee causing a drop may not continue with the growing 
^miliarity w^h the new tenancy laws and so he further hopes that the 
el^t is temporary and so an increased estimate of revenue is put in 
the coming year’s hudget. Bnt, Sir, I am afraid the Hon’hle Mentha 
is under a delusion. I submit that chance of iacrement of revenue 
under these heads is gone lor ever. The exorhitani rate of iiaimraaa 
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to ^ tanikdarf lias caused an abnormal fall in tka price of lands 
pro^M^ fewer transactions of sales of lands. The Kat moHgages 
by n^kick tke mort^gees were to enjoy tke usufructuals of tke 
mortgaged lands in lieu of interests only have gone out and tke stamp 
and registration revenue on ibis score has, I submit, sustained a 
permanent deathblow. This calamity has been brought down upon 
tke country by tke Government themselves, who by their inordinate 
love for samindars have thrusted upon the tenants of Bengal the new 
tenancy laws in tke teeth of their opposition. This much I say, Sir, 
on the general aspect of the budget. 


But when we come to detail heads, we see, Sir. that in the three 
great nation-building departments of Education, Public Health and 
Industries there is still the old callous indifferent attitude of the 
Government. 


People are groaning under appalling illiteracy. They have lieeii 
crying for compulsory primary education. The other day we saw a 
Bill to the same effect introduced in the Council by Government, but 
curiously enough not even the ♦^lightest reference is ninde in the budget 
on the subject by the Hon’ble Finance Memlier. Are we not to tinder- 
stand, Sir, that the fate of compulsoiy* primary education of the 
country is sealed for ever? The Hon 'hie Finance Member takes pride 
iu saying that the “Expenditure on education on the transferred side 
has been 8tea<lily increasing." He seems to assert with somewhat inner 
feeling of joy that from Rs. 97,74,000 in 1920-21 the expenditure on 
education has risen to Rs. 1,80,56,000. But is it a thing at all to be 
proud of for the most civilised Government of the world. In the 
course of a de<-ade the educational expenses have increased by a little 
over 32 lakh.s of rui)ees only, in n country where 41 crores of human 
souls inhabit and of whom 90 per cent, is laliouri ng under shameful 
illiteracy. Sir, during 200 years of British rule only 10 per rent, of 
the population has been taught in lessons of 3 R’s. Will not Great 
Britain lower down her head in shame to learn this? 

Sir, from the huge mathematical jugglery of the budget, I do not 
find what substantial measures are going to lie introduced in the 
country by the Government in the near future for the prevention of 
famine and fiood, for the eradication of the pest of malaria and kala- 
lar, small-pox and cholera by which thousands and thousands of 
Bengal’s sons are being carried off every year from her breast. The 
budget dots not show what steps the Government are going to take for 
supply of drinking water to the people of Bengal. Sir, I speak from 
my own experience when I say that in my part of tke province tke 
people, in order to quenck tkeir tkirst, kave kad to extract water out 
of muds, wrapping tkem up into gamrhat. Will not tkis instance 
suSoe to bring borne to tke House tbe teriousneAs of tke problem of 
iNitor-euppiy in Bengalf 
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Yet the Governmental budget does not indicate anything to show 
that they are going to do something substantial in this respect in the 
near future. Again, Sir, the budget does not show any signs of 
sympathy on the part of the Government towards the agricultural 
progress of the country. We find from the Government statistics that 
Bengal has got 16 crore bighas of arable lands but of this only 3 crore 
acres, i.e., 9 crore bighas, are under actual cultivation. In other 
words a forty-fouHh portion of arable lands are lying fallow without 
cultivation. We have got 9 crore bighas of lands arable and 4 crores 
of cultivatoi-s, and for them the expenditure estimated by Government 
is only alwut 12 lakhs of rupees and this consists mostly of salaries, 
travelling allowances and other sundry luxuries of the Directors and 
the Superintendents and others of Zoological, Sibpur and this or that 
guldens and also of costs of so-called committees and commissions. 
If these even be taken into account as expenditure for agriculture 
proper, the annual expense per head of cultivator by the Government 
is only less than half a pice. 

Sir. ours is an agricultural (ounti y and during one and three-quar- 
ter hundred years of Wneficent British rule our rulers have finished 
their duty of imjwrting agricultural education to the i>eople by estab- 
lishing here and there one or two experimental gardens (or I should say 
pleasure trip gardens) or farms and by appointing costly commissions 
and committees and we do not know what these things have done 
towards the improvement of agriculture of the country? Has Govern- 
ment established any school for practical training of modern agri- 
culturo for the children of the soil during these two hundred years? 
So, Sir, I do not know how the tenants of Bengal, the tillers of the 
soil, can support the budget presented to us. 

Sir, when the people want education Government says **no 
money.'* When medical relief is wanted. Government says funds are 
short. When people die of hunger and thirst Governmental answer 
is *‘we must cut our coat according to our cloth.*,* When industrial 
improvera•^lta.^^‘e wanted, the Government coffers are said to be empty. 
But, Sir. may I ask whence does the inexhaustible funds for Police 
Budget come? Coming to it, Sir, we find that Police charges are 
estimated to be about Rs. 5 lakbs above the current year's revised esti- 
mate and 2 crores 15 lakhs 15 thousand of rupees have been e s timated 
to Be the expenditure for the ensuing year. We find. Sir, that it ia the 
lion's share of the whole revenue of the province and it is curious 
to note that the Police expenditure is double of the expraditure on 
education and it is also twice as much as the expenditure oq general 
administration of the country. I do emphatically queation the tight 
of Government to lavish l/5th sluire of the total revenue of the people 
oyer this already over indulged police. Sir, when we ccnnpaie the 
figures on this head from 1925*26 onwards we find the increase in 
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on Pdice is going up by leaps and bounds erery year. In 
actual expenditure on Police wag Re 1 79 ^ 000 In 
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ite. and the ensuing year s estimate is over R«. 5 lakhs 
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18 about 60 lakhs of rupees. 


Sir, coming year’s increased expenditure on Police is explained 
away by the Hoii’ble Finance Member by saying that the increase is 
^der the District Executive Force where better recruitments have 
followed in the subordinate ranks and that it has also been necessary 
to provide better weapons. Sir, may I ask what improvements of the 
country and its people we can attribute to the credit of this subordinate 
ranks of these guardians of peace and order? Are we to understand. 
Sir, that the Police efficiency will so increase as to eradicate the evil 
of theft and robberj^ from the heart of Bengal? Sir, I fail to under- 
stand what are these better recruitments and lietter provisions of 
muskets and guns for? Are we to understand that Bengal is under a 
perpetual army of occupation of England? 

Then, Sir, coming to the head of '*Oenei-al Administration*' we 
find that the budget is about lakhs of rupees above the current year’s 
revised expenditure. This increase is due, the Hon'ble Finance 
Member gives us to understand, to the provision for the whole year 
for three Ministers. 


It passes my comprehension, Sir, why tlie Government is so |»er- 
sistent in thrusting these burdens of ministry' U|>on the poor unwilling 
shoulders of Bengal. Ministry has been repeatedly thrown out in this 
House during last decade of Reformed constitution, showing the 
people of Bengal do not want diarchy. Yet the Government ;»>/ must 
bave it ami the so-called prestige must he iiuiintnined. 

In this view, Sir, I l>eg to conclude that the builget prewnteil to 
US is not at all worthy of receiving any support of the people of our 
€Ountr>, 


Mr* dfl CRMFBCLL FORRCSTCRs Mr. President Sir, we have 
<mce more listened to a doleful budget. I am not going to criticise 
this budget further than the Public Health Department— « depart- 
ment in which I have taken a keen interest in this Council and I 
regret to say that the Hon’ble Mr. Marr does not give us much hofm 
for increased funds that are absolutely necessary to carry on the 
eesetitial work for the advancement of puUic health. X must, there- 
fore, have my annual grouse that hat gone on yeaHy since 1922 
^^^gatrdmg the Midnapore Leper Institution. I expected a much larger 
inut would have been budded for this deserving object, and it ia 
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ipia»«i6d over by the Hon*We Mr* Marr saying that *‘proTiaioii haa been 
made for the com|detion of a tube-well at Saiboni, the aite of a pro^ 
jeeted institution for lepers,” Here you will observe some {urogresi 
has been made, they have actually had the energy to change the name 
from Midnapore to Salboni and they are going to sink a tube-well. 
As we have got' many new members in ibis House perhaps the old 
members will forgive me if I once more go over the old ground. In 
1921 a private gift was made to the Government for a Leper Colony. 
In 1922 I tabled a resolution asking this Council to grant a sum of 
Hs. 50,000 so that an immediate start should be made with this Leper 
Colony. The Council passed this resolution unanimously but the 
chronic haid-up condition of the Government did not permit this 
money to he paid for this pur}x)se. On February 26, 1924, I again 
brought this matter up before this Council pointing out that nothing 
had been done. We have over 1,000 lej^r beggars in this city and 
the authorities showed their, lack of sympathy in this matter of vital 
importance, hy doing nothing. Again on March 17th, 1926, I drew 
attention to the serious condition and condemned the lack of action of 
the Government in permitting this dangerous state of affairs, danger- 
ous from the (piestion of the contagion being spread by the beggars. 
Money is handled by these unfortunate j)eople, they use the bathing 
ghats, they even sometimes handle foodstuffs, groceries, clothing, and 
I again drew attention to this matter on the Ist March, 1926, and as 
you all know how it has now liecorae a hardy annual. Is it not regret- 
table that this should be so, because it is a matter of the gravest 
importance F I have brought it up eveiy’ year and here we are again. 
I must confess that this year there is a glimmer of hope — the present 
Leper Colony (Committee have discovered water. Just consider for a 
moment, gentlemen of tho Council, what the position is. It took the 
previous Committee eight years to look for water without success but 
the present Committee have discovered it within a year and I am 
personally much obliged, as also other members of this House, to 
Dr. Muir who takes a keen interest in the matter and who has shown 
his energy* by having plans drawn up for the Colony along with the 
Let>er Mission. And between the Government and the Leper 
Mission it will be easy in my opinion to try and get the funds. 

I have here a summary of the cost and the necessary method of 
going to work for the Colony. The Colony is plann^ on a four 
years' construction basis. The capital expenditure for the first year 
is estimated at Ks. including the expense of the water scbenie 

and latrines and drainage. For the 2nd, 3i^ and 4Ui years it would 
be Bs. 90,500 eiM^b year apart from the additional water and latrine 
arrangements. « 

I have with me a list of expanditore wkick I ^ not inland la 
ereajry the House by reading W 1 would only point out tint it vnilBi 
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oiit;:ipi the first year to Re. 12,276 for 1,000 patients, to Re. 92,000 
for fte 2nd year and to Re. 10,000 for the 3rd year, and so on, with 
the result ^at this ex^nditure will be verj* much radnoed as patients 
will be livingr or workings for their own livings such as growinf^ ^*6** 
taUet aad other edibles. 

Now, Sir, something must be done for these men. One reads in 
the ctdumns of the daily press and also while moving about in the streets 
of Calcutta the terrible condition under which these people live. I 
have pe^al experience of this for the last 26 years, and every one 
ib familiar with the loathsome sight these people present in the 
streets — ^people trj’ to get away from them but if you are walking it 
seems impassable, they are so persistent; they will not be shaken 
off, they follow you about, exposing their deformities, and if in 
despair you call a parawalla and ask him to drive them away, still 
you get no relief, because he is indifferent. Not that I have no sym- 
pathy for these wretched men; on the contrary* I am |»erfectly symjia- 
thetic towards them and feel for their dreadful condition and am anxious 
that the condition which puls them in such plight should lie removed. 
It is very regrettable that all these years proc'tically nothing should 
have l)een done for the removal of this evil but as I said. Sir, this 
year there is a glimmer of hope. 

I am sure this Council will feel glad (hat two years ago it gave 
a grant of Its. 4,fKl,00() to help to solve the lieggar problem atul the 
Hon’ble Mr. Man* in his budget sjieefh informed ibis House that an 
instalment is due next year of Its. 1,50, (KM) for the National Medical 
Institute which has become popularly known as “The Heggars 
Hospital.” This institution admittetl last year J180 cases of which less 
than 26 jier cent, turned fatal. (Vnsidering the moribund and serious 
condition in which these ca.ses are found and picked up by the amlw* 
lance, the percentage of recovery is ver>^ encouraging, and refliwds 
credk on the attending authorities. 

The admission of tuben-ulosis patients in the Wards of this Insti- 
tute is very' dangerous but ♦H‘] advanced cases of tuberculosis were 
admitted last year, of which 13 or 40 jier cent, recovered. There is 
sufficient space in the comixninds to build sliods for these laitienis to 
segregate them from the other inhabitants at a very small cost, and 
I here appeal to the House to give its sympathy and help to raise the 
necessary funds for this purpose. 

One must agree that the sum allotted is inadequate to solve the 
h^Egni’ problem hut we must be thankful for small mercies, and I am 
very grateful that a start has been made that will assist to have the 
beggars removed from our streets. In talking in this House on this 
object imsviously on Fehntaiy 1926, 1 pointed out the diffienlttet 
in dealing with this problem. I tried to show a praetieal method of 





BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[27th Fmi. 


prevention. It is a dietbetly intricate and tryingr iproUem bni it has 
not been taken up in a resolute spirit. I recognise that as long as the 
city is rich and the public are generously disposed towards these 
people, so long will you have beggars in your streets. The greater num- 
ber of these beggars come from outside districts, they are mostly bad 
cases of lepn>»y, they are imported or schooled by sirdars and live 
under the most terrible of conditions. The sirdars import these alien 
beggars and live upon their earnings. These sirdars are what one 
may call vampires. India is in many ways a strange country, and 
its mentality is at times difficult to understand; When the Govern- 
ment give sulwtantial rewards of money for the capture and killing 
of snakes, people started to breed snakes so that they might get the 
reward from Government. But when the amount was reduced nobody 
took the trouble to kill snakes. There we have a complicated and 
curious mentality to deal with. Here, again, if we go on making 
gifts to the leprous beggars in the streets it will encxmrage more and 
more beggars to infest the streets of Calcutta but if such alms were 
reduced or discontinued the effect would be otherwise. Therefore this 
C|uestion deserves the most serious consideration. I would suggest 
that the sums of money that are given away as alms to these beggars 
by kindly dispose>d j>eople be pooled in a central organisation, thev 
would thus l)e able to deal with their money in a more advantageous 
manner. In this way I think the whole problem might be salved. 
Thus the halt would go to serais or alms houses, where the food or 
clothing could l»e distributed to the indigent persons by the help of 
these Indian gentlemen who now distribute money or food at their 
doors sc that theiv will lx. no overlapping. The i^eople who were 
really ill and not starving could then be persuaded to go into hospitals 
for treatment instetul of dying in the streets or being brought in a 
moribund condition to hospital. The lame lai*gely consist of men 
•uffering fi-om lathyrism; they could be given work at stone-breaking 
or taught some occupation like basket-weaving, mat-making 
etc., which d(x^s not involve moving or crawling about with the aid of 
a stick. 


I call your attention to the fact that the premises at Manicktolla 
^d, which the CorjKiration at present have in their iMJssession. could 
altered at a little cost for the puriioae of beggars’ camp, and with 
little exjx^nditure it could be made into a suitable place. We have 
a representative Committee of which I am proud to be the President, 
we guide the work, and I say without hesitation that a very good 
begitiuing has been made and the inmates are verv well looked^ after, 
<^e redeeming leatuie of the Institution is that they have discovered 
that many cases hitherto considered incurable and maintained as so 
many burdens on hospitals are being sent here and have been eared 
1^ up-to-date proper treatment and careful aursing. 
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Oovernment Hav^ moved in the right direction by sanotioning 
a jpr»nt to the Jatiya Ayurbijnan Parishad, ear-marked for the c<m- 
s^thiction of school buildings at Entally and thus helping them to 
increase the number of beds in the Infirmary. As soon as the classes 
and laboiatories of the school now Imputed at Manicktolla are shifted 
to Entally, the hospital will then be able to accommodate 150 beds. 

The maintenance of 150 beds will cost about Rs. 75,000 a year. 
I wish to impress on the House the ftu't that unless the Government 
sanction a suitable rwurring grant, the drain on account of the hos- 
pital will tell heavily on the funds of the whool which the Govern- 
ment are very laudably attempting to develop. The Government 
contribution to the sch(K)l building fund was conditional on th« 
Parishad raising a lakh and a half. So the Parishad fund having 
lieen depleted to that amount, will be unable to cope with the increas- 
ing demand of the Beggar Hospital unices the Government come to 
their rescue. (Here the member reached his time-limit hut was 
allowed a couple of minutes to finish his sj)eech.) At present the 
Infirmary is maintained partly by the ('oq)oration. but mainly by the 
Parishad who draw on the Mch<M)l fund. 

Tnder the circumstances, I ho|M» the Government will sanction a 
recurring grant. When they asked the (V)r|>oration to start a Beggar 
Hospital, they promised to bear the cost proportionally. I hoi>e afid 
trust that the promise will he kept. A solution of this problem has 
been found in Ceylon and in Bombay and there is no reason to MUp{K>se 
that Government will not make a grant at all events after the CorjK)- 
ration has given effect to this laudable 8<*heme. 


Rii MTI8H CHANDRA MUKHARdI Baliidtiri Sir, the budget 
presented by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr has been desc'rilwd by one person 
as a j>enury budget and by another as a deficit budget, hut one fai't 
stands out clear that our resources are not elastic and there is no 
immediate prospect of increase in revenue. Therefore I must fs>n- 
gratulate the Hon’blo Finance Member for the caution that he has 
displayed in framing his budget. But one thing to which I must 
take exception is the manner in which he has divided his proposals 
for ext>^nditure half and half between the Reserved and Transferred 
departments. Transferred departments are called nation-building 
departments, but. Sir, to justify the name, Ministers must get money 
and we as non-official members must take strong exception to this 
division ol expenditure. This is further illustrated by the fact that 
the Police has got an increase of Rs. 5 lakhs while Education, includ- 
ing University, secondary and primaiy*, has got only Rs. 4 lakhs in 
the matter oU increased expenditure. So this division of half and 
half is not just and fair to the Transferred departments at all. 
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Then 1 would draw <1116 attention of the Hon’ble Finance Hember 
to the fall in receipts under the head ‘ 'Excise and Eegistration/* 
Before the budget a^as published we people in the mulaeaal knew that 
decrease was taking place in the matter of stamps and registra- 
tion and that the Bengal Tenancy Act was responsible for it. The 
Hon’ble Finance Member has also mentioned that fact but besides 
mentioning that he has not suggested to the House any means for 
solring that difficulty. I however venture to make one suggestion for 
the consideration of Government. 


4 p.m. 

We are told in the mufassal that the chief reason for this fall in 
revenue is not an economic difficulty, but the difficulty of tbe raiyat 
who purchases raiyat i holdings. He has all at once to pay the price 
of tbe land, landlord's fee, a heavy registration and transmission costs. 
These four things stand in the way of sales. If the Hon’ble MeYnber 
can devise any means by which these payments can be divided into 
two stages, I venture to think that this fall might be met and it will 
help not only the Government but the landlords and raiyats as well. 
Thei-e are many who want to purchase lands but they are not doing so 
as they (‘annot find the whole amount all at once for paying tbe price 
{•f the land, the landlord s fee as well as the heavy costs of registra- 
tion and transmission. Then, Sir, I venture to draw the attention of 
the Iloirble Minister in charge of Agriculture to another fact— the 
qnestiim of agriculture with which the question of unemployment is 
intimately coniiectecl. Though we had a Boyal Commission on Agri- 
culture, we ill Bengal do not find any new schemes for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the agriculturists or for helping them. We 
exiiected that in the budget our Ilon'ble Minister would put before 
the House Home schemes for promoting agricultural education b) 
ojjening new schcmls of agnculture. Even if be cannot find money 
for opening new Hcbools, he ought to help those which are existing 
t<i-day in Bengil but are suffering from financial difficulties. I can 
give instance of a private school at Chinsura. It is doing very good 
work and all i»ersons, whether official or non-official, who visited the 
school have testified to the good work done in spite of the acute finan- 
cial difficulties. I appeal to the Hon^le Minister in charge of Agri- 
culture to see if he can help this school. 

Next I come to the (itieation of demonetraton. Theee demonstra* 
tors are a very Wul mi of workers, hecjmse tliey cany the miasioa 
1o the homes of the raiyats. But their number is eo limited that 
practically the employment of a few demonetratore do not eeare anf 
itseful purpose. I think their number should be increaeed. 1%e 
question of agricuhnre is a vital one. 
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tkere is the question of a^niculturel labour which is acute 
in ib province. It is very difficult to get labt>urer8 either in the West 
Bengal or East Bengal. Now, with the advant'e of science many new 
labour-saving instruments are at present available which should solve 
the problem of labour difficulty. But the question is that the raiyats 
aie not in a position to buy these I'ostly scientific instruments as they 
are not prosperous enough. I suggest that the Hon'ble Minister 
might consider ways and means either to purchase departmentally 
new instruments or to help District Agricultural Associations by 
liberal grants to enable them to pun'hase these instruments and hire 
them out to the raiynts for using them with advantage. This is a 
matter which seriously affects the siu’cessful agricultural operations 
of this province. My suggestion will at once solve the labour problem 
and it will also solve unemployment in another way. There is a new 
class of people coming into existence — men who might earn their 
livelihood by the use of the new scientific instruments. We have got 
information that young men of hfiadralog class ai-e buying tractors 
and ploughing jieople’s land in the niufassai at a paHicular rate j)er 
bigha. But the question of funds stands in their way. It behoves 
the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture to see that this is a most import- 
ant question which should be pro|>erly tackled. There is another 
question — the question of agricultural loans. The Agricultural Loam 
Act is now a dead letter by itself because the cultivators cannot take 
advantage <»f it owing to their |>overty. It might l)e said that the 
co-o[>erative banks ser\’e their pur|M)se but they are not much of a 
help on account of their numerous instalments which are very close 
to each other. Tnless the instalments are suited to the crop seasons 
of the year the agriculturists can never take advantage of the exist- 
ence of these banks and their chronic poverty will always remain the 
same whether ro-of>emtive scwdeties are o]>ened here, there or every- 
where. It is a question which requires consideration of the Hon’ble 
Minister in what way he will solve this chronic indebtedness of the 
raiyats. Mere opening of co-operative societies or banks will not do. 
If you open co-operative banks and lend money to ])eople and if you 
aek them to repoy it by numerous freciuent instalments, which they 
cannot do, I submit, Sir, that this is not the way to help the poor raiyats 
from indebtedness. 

Next, I will refer to the question of sanakrit toUif where lanikrit 
education is imparted. We are very grateful to the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of Education for his kindly visiting a toll the other day. 
But I hope that the visit will bring more grants. The pundits in 
these tolls do not charge any fees from the students as is well known. 
They are a eelf-eacrificing set of people; but their poverty is idso well 
known, and we expect that the interest which the Honlde Hinistar 
IS taking in theee tolls will be denumstrated by the provision of more 
mmof for aanlkrit education and for helping theee pundits. 
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There is another thing to which I would like to draw the at^ption 
of the Hon'We Minister in charge of Local Self-Government— I mean 
the question of union boards. Sir, since the Village Self-Government 
Act was brought into eKisience, though the union board budget figurea 
show Government grants for union boards, Government never gave a 
single rupee to the unicm boards and I venture to say that there ia 
discontent in various places on account of this. If you want to 
popularise the union board system in the country, you will have to 
do it by making grants from Government funds to the union boards. 
District boards are no doubt giving grants to union boards, but their 
purse is veiy limited and practically they cannot give adequate grant. 
So 1 submit that Government should show their appreciation of the 
good work done by the union boards by making small grants to them. 


The next question to which I would draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government is rural water- 
supply. The question of rural water-supply is engaging the serious 
a'ttention of the district boards of the province and every board is 
doing its level best to grapple the problem. There is provision no 
doubt for giving them loans. I beg to submit that these loans may 
be granted more promptly than hitherto. The district boards have 
sufficient credit to repay the loans but the difficulty at present is to get 
loans from Government. They may pass resolutions but it takes 
months for the resolutions to reach the Hon'ble Minister, and so I 
submit that the Hon ble Minister might see that these loans are gi’anted 
easily without much waste of time. 


Another thing to which 1 would like to draw the attention of the 
Hon ble Minister for Local Self-Government in connection with rural 
water-supply is that the municipalities of the province always get 
grants from Government, the condition being that they must raise some 
money Iwmlly and the Goveniment will always supplement it hj 
grants. But the pity of the matter is that the urban portion of the 
province is getting gi-ant from Government for water-supply, whereas 
the rural portion -though they are spending lots of money on water- 
supply, muck more money than the urban portion— they are never 
given a single ru|>ee by way of grant by Government. I ‘submit that 
the time has come when this policy of discrimination might be 
wver^ by t^ng this fact into consideration and abolishing this 
invidious discrimination between urban and rural areas. There is no 
justification for such discrimination and you cannot give preference 
to one sectKHi neglecting the other, I submit that this is a matter 
which may be considered by the Hon ble Minister-in-charge, 

One o^er p^colar item is the entertainment tax. Sir, it is a 
very small tax amoai|ting to Be. 4 lakhs and the question I aumst^ 
*V* ’ir ^ ’“!*.**^* Jot «» tik* »f lU. 4,86,000. I 

amt tlwt wli« tlM fiaaiicikl poeitioa u bitd. Um Kiium if.inVrr i* 
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a bi|| ereii to spare a aix&gie rupee. But it muet be coatidered 

wb^pil^r mass bappiaess is aot so imporiaat as to forego ibis small 
rev0]ioe of Rs. 4 lakbs for its sake. 

I will next mention one or two facts in couiietiion with my dis- 
trict — ^tbe district of Hooghly. This is I'egardiug the subdivision of 
Arambagh which is within 50 miles from Calcutta and is also the 
headquarters of the subdivision. It is separated by the river Dainodsr 
from the district headquarters. The position is that men from 
Arambagh can never come to Calcutta in less than 18 hours although 
the distance is within 50 miles. This state of things is disgraceful 
to say the least of it. The question whether theiv can Ije any redrees 
is beyond the resources of any local body and unless and until 
Government come to the rescue of this subdivision the discontent of 
the people will remain for ever. 

(Here the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed hi» 
seat.) 


4-15 p.m. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD SAADATULLAH: We have been given to 
hear for several yeai-s in the ])ast that the hnancial condition of the 
Bengal Government is most unsatisfactory and the budget anticipations 
of the coming year reflec t muc h more gl(X)my pros|)ect. The grievances 
of the people of Bengal are getting more and more acute but no solu- 
tion has l)eeu found to ameliorate them even in a small degree. We 
are told that schemes which carry recurring liabilities cannot receive 
any attention and the allotment for those with non-j-ecurring liabilities 
is also very small. I do not know whether this sort of budget pro- 
visions, year after year, can satisfy the {leople of Bengal. Our educa- 
tion is suffering from want of funds. People are dying for want of 
good drinking water. Hospitals and dispensaries are closing dcKirs and 
thousands of human lives are l>eing carried away by kala-a*ar, malaria, 
and other epidemic' diseases. But alas no sufficient i-emecly can be 
expected from the hands of the Government. Funds are available for 
constructing quarters for Police and Excise Superintendents and 
married officers in the I^albuxar Police comimund, for the purchase 
of cantonment property for the Eastern Frontier Rifles at enonnous 
costs, but no fund is available for schemes which vitally affect the 
lives and prosperity of the people of Bengal. Govemmefit invites 
district boards and municipalities to take loans from tbe Govern- 
ment and improve the supply of drinking water, increases the grants 
for measures to combat ksda-asar and malaria by Rs. 50,000 and 
Ba« 20,000 only and provides sometbing for edue^icm. Bui at tbe 
wme time Rs. 2,23,000 has been set apart for payment to tbe 
CkivemiiieBi of India as purchase price of tbe cantonment properif 
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whteJi the Jjocal GoTermnent was so long occitpjiiif nndor a per* 
tnisnicm from the Government of India. I believe these schemes 
could have either been idbandoned or postponed for tilie present in 
consideration of those which are necessities for Bengali people. It 
is found that receipt from sale of court-fee stamps has considerably 
gone down on account of the manner in which the present judicial 
officers have betaken themselves to summarily dispose of suits and I 
do not appreciate the reasonableness which prompted the Government 
to expend heavy sums for extending the court buildings at Alipore, 
Dacca, Asansol, etc., and manning these courts with extra judicial 
officers. If financial difficulties do not stay the hands of the Govern- 
ment in lavishly spending money on these heads people cannot accept 
the plea that their requirements are not properly attended to for want 
of finance. As for myself I cannot approve of any budget which does 
not pay more attention to the pressing necessities of the people and I 
hope that the members (d the Council would be disposed to take the 
same view and amend the present budget in such a way as would con- 
duce to the welfare of Bengal. 


Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: Mr. President, Sir, the budget 
of 1980-'ll is practically a repetition of the old story we are 
accustomed to hear about this time of the year. I wonder how a vast 
province like Bengal with a iM)pulation of abtmt 46 millions can be 
sei^'ed with State expenditure of about 12 (‘lores of rupees. This works 
out about Bs. 3 per head per year. I wonder how the Government 
of Bengal has managed all these years to carry on the administration 
of such a vast |K)jiulation with such a paltry sum of about Rs. 3 per 
head [)er year, that is to say, annas four per head per month. It is 
regrettable to note that the Police absorbs over 1/6 of our total revenue 
whereas such imi)ortant nation-preserving departments like Medical. 
Public Health, Education, Agriculture and Industries do not even all 
put together cost as much as the Police. In this connection I would 
like to mention that the Presidency Police, better known as Calcutta 
Police, costs oi about 43 lakhs of ni|>ees, nearly 1/dth of the total ex- 
penditure under the head **Police,^’ and this expenditure is supposed to 
protect about a million of citisens of Calcutta as against the other 
4/5 of the total expenditure under the head **Police** covers the pro- 
tection of 43 millions of poor mofassal people. It is patent from these 
figures that this huge expenditure under the Calcutta Police includes a 
very large {mrtion for the protection of properties of the wealthy 
citiisens of Calcutta. It is high time therefore to consider the question 
of a s|>eciai palice tax on ^oee citisens of Calcutta whose valuaUe 
properties nee<f protection. In fact this eort of extra police tax wi]yL 
reksse large sums "for the improvements in pay and proqiects of tha 
district police which includes a very large number of ilUpaid dafadam 
slid chowkidars. However I must offer my hearty congratidatiottS to the 
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Hoi^lie Finance Member for tbe increaeed grant of 4 Ukka of rupeee 
on JMncation including granU for the completion of Moelem Hall at 
Dacca and new buildings for the madraesahs. In this connection may 1 
draw 4he attention of the Hon’ble Minister of Education to lode into the 
questions of female education and provide more funds in future on this 
head, with special consideration about the extrsme backwardness of 
education of Muhammadan girls. I am very pleased to find that the 
budget for the next year provides for an increase of 53 auditors includ- 
ing two inspectors for supervising co-operative societies. May 1 sug- 
gest to the Hon^ble Minister in charge of Agriculture and Industries 
to whom our thauks are due for these near appointments, that at least 
50 i)er cent, of the new auditors should l»e promoted from the sui)er\’is- 
ing Staff of the Central Bank. This will enable the central banks, 
which are the mainstay of the Co.oi>erative Department to rwTuit 
better class of i)eople in their supervising staff. We are indewl very 
grateful to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Health for signal 
grants of 3 lakhs of rupees for the establishment of public health circles 
in rural areas which will no doubt stimulate public health activities in 
the villages. Free supplv of serum to district boards to deal with 
epidemics of cattle disease at a cost of Rs. 70.000 will be most welcome 
to the district boards to stamp out epidemics. 

With the present financial iKisition of Bengal and the inequitous 
Mestoii settlement in force we cannot iKissibly exi>ert most p*^ssing 
needs of the c<mntrv being attended U>. 1 confidently hope that the 

8tu<ut<.ry Con.miHm.m will u.,<l.. the mimhiH .Wne U, and pn.- 

vide the relief that we have l>een eagerly lm>king forward for he 
inaterialisatioii of uiKent whemea in pinrtirnll.v every dai.artn»-ii^ 
such a- provision for Rood drinkinR wutrr in every vllaRe. .onipulN.ry 
free primary edu.aiion, widespread raediral assistance and similar 

Before I resume my seat may I draw the attention 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department to Icmk into the henv> 
fall of the (foveiwment revenue under head "Stamp and -.Ristra. 
tioii." The causes of the fall have been clearly explained by the 
Hon’ble Finance Member in his hiidget speech. 

If there would not have been this huge reduction of 
nient revenue under these heads, the money could have h^n well 
uHlised in the nation-building departments which are the rryinir need. 

Z thT interest of the tenants whom I have the honour 
her. and as well m. in the interest <>**>*• w^ 

Hon'W. Revenue Member to modify the ^.ucy Act m 
« that the intewst of the tenant, are h«t mred 
bomnes. of the Begistration office may he *7^ 
mment may get more money to provide funds tor the nation-bniMing 

departinaBta. ^ 
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[At 4-30 p.m. th# Cduncil was adjoarned for prayar and it 
raaftnemUed at 4-40 p.iii.] 

Mm KItHORI MOHAN CHAUDHUNIl I am sorry I cannot 
loiiKratulate the Hon'bla the Finance Member upon this budget. 
Bengal is unfortunate in the renewal of the Meston award which 
created difficulties. My friend, the Hon’ble Mr. Man* was Secretary 
at the time the Meston award was considered. According to that award 
it was found that Bengal was aide to set apart a surplus of about 
B«. 1,04,00,000, out of which Bs. 41 lakhs were given to the province 
itself for development and other purpf>ses and Rs. 63 lakhs were taken 
by the (iovemmeiit of India as contribution. Rut in the beginning of 
the reformed Council w’e noticed that there was no surplus but a dehcit 
in the budget. Sir John Keir, the then Finance Member, could not 
give any Matisfactory reason for this. Hoivever, a committee was 
appointed which represented to the (Government of India with no 
practical result. That was the state of things in the beginning. 
During recent years only after repeated representation to the (Govern- 
ment of India the contribution has lieen remitted for some time. How- 
ever, that is not the real difficulty. The difficulty is that revenue is 
not expanding, while expenditure is always on the increase, and no real 
improvement can be made without the expansion of revenue or real 
economy. 1'he (Government of Bengal, I am sorry to Siiy, do not care 
much for economy. I believe economy is a virtue which should be 
especially studied by the (Government of Bengal. .\t present there are 
4 Executive (’ouncillors. Is it necessjiry that there should be four of 
them to do the work of the reserved half of the (Governments Then,, 
there are 3 Ministers for the transferi-ed departments. Is it nei*e8«aiy 
that three of them sh<mld be there Experience shows that half the 
numl>er of MemWrs would In* quite sufficient to cope with the work of 
the whole Government, Then wdiy so much money should be spent for 
the extra staff Why should not this money be devoted to the various 
important departments where expenditure is nec'essary.^ 

It Appears from the budget under review that no improvement in the 
financial (‘ondition of the province could be made on account of the 
working of the aniende<l Tenancy Act. There may l)e some revenue in 
stamps and registration fees, but to my mind I do not think it will be 
of any go<Kl. The real ditficiilty lies in this that under the present 
arrangement the purchaser of a holding is obliged to deposit the nazar 
in the Registration Department. Formerly he used to settle amicably 
with the landlord for the transfer at his convenience and m^rding as 
he could find money, and very few ejectment suits were filed. To my 
mind the best course would be to leave it to the purchaser to manage 
the transfer amicaUy writh the landlord. If that is done, I do not 
think there will be any difficulty. In this way the landlord also may 
not take exactions, and I believe even the muck vexed question ol 
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pttmption will not nrino. Wkfu tbo parrkaior opprooeliM tlie land* 
laid* it w^ill not b« difficult for him to aacortain the real ^alut of the 
land* and there is that statutory provieion about miiar. In that way 
he will be able to manage amicably with the purchaser. However, 
Oovemment should see whether there would be any real improvemant 
in revenue under '‘Stamps and registration fees" by the working of the 
amended Tenancy Act. 

In the matter of expenditure on poli(*e, we notice that it is always 
cm the increase and that there is no limit of it. If there is to be in* 
creased expenditure on police, why should not crime decrease and hf 
suppressed P 

[JAt this stage a member rose and asked the Hon’ble the President if a 
quorum was present in the House. A count was taken and it was found 
that the retjuired quorum whs present.] 

4*46 p.m. 

If there \w any need to increase ex|>enditure on police, 1 think 
Government should enquire first the real utility c^f the thing before 
increasing the ex(>enditure. There are many officers who pracdicaliy do 
no work. TTnder the union hoanl system some officers called the Circle 
officers are IcKMited in the mufassal to see to the village police system. 
How is it then that crime is still <iu the increase If it lie so, then a 
special enquiry shtmld l>t« made as to w'hether it is not nec'essaty^ to 
IcK'ate a deputy magistrate in every thaiia wdm should see the working 
of the fadice (>ersonal!y. It is always the case that whenever there is a 
crime cominitteil, the tendency of the jM»lice is to ascribe it to politically 
minded |>e(»ple. Imt in many <'usei« the real facts are quite the otherway. 

Similarly, Sir. as regards the Agricultural Department, I do not 
know if that defuirtment is of any utility. What is the lumefit the 
province has derived from that Department f Has the yield per ac^re 
increased by the exertions of the Department of Agriculture? Have 
the cultivat^irs been really benefited by the experiments of the depart- 
mental farms? My idea is that instead of experimental farms there 
should be demonstration farms. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: May I inquire. Sir, if (here is any quorum? 

Mr* PRiilOiNTs 1 do not feel inclined to take another count. If, 
however, I find that on the conclusion of Mr. Chaudhuri’s speech there 
are no members desiring to speak, I will adjourn the Council. 

Mm KlfHORI MOHAN CHAUDMUNII I see, Sir, some arrange- 
ments have been made to send some teachers to the Dacca Farm to 
learn agricultuxe so that they may iMune back and teach the boys in 
high and middle schools something of agricultnre but where and how 
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tliat would be done I cannot understand. In this oomiee* 
tion, 1 may mention* that in Hajshabi the late Kumar 
Baeanta Kumar Roy of Dighapatiya left an endowment of Rs. 2,50,000 
about 8 or 9 years ago and the interest of that eum has been accumulat- 
ing. The executors aie also willing to add another lakh to the endow- 
ment in order to help towards agricultural training 

[At this stage, the member reached the time-limit.] 

Hr# PRESIDENT: Mr. Chaudhuri, your time is up. 

Btbu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: May I have a few 
minutCNs more to conclude my speech? 

PRESIDENT: I do not think it will serve any useful purpose 
to go on speaking before empty benches. 

[On n count l>eing taken, it was found that there was no quorum.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not mean to cut you off. You may have 5 
minutes more to-morrow. 


AEJourtmient. 


There l»eiug no quorum present the Council was adjourned till 2-30 
p.m,, on Friday, the 28th February, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



ri TwiJ i r ^ of ttio iongti Ugiilttivt temioil mto i h ua tNMitr Uit 
prowiti t u i of tiM C oo tr tim t ot of Intfla Aot 

The CJwkcil met in the Council Chmiiher in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the :?8th Fehruaiy, 19^10, at 2*09 p.m. 


IProiont: 

Mr. Pi-e*iident (the Hon'hle Itaja M^xmatha Xath Hay ('haudhuri, 
of Santo^h) in the Chair, the Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Mol)erly, t .i.K., i.c.s., 
the Hon'hle Mr. A. Mnrr, c.i.i-. , the Hon’hle Sir Provnsh Chunder 

Mitter, kt., the three Hcm’lde MiniKtei> and 85 nominated and 

elected memhers. 


Oilli or Afllmiittom 

The following meiiiher took an oath of hin allejfiance to the (Vown : — 
l)r. Sir Nilrutun Sarkar, kt. 


Obituary roforotioo. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (ientlemen of the Counril, it Im my melancholy 
duty accordin^f to the practice of fhi« (?ouncil to offer the laat tribute 
to the memory of Mr. X. H. (iupta, c.i.e., who for alaiut Uui montha 
from the inception of the reform?* was a nominated meniher of this 
Council. Mr. Gupta died of amall-tmx in Calc utta laM ni|rht. He waa 
a Darrister and bef<nn hicc practice in Ban?*a] town. He NN)ti iMM'aine a 
distin^iahed Advocate of the Calcutta Hijrh Court. He twice acted as 
Remembrancer of Ta*iral Affairs with the Government of Bengal. In 
recognition of hie* »er vices he w’as made a Companion of the Order of 
the Indian Empire in 1913. His last act of public utility was a very 
liberal donation for the estahliKhment of a medical w'hool ut Barisal. 

It will be, I am sure, the w'ish of the Council that an expiession of 
their deep sympathy, and an appreciation of his public work shall he 
sent to his reUtiTe. 

I will ask members to signify their ixmtient by rising in their places. 

(All the members then rose in their places.) 

Mr. PRiiiOENT: Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretary will 
pleaM take the usual steps. 
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9Umd QttOitiOTi 

(U wliloli oral amivor wm givon.) 

Aooommodatiofi of Muliaiiifiiaclaii attistants of tlio loiiotarM 
in ttM Govorimioiit quartors at OarJooHiig. 

*0a Maillvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Mitiiflier in char^ of the Public Works Department be pleaaed to 
Mtate whether it is a fact that the Muhammadan aaeistants of the 
Secretariat deputed to Darjeeling are not accommodated in Govern- 
ment quarters ? 

(h) Is it a fact that all other assistants are so accommodated? 

(r) If the answers to (a) and (h) are in the affirmative, are the 
Government contemplating: removing" this want in the near future? 

MINUTER in ohargo of PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (tlio 
Hon'lllf Klion Bohodur K. C. M. Paroqui): (a) and (h) Muhammadan 
and non-Muhammudaii assistants are accommodated in Government 
quarters up to the limit of accommodation available. One building 
containing eiglit seats is allotted to Muhammadans. Those not accom- 
modated in Government <|uarters, both Muhammadan and non- 
Muhammadun, are paid house rent allowance in accordance with the 
provisions of the Darjeeling .\llowance Code. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state wliether it i** a fwt that those clerks who are not accom- 
modated in t Government quarters are paid allowance only for the actual 
number »>f days that the) remain in Darjeeling? 

Tlif Hon’Mt Khan Bahadur K. G. M. PAROQUI: The memliei is 
leferred to Darjaaiing Allowance Code. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Will the llon'ble Minister l)e ' 
pleased to state whether in Darjeeling houses aiv not available for a 
certain numl>er of days and they are only available for a w^hole season 
or for a whole month genemlly? 

Tht HaiPhlf Khan Bahadur K, G. M. PAROQUI: I am not in a 

position to anaw^er this. I do not know whether house.H in Darjeeling 
are available for the whole season or for a month. 

Maulvl TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many Muhammadan clerks wew sent to Darjeeling 
last year? 
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ffct NM'Ma Khan laklAir K. Q. M, PARO^Uli I want notice of 
tkiR; 

IlMlivi *¥£0 MAJID lAKtH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Muhammadan servants are sufficiently avail- 
aUe in Darjeelinjr and whether there is accommodation available for 
them in Oovemment quarters? 

Th* Hm'M* Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUIt We received no 
complaint. 

Msulvi SYED MA4I0 BAKSHs Will the Jiotrhle Im* 

pleased to state if he knows that Muhaininadati servantH will have to Im 
provided with aceonimodation? 

Th« Hon’bit Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: We have no suc h 
information. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; Will the Hon’hU 
Minister he pleased to state if he is aware of the fart that whenever a 
question is put in Counril it is in the natui*e ot a complaint? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I cannot allow this. It is not a 
supplementary c|uestion. 

Mauivi 8YE0 MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state if he is aware of the numl>ei of Muhammadan servants 
that are available in Darjeelinfr? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur K. C. M. FAROQUI: No. 

Mauivi SYEO MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’hle Minister Ih) 
pleased to state if he has p>rie throujrh (he list of servants? 

TN Han’Ma Khan Bahadur K. G. M. FAROQUI: NH. 


Untlarrad Quaalion 

(anawar to urhioh was laid on tlio taMo.) 

ApBointiiiiiit of a Moturor in tha Caloutta Untvartily. 

n. Mauivi ABOUi BAMAO: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state fully the 
otrcamsianoes which led him to object to the a|^intment of Dr. N. 
Sanya], u.a., ru.o. (London), as a lecturer in the Calcutta Univer* 
aity, m "'other than academic gieunds/" againat the unanimous 
leoommendation of the UniTersity Senate? 
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(b) It tli« Hon’Ue MiniRtor ainM that the traditioBil policy was 
one of non-intervention with the internal adminietration of the 
Univereity P 

MfiiMar in efcwgt of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (Dm HMPWt 
Mr. Kiraniia NntiniMiWin): (a) Government are not prepared to give tbe 
information asked for. 

(b) No. 

Mauivi AB0U8 tAMAD: Will the Hou’hle Minister he pleased to 
state, with reference to answer (h), whether any recommendation of the 
Senate has ever been vetoed by any popular Minister before? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: I must ask for notice. 

MiUlvi ABUL KA8EM: Gn a point of order: When a question has 
l)een asked by a member of Gounci), are tlie Hon’ble Members or 
Ministers of Government justified in saying that they are not able to 
answer or they are not prepared to answer without any reason or justi- 
fication? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You are raising a point w'hich has already been 
decided on the floor of this House by myself times without numWr. 

Mtulwi ABUL KA8EMS Sir, it has lieen decided by you that if the 
answer to a question is imt complete, we can ask fresh ({uestion 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, onler. The member is not right. 
Membei-s may nsk supplementary questions and not fresh questions. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: The rule says that queatimis shall 
he asked and answers shall l)e given. K not that a compulsory provi- 
sion ? 

Mr. PRE8IDEIIT: The answer has lieen given. I better again 
explain the rule in question. The rule does not give any power to the 
Chair to direct the Members of Government to give answers in a parti- 
cular fashion, and leaves them free to answer (|uestions as they think 
fit without, of course, infringing any rule. 

Mr. BI JOY PRASAD SINGH ROY I Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with regard to question 7(Ko), what is the meaning of 
the wonls ‘‘other than academic grounds*'? 

TIm HilPMt Mr. KHWAJA NAIIMUODINs I have nothing more 
to add. 
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(General diix-uwiion «n the budget of the Government of Bengal for 
was then resinned.) 

Mr* FRCSIDCNTx Babu Kinhori Mnhan Chnntihuri wa« in poatiea* 
fiion of the House yesterday and he may mm speak » but I may remind 
him that he has jfot only 5 minutes at his disposal. 

BiIni KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURIS I wh.s siiyinir yesterday 
that if we develop the resourfes of the soil, agriculture cun bi* made 
profitable. Kven the exiterimeiitul farms, which are now not paying, 
may also be made pitihtuble. The etuUm'iiient funtl of Kumar Basiuita 
Kumar Roy could be utilised in that direction. Two yeais’ course may la* 
adopted and a schfnd ma>1 Iw* oi>ened in Hajhlmhi which will l)e of 
great use to the middle (dass hhmlrtilo*j$ as well as to the cultivut<H*s. 
They u'ill be thus able to improve their own resources and soil if they 
can get sufficient practical training in the s*;hiK)l. Hut nothing haa 
been done in this direction. The proceesls of the fund are now practi- 
cally about Rs. 14,000 a year and tbe executors of the fund are willing 
to all(d another lakh in Government security. These two will amount 
to nearly Us. 18,0f)0 or over lU. 17,000, and if some help fn>m Govern- 
ment l>e given this s< heme can Im* carried out. I d(» not understand why 
Government nhould not accept this pniposal, and why they should per- 
sist in a different |adicy. ] do not think Government huNe gi^f no 
money. Money is there, hut G(»vemnieiit do not think it should be 
expended on the lines suggested. For several years the executors are 
tiying to iiidu(‘e (TOTenunent to utilise the endowment for this ]»ur|>fiNe. 
As I have already said, my complaint is that proper attentioji is not 
being given to this profawal by the department. Heavy nniotint is 
l)eing sj>ent in other direction^ hut no suhstaiitial benefit has resulted so 
far to the p<a>r. 

As regards the Isdanical classes, the pro|K)Miil is that I. Sc. (daises 
W(*uM be opened at Kujshahi. There is a |>r<ii)osfil to raise the tee rates 
in the Science classes. But I ant surprised to see that the Rajshahi 
College though it got an endowment of over Rs. 10, (KK) ft»r the benefit of 
the pofw should be shabbily treated in this resjteet. No other eollege in 
this provinee has got sueh a large endowment. Therefore why imt us# 
the proceeds of that endowment for the benefit of the peopled 

Rai Or. HARfOHAR DUTT Raliailur: Having joined the f'ouneif 
and re<#ived the Budget Estimates only yesterday, I shall (onfltie myself 
to a few outstanding facts which a rapid glance at the figures reveals 
and specially those which affect Calcutta which I have the premd pri- 
Tilege to represent here. 

I find that whereas the revenue has risen from Rs, 10} crores in 
1920-27 to Rs. II craree 4 lakhs, expenditure has grown dnruig ih# 
ianie period from Rs. lOf crores to Rs. Ilf crores and that almost every 
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jear including the effiiinate far 1980*31, the year’s expenditure is in 
excess of the year\ revenue. Sir, whenever they have any occasion 
to deal with the finances of local bodies, the financial experts of Gov- 
ernment take care to impress on the local authorities concerned, the 
necessity of keeping the year’s expenditure within the year’s revenue, 
but it seems obvious that they do not themselves follow precepts which 
they lay down for the benefit of others. 

Of the net increase of Rs. 54 lakhs in revenue during the last 
■5 years, general administration ulswirbs Rs. 12 lakhs or a little less 
than n fourth, Police absorbs Rs. 28 lakhs or more than half the total 
increase, while Medical and Public Health get only about Rs. 12 lakhs 
and Education (transferred) R^. 13J lakhs. I submit that Govern- 
ment should spend even more than they are doing now on education 
and medical iclief, and less on general administration. In this con- 
nection it would he interesting to know what has happened to the 
recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee appointed by Gov- 
ernment, what was the extent of the economies effected by Government 
as the result of that Committee’s report, and what additional expendi- 
ture has been sanctioned from year to year since. It is almost a uni- 
versal exi>erience that |M)sts are retrenched one year, only to be restored 
in the following year under the same or a new name, for special 
«nquiries and schemes. 

Sir, I find that the estimate piovides for an increase of nearly 
Rs. b lakhs, as compared with the figures for 1928-27, from country 
fermented liquors. 1 have seen the explanatory note as regards this 
increase, but as one associated for many years with temperance move- 
ment I cannot help expressing my regret at this circumstance. The 
Excise policy of Government was severely criticised in the Council 
last year. The Department is under our Minister but notwithstanding 
this the recent courtesy shown to the Licensing Hoard Temi)erauce 
representation, leading to other resignations, is very well known. 

The next item to which I would like to draw attention is the revenue 
of Rs. 16| lakhs from the Entertainment and Betting tax. 1 remember 
that when this tax was first imjxwed the Corimration of Calcutta 
represented that they should get a share of this revenue for local pur- 
poses as it is derived almost wholly from Calcutta. I am aware that 
under a schedule to the Government of India Act this tax is allocated 
to Government, but there can be no question, and I shall be failing in 
my duty as a representative of the city in the Council, if I refrain 
from putting forward the claim that on broad grounds of equity, 
Uolcutta is entitled to a fair share of this revenue. 

As regards I^m XIII— -Irrigation— I find a provision of 
Rs. 3,34,000 in the revised estimates for the current year and 
Rs. 3,60,000 in the next year’s estimate for the reconstmeikni of m 
iHridgM over canals in Calcutta. I for one heaved a aigli of relief 
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whan tte Corpointion agreed to cootrilmte 20 par cant, of tlia cost 
and Mpad to Hcttla the wntrovewy over this question wbich bad gone 
OK fa| over ten years. The Corporation laid it down as a condition 
that in the case of those bridges for which tenders had not yet been 
called, the estimates should firat be sent up to them. They iiu|>osed 
this restriction with the object of spreading the expenditure over a 
number of years and preventing the reconstruction of all the bridget 
being taken up all at once, a course which may cause cMinsiderable 
eiiibarrnssinent t(» the Corporation. I would like to knt>w if work is 
going to be commenced on all the bridges next year. I take it that 
the provision in the budgi^t ivpieseiits (Government share of the 
expenditure exj>ected to l»e iiicuri‘e<l next year, and not their share of 
the total cost. 

Another {K»iiit I would like to mention in this connection is that 
according to expert legal opinion which the Corfionition oMained, 
there was no obligation on the ('orporotion to contribute t(»wards the 
cost of the reconstruction of these bridges. Hut notwifKstanding this 
opinion, the Cor|>oration as a compromise and on broad gnmnds of 
equity agi-eed to contribute 20 per cent., exercising an extraordinary 
discretionary jniwer given to them under the law, hut they laid down 
that they expected (Government to treat them likewise in the matter 

some of their claims against (Government w’hich the latter htul some- 
what unceremoniously in some cases turned down. 1 refer to the 
(kirporntion claims ' for increased contribution for the upkeep of the 
motor amhulan<’e service, for a projmrtion of the cost of the Garden 
ltea(‘h survey, for half the cost of the survey of the Bidyadhari river 
and a few other items. 

I do not find any provision for Government contribution to the 
Corporation under any of these heads. I do not know whethe^ Govern- 
ment have reconsidered these matters. If not, I shall he glad have 
an assurance that they will do so with an open mind and with every 
desire to arrive at a fair and equitaWe adjustment in the same way 
that the Corporation have done in*regard to their share of the cost for 
the reconstruction of the bridges. 

With reference to the lump sum provision of Hs. 17,(X)0 to meet the 
initial expenditure for removal to the new f'ouncil building next year, 
it will he of interest to know when the Government expe4^t to have the 
new building ready and when the removal is likely to he effected and 
the upj)er floor of the Town Hall likely to he vacated for the use of the 
public. 

I find a provision of Rs. 36,000 under ''.Siientiflc Department 
being moetly for grants to five institutions. I must say that this pro- 
vision is altogether inadequate for a provincial Government. I can 
mention several^ highly scientific institutions in Calcutta devoted to 
reeeareh which are in urgent need of funds. The Corporation can 
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only help tbem by remisiioQ of mtes and are precluded under the Act 
from doing more. I think that in ibis case Government must come to 
tbe aid of tbe^ inniitutione. 

Under the head of Education, I am glad to find a number of 
capital grantH to the Victoria Institution, the Gokbale Memorial Girls’ 
School and the Bangiya Sahitya Parishad in Calcutta. Herein again 
I must reiterate my complaint that there are many more deserving 
institutions in Calcutta which are in urgent need of Government aid, 
and I must confess that the Corporation is aiding some of these insti- 
tutions by lease of land on nominal rent, remission of rates, direct cash 
grant, etc., even more liberally than Government are doing. 

As regards the Medical budget, I have ahea<ly stated that the exi)eu- 
diture should la* more on medical relief. There is urgent need for more 
hospital uc(’oiiimodat)on in Calc'utta, it is well known that admission 
into hospital even for those who are seriously ill and in need of urgent 
relief is not easy t<» obtain mainly for want ( f accommodation. Tbe 
Corporation have almost trebled their expenditure on medical relief 
duiing the last five years and have undertaken their responsibility 
in this direction to a very much larger extent than previous Cor|)ora- 
tions were prej»ared to do. although the previous history of this 
matter shows that the Government of Bengal are entirely resjmnsible 
for the pr(»vision of adequate medical facilities in (’alcutta and not the 
Corporation. There are still some people in the Corporation who seem 
to think that medical relief is not one of the pritnarv' duties of the 
Cor|Kimtion and that an increased expenditure under this head out 
of municipal fund may mean a diversion of funds fi’om more legiti- 
mate and necessary purjawes. I do not share this view. 

It should be borne in mind, however, that while the CoijM^ration 
will probably always W ready to supplement the efforts of Govern- 
ment, theiv should l>e no slackening of the pace on the part of Gov- 
ernment themselves in providing ade(|uate facilities; the Corporation 
will feel disap|M)inted if, as u result of increased exfienditure on their 
part, Government do not spend as ifluch as they ought to on medical 
relief. 

In page 72 <»f the summaiy I find a number of grants to various 
medical institutions in Calcutta. Among others a grant of 
Bs. 1.50,(KK) to the latiya Ayurbignan Parisad and another Rs. 50,000 
to the Calcutta Medical Institute. I congratulate Government on 
these wise provisions and hojje that in succeeding years also they will 
find it ])ossible to aid private institutions to the utmost extent of tbeir 
resources, I find only a small grant of Rs. 7,300 to the Dufferin 
Fund. It would liave been so helpful to tbe institution if this grant 
could be substantially increased. 

In page 02 of the summary I find another grant of Rs. 23,000 to 
the Calcutta Muhammacbiu Orphanage building fund. This is also a 
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wwe measure. Tkere m other similar inadtutiotifi fiw the Hinduf 
and ^ot]i«r oommanities and these standinir organisations ought to 
receive every possible help from the Government. 

Mr* B. .C« CHATTERdEEs Mr. President, 1 am sorry that f should 
also join the ranks of the malcontents about the budget estimatcsi. 1, 
and men like me, who have come to this Council have done so in the 
earnest belief that by ctmsenting to come and w<»rk the Reforms, we 
can do better senice to the country than by ivmaiiiiiig out of it and 
refusing to work the lleforius. Noa* it is in that belief that I, and 
many others, have come to this Council. So far as 1 can understand, 
the issue which is now clearly Wfore the tHvuntry, is whether jUie- 
country should follow Mr. Gandhi who is offering free salt, or follow 
those who are dinning the doctrine into our ears to come into the 
Council and work the Refonus which will, a<*<‘ording to them, do more 
good to the country. 

Looking at the budget estimates from this point of view, have we a 
chance of winning over the country to the ^•ause of the Reforms us 
against the creed which those who are against the Reforms are preach- 
ing? 1 hnd the budget estimates disappointing, for the first fm^t which 
s{»rings up and hits one in the face, is the <lematMl made (m the Bengali 
to add another Rs. 5 lakhs to the exjiendituiv on the Police. If this 
were a demand for Rs. f) lakhs f<^r the Police, I supjxwe one would not 
grumble over much, but we find that this little demand f»»r Rs. 5 
lakhs is merely the top showing up of a malignant growth in ex}>en- 
diture on the Police which has gcme on ever since the institution of the 
Reforms in this countiy. I find on a comparison of the figures in the 
budget of 1919-20, that the revenue of Bengal has remaiiiml more or 
leas stationary up-to-date, it has been hovering mund nlwut 11 crores 
of nii»ees. For exanifde, in 1919-20, it was Rs, 10 crores fM lakhs, and 
the Police bad out of it Rs. 1 crore 43 lakhs 95 thousand, while the 
estimated revenue for 1930-.31 is Rs. 11 crores and isld thousand, and 
the Police are going to have out of it Rs. 2,25.43,0(K), that is to soy, 
between 1919-20 and 1930-31, we have an increase in Police exfienditure 
of nearly fth?* of a crore, that is 71 lakhs of rujiees. This is a curious 
commentaiy on the Reforms. This is the period which is co%Tred by 
Reforms, and during this periwl we find Government having to spend 
very nearly three quarters of a crore in order to keep itself going, 
la this the fact which I am to put before my rountiy men and on the 
bama of which I am to aak them to come and help to work the Reforms 
inaiead of going to Gandhi? I say I cannot. Take this increase in 
expenditure and compare it with those departments that are concerned 
with the matter of health, wealth and knowledge, the departments 
called itanafened. There ia nothing like a conreaponding incieaiiie in 
the expenditure on these departmenta. We have ail heard the various 
deiaila given by membera of this House retarding how niggardly, how 
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Atep-moibarly, the FimuK^e Member hue been with regard to tbeile 
departments* ; 1 am veiy Norr>' for him, all his money is being drawn 
away by the Police. Well, I ask you. Sir, how, with this budget 
which the Hon’ble Member has given us, am 1 to go to my constitu* 
eiicy and tell them not to listen to Gandhi but to listen to the Hon'ble 
Mr. MarrP I admit. Sir, that Government has not had a chance of 
working the Itefonns because <if uon*co-operation ; but if you wish to 
keep in the (>>uncil the men who have come in with a will to work the 
Reforms, if you are going to keep these men and give them strength 
and suppoH before the country, then you have got toi give them an 
assurance that money will be more liberally spent on the transferred 
departments as liberally as you are s{}ending on the Police. Of 
course, 1 kuow the inevitable reply of the Hon’ble Member will be 
“where is the money.” Undoubtedly it is the outstanding difficulty, 
but, Sir, my giievance is that when fresh money is raised from fresh 
taxation, which it is promised would lie devoted to the transferred 
departments, after the deficit of Government is met, it is not sjient on 
the transferred defwiimeiits, but goes to those secret plaices of which 
the Hon’ble Finance Member knows. But you cannot go on like this, 
you <‘iiunot usk us to <ome and co-operate, if you do not give us with 
a more liberal hand. In this connection 1 am not going to put for- 
ward any original suggestion. But I would remind the Hon’ble 
Member of a suggestion made by Deshliandhu in this Council in 1924, 
and r submit that the time has (Mnue when that suggestion ought to 
lie carried out. He mmle a suggestion that a loon of Rs. 5 cixM*k 
should lie raised, and {lointed out a way of how to provide for a sink- 
ing fund and |M»\ineiit of iiiteiest, so as to fsiy off the bnin within a 
perifsl of 20 years. He said “raise a. loan of Hs. 5 crores and then 
divide this money among the various departments called transferred.” 
Now the late Mr. Das' proposal w^us that when that loan, the fresh 
money, was raised, all the yield of the new stamp duty and the 
amusement tax was to be earmarked for the transferred departments, 
provided the deficit which then fnc*ed the Government would have been 
got o%’er: this was proinisfKl by Sir John Kerr. Well, I am afraid 
this money has all gone, and we shall not be able to persuade the 
Hon'ble Finance Member to give us ail that money back in order to 
provide for a sinking fund and payment of interest for this Rs. 5 
orore loan. But Bengal is not really so destitute; there are ways and 
means of raising mme money in Bengal. I say with some seiiae of 
responsibility that I am pwfeetly willing to give the Hon’ble Finance 
Member a scheme which will bring in sufficient to pay for a sinking 
fund nnd pay ii^terest on this 5 crores of rupees, provided there is a 
legal way pofMible, of enforcing on the Government the liability creat- 
ed by its prmnise to devote the funds raised to this particular purpose. 
That is where Government gets us into a difficult pomtion. Govenunent 
raises taxatkms and says that it will devote them to a certain purpose; 
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GmmI M does not do this. I think, Sir, if this was done in England, 
tho jySonsn of Cojnmons would demand the head ol the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. However, I should be very happy to place before the 
Finance Member a scheme for raising sufficient money to provide for 
this contingency, for a sinking fund and interest to be paid on a loan 
of 5 crores of rupees, and if he is satisfied with the scheme, then I 
trust he will consent to raise this money and put it before the ('ouncil, 
and if the Council consents, to devote it to the particular purpose for 
which this money would be raised. Now, Sir, I had the privilege of 
submitting a scheme l>efore Lord Lytton in the days when 1 thought 
of going into politics. This scheme was piuc^ by lx>rd Lytton before 
JSir John Kerr, tind so far as 1 understand from Ixnd Lytton, Sir 
John Ken was not 0 |qK)sed to the scheme on huancial grounds, he 
said it seemed quite sound, hut he objected on politic4il grounds. 
But much water has fl<>wed down the (langeM during these years, and 
I think the political objections which Sir John Kerr tm»k will not now 
loom Large in the view of the present Hoirhle Kiiuince {Member. 
What I am suggesting, will I trust, appeal to ever>' British member 
of this assembly and to my countrymen. I may say that sin<‘e we 
arc all here against the mandate of the majority of our countr>'meJi, 
since we are coming here in spite of the command ol the majority 
against our coming here, it is up to us, and more so up to the 
Hoirhle Finance Member of this assembly, to see to it that this scheme 
should really fructify into something which would appeal to the fieople 
ttcd not merely result in private meraliers drawing Its. 1(1 a day and 
Ministers and Executive ('ouucillors drawing Its. 5,(H)0 ii mouth. 
It ought to lead to s<»mething more cre<lilahle once you have the cour- 
age to say yourself that you will raise the money by loan and sjwnd 
this money on the transferred deportmeiitH. Make a beginning by 
slitting open some of the choked-up canals and rivers of Bengal, 
then the jieople will liegin to see and realise that something is being 
done under these Reforms. There is another thing I want to say, and 
that is, that this House now consists of a large number of my cMiuntry- 
meu who command respect in their respective communities- 

Mr. P. M. CUHAl Please rei^uest the member to speak up louder. 


Mr. B« C. OHATTilMil: I am sorry. Sir, hut this is my first 
oxpeiience of this Council. I am. used to speaking to learned judgea 
who prefer that we should almost whisper and not talk londly. In 
any caee, I hope to get more accustomed to this House, and learn to 
raise my voice sufficiently to be heard on the othw side, to the satis- 
taciion of the membars. 

My next point is that if this scheme is going to be worked satis* 
^ctonTy, if tba Heforms are going to be worked in any way ter the 
good of the conntry, the Beterms must be worked by live men, real 
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man* Tli« Miniators who are in charge of the v&rioiia departments 
must be men, not mere hedgings, who have to be taught alt the 
while by the Secretaries how to say “Thank you“ very nicely. The 
House must see to it that we get Ministers who can stand up to their 
confreres on the reserved side who are very often very tough customers, 
specially the Finance Member, and unle^ you can get men who can 
tackle the Finance Member, we shall not be able to do anything. 
I would, therefore, make this suggestion to the House including ever>'- 
body, Britisher, Hindu or Muhammadan, without any distinction, that 
we should strive, not merely by talk but by devising some scheme by 
whith we can provide for a sinking fund and interest foi^ a loan of 
h crores of rupees as was suggested by Deshbandhu Das, for beginning 
the initial work in these transferred departments. I submit and I 
hope that the Hon’ble Ministers will also give their serious attention 
to this matter, and realise that we have come here to help them, and 
that matters should be taken earnestly in hand without any "further 
loss of time. 

<1-15 p.in. 

Thi Hon’bla A. MARBs I should like to say a word at this 
juiu ture, T must congratulate Mr. (’hatteijee on his maiden speech 
here to-duy and I can assure him that on this side of the House we 
could hear every word of what he said. I just wish to say now that any 
suggestion that he likes to make for financial relief will In* welcomed 
by us and 1 can assure him that we will give it our most serioUvS con- 
mderation. 

Mr. B. C. BHATTERilEE: I am much obliged to the Hon’ble 
Finaiuje Member. 

Mr. P. N. GUHAs Mr. President, Sir, I had been a silent listener 
to the budget debate during the last six years. I did not take part in 
the debate «o Jong, not l)ecause I had nothing to speak on, but bec^ause 
the atmosphere ol the Council during the past few years was such as 
was sufficient to embarrass the Government from all directions and I 
did not like the idea of embarrassing them further. 

Sir, a lot has been said with regard to the unsatisfactory condition 
*of the budget. This is not a new complaint. The budget had all 
«long been unsaiisfactory and this year’s budget is not more unsatis- 
factory than it had been in the previous years. I do not think en y 
useful purpose will be served by abusing the members of the Treasury 
hench for allotting certain sums here and not allotting certain sums 
there. That is a matter of minor importance. 

going through the budget what struck me most forcibly was 
the iniquitous distribution of funds between the reserved and' tibe 
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trajblemd dapartiuenU. 1 find that tha Hon^ble Miniitar for Editca* 
tioft will make a demand for a sum of Bs. 1,34J1,000 for the eduoa* 
tion ol the whole province. The Hon^ble Kumar will make a demand 
for Bs. 59,84,000 for the Medical and Rs. 41.72,000 for the Public 
Healib Department. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur's demand for the 
Agricultural Department is for Bs. 27,93,000 and that for the Depart- 
ment of Industries is for Rs. 13,62,000. All these sums added together 
give us the total amount of Rs. 2,77,87,000 and that is all that the 
people of Bengal will be able to get for the nation-huilding depart- 
ments out of a total revenue of eleven crores. 

On the other hand, the Hon'hle Mr. Moberly who is in charge of 
the Police, judiciary and the genenil administration of the province 
will ask the Council to grant a sum of Rs. 2,15,43,000 for the Police 
alone, not to speak of Rs. 1,29,90,000 for the general administration 
and Rs. 1,08,94,000 for the Judicial Department. All thefw* added 
together make up a total of Rs. 4,54.27,000. It will be seen that 
while we are spending Rs. 4J crores for maintaining the British tone 
of administration, British character of justice and British efficiency 
of the iMilice, we are to be satisfied in s{>ending only Us. 2} crores for 
the life, health and education — indeed for the very existence of the 
people. Sir, the Hon’hle the Finance Member would have been shown 
the d(K)r if he had presented a budget like this in any civilised country. 
Sir, we the co-operating section of the Bengali people have, for the 
last eight years, l)een silently watching the progress of the Reforms and 
it is nothing short of a calamity that the supporters of the Govern- 
ment are being treated like this, specially when out of the seven 
members of the Cabinet five are Indians. I do not know what our 
countr>Tuen — our representatives — have been doing in the Cobinet. 
They will probably say that they are not heard. If that is the case, 
then their clear duty is to come out. 

Sir, no consideration has been given to the great problem of un- 
employment in Bengal. The numlier of the roaming young men in 
tile streets of Calcutta are increasing year after year. People are 
idling away their time in villages and towns after completing their 
education and yet our Government is not perturbed. They do not 
seem to care a two-pence as to whether these young men die or live. 
Then, Sir, the people in their millions are dying of malaria and kala- 
axar but our Hon’ble Minister for Public Health has not been able to 
secure anything more than the magnificent sum of Rs. 1,00, 000 mi 
of a total revenue of Rs. 11 crores for cximbating these preventable 
diseases. 

Sir, from the budget it does not appear if any one it taking any 
notice of tiie water-byacintb pest which is ruining Bengal. There is 
ike Hon'ble Member in charge ol the Irrigation Department with bis 
Cbief Engineer, we have a Minister for PuUie Health with a Director 

8 
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«ad have further a Mimuter and a Director to look after Agri- 
<mlture and yet nothing being done and not a word is being said 
about the water-hyacinth pest which is blocking the ways of irrigation, 
ruining the health of the public and hampering the prospects of agri- 
culture. Sir, I would ask these hon’ble gentlemen to go to Eastern 
Bengal and see for themselves how the situation stands. We had an 
expert here a few years ago and he was supposed to have shown us Ihe 
way of destroying the water-hyacinth pest. He took our money and 
disappeared, no one knows where. Then a special officer was appoint- 
ed to investigate the whole question and he not only submitted a 
report, but went from door to door but could not move the Government 
to do anything in this direction. Whenever the question about the 
water-hyacinth was raised during the past years, the answer was that 
the matter was under the consideration of Government. May 1 know 
when this consideration will be finished? Will it be finished after the 
people of Bengal are cither buriwl or cremated and the whole province 
turned to a desert? 

Sir, there are several points in the budget on which a lot ran be 
spoken and the most signifi(‘unt point is that there is no sign of 
sympathy anywhere in it. Government is going on exactly as it was 
going on since 1857, Sir, the preamble of the Government of India 
Act says that the object of the Reforms is to tee<h us how to govern 
ourselves but there is no sign anywhere in the budget to indicate any 
help in this direction from any quarters. Sir, we are dying, we can- 
not find bread to live on, our children are not getting proper education 
but nobody cares. Nobody seems to take any trouble in studying the 
new situation that has arisen in the couniiy\ The cry is that the 
Government must go on as it has been going for years and centuries. 
Sir, the budget shall never be satisfactory' if the whole system and 
whole outlook are not changed. All that we want is that the Govern- 
ment should l)e sympathetic and we want them to help us to live and 
move. We are here to co-operate with them and we want them to 
extend their hands of co-operation and sympathy. The situation ia 
Bengal is really serious and I want the members of the Treasury 
bench to realise it. The Ministers who have taken their seals very 
recently should take particular care to study the pressing problems of 
the province. This much w'ith regard to the general aspect of the 
budget. 

Sir, I do not want to speak much about different branches of the 
administration. Yet, I will touch one or two points raised by my 
hon^ble friend Hat Dr. Haridhan Ihitt Bahadur. Sir, I am a 
councillor ol the Calcutta Ccwporation and am further coiBoieeted with 
various public bodies in Calcutta and that is why I am taken by mf 
friends here as a Calcutta man. In reality 1 am not, I had been a 
Tillage man half of my life and I hope to be so again m one or Iww 
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yeais^ time. Ab a village man I am railing my voice of jirotaii 
agalnk the maintenance and improvem^t of Calcutta with the help 
of ^e revenue of the province as a whole. Calcutta i» not a Bengali 
city, it is a cosmopolitan one, and there is absolutely no reason why this 
city sh<^n]d cost any money only of the Bengali people. I raised my 
voice against the proposal of constructing the Howrah Bridge with the 
help of the revenue of Bengal and to-day I do so again against tlie 
general upkeep of Calcutta by spending our money. The people of 
Calcutta do mt fontribute anything to the exchetiucr of the imnince. 
The rates they pay go to the Corporation and the taxes out of their 
income go to the Government of India. Why should any portion of 
the revenue realised from the villages l>e spent for Calcutta? My 
friend Dr. Dutt has offered s|>e<*ial |>lea 4 ]iiigN on Whalf of (*a)cutta., 
but he may take it that his city has no right to get any advantage out 
of the revenue of the province as a whole. 

Sir, turning to the Judicial Department, T find the Government 
has made a provision for installing a lift for the use of the Hon'ble 
Judges of the High Court. I congratulate their lordships for their 
good luck but I think the Government would have done well if two 
more lifts for the use of the lawyers and the litigant public wer# 
arranged for. Sir, a provision for the appointment of another Presi- 
dency Magistrate has been mode. This is due evidently to the increase 
in the uunil)er of criminal cases. Well and good, but may I in this 
connection ask the Government what is the fate of the long-standing 
question about the separation of Judicial from the Executive fiintv 
tion? What about the report of the Greaves* Committee? \othing 
is being heard about this matter for long, yet the question was dis- 
cussed in the Indian National Congress year after year for over 20 
years and its solution was indicated in a statesman-like manner by tba 
late Mr. Roinesh Chandra Dutt. The next question to which I want 
to draw the attention of the Hon*ble Member in charge of the Judicial 
Department is the recruitment of the munsiffs. A controversy arose 
in this connection when the Simon Commission was here. T will 
perhaps be told by Mr. Moberly that the Government have no hand 
in the matter and their only duty is to record the decree of the High 
Court in connection with the rw^ruitmeni oi the munsifs, but 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

fUm MTYA ICINKAII SAHANAS Sir, in considering the budget 
to 1930-31, that baa been presented to this Council, I admit that I 
am fully aware of the prevailiug ffnancial condition ot the province 
due to the settlement that we all deplore ; and I have little doubt that 
the Government has endeavoured to make, in the budget estimate, 
a fair distribution of the expected receipts throughout the various 
^^mrtments of the administration. But, Sir, as I represent a district 
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wlijoli is the poorest in the province — ^poor in commerce and industry, 
in a word poor in all the amenities that make human existence possil^ 
— ^my anxiety for my constituency makes me doubtful of the success 
that that endeavour has attained. I am inclined to think, Sir, that in 
the distribution in the budget the maximum of cutting the coat 
according to the cloth has not been very carefully followed and that 
the saying ‘‘out of sight out of mind” played not an inconsiderable part 
in it. As my unfortunate district lies on the borderland, I fear it 
has not drawn as much attention of the authorities as it should have 
done and so it remains in such a gloomy condition that it makes one 
doubtful as to its forming a part of the British administered province 
otf Bengal. Sir, one particular fault which I find with Government 
policy us evinced in the budget, is that it neglects the essential fact 
of viilagie improvement and rural welfare. The problem of Bengal is 
the problem of its villages ; and yet it is tbe very fact which our rulers 
are apt to lose sight of altogether. 1 shall like to illustrate the point 
from the (iase of my own district, the Baukura district, and ray own 
subdivision, the Vishnupur subdivision. 

With the exception of the three eastern thanas of the Vishnupur 
sulnlivision — Indas, Eotalpur and Patrasayer — the whole of the district 
is part of the Chota Nagpur plateau. Laterite, gueissore and meta- 
morphic rocks, abounding in the country, give it a rugged and undulat- 
ing appearance. Indas, Eotalpur and Patrasayer thanas are plains of 
recent alluvium. There are four rivers in the district — the Damodar, 
the Darakeswar, the Silai or Silabuti and Eausai or Eansabati with 
their tributaries. They are little more than hill streams and are. 
extrepi in the rains, beds of sand with a trickle of water, rendering 
little help to agriculture. The area of the district is 2,647 square 
miles and the total population was found, at the census taken in 1^1, 
to be 10,19,941. The incidence of the population l)eing t385 jwr square 
mile in the whole district and it is 346 to the square mile in the Sadai 
sulvlivision and 457 in tbe Vishnupur subdivision. It has been found 
out in the recent district settlement that though 79 per cent, of the 
people depend on ngriculttire for their livelihood, only 47 per cent, 
of the area of the district has been brought under cultivation. Tbe 
paddy and other crops produced in the district are not sufficient for the 
jxqmlation of every one of them is to get two full meals a day. The 
population is a mixed one, about 8 per cent, being aboriginals — Santnls, 
Kherigas, Eoras, Bhumijis and others, living mostly in tbe jangle 
lands of the Sadar subdivision. The Vishnupur subdivision, specially 
the eastern portion of it, is for a long time in the grip of malaria, 
and the pest has l^st been spreading over tbe Sadar sub^ vision. The 
death-rate causing dect^se in the population is awful. By comparing 
the census reports of 1911 and 1^1, it is found that the population 
of the whole district has decreased by 10 p^r cent.; the decrease is 
T per cent, in the Sadar subdivision and in the Vishnupur subdivisioii 
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it jn 17 per cent* which i« perhaps without a parall<4 in Bengal. 
Further, Sir, it is to he found by comparison of reports that the 
population of the district is less than what it was in 18S1. It ia, 
according to specialists, the most unfortunate district as regards 
leprosy. In the map prepared in regard to leprosy unfortunate 
Bankura has got the darkest colouring and but for the efforts of some 
charitably disposed Europeans the fell disease would have tainted many 
more of the people. • 

. The district, Sir, is divided into two suUlivisions — the Western 
or the Sadar subdivision includes two-thirds of the total area and the 
Eastern or the Vishnupur sululivision comprises the remaining one- 
third. This Vishnupur was the central portion of the ancient 
Mallabhum — the land of wrestlers and the Vishnupur town, one of the 
oldest, if not the oldest town in Bengal, was the capital of the Malla 
Rajas. Sir, this Vishnuinir w-as a flourishing country even in the time 
of Havelock of Black Hole fame. In his memoirs he gives an attractive 
description of its prosperity, of its ])aiemal Hindu administration, of 
its pristine Hindu rituals and customs, and of its trade and commerce 
supplying silk, tassar, ml wo<xl, shellac and couch-shells to the 
British traders for eximrt. But unfortunately after more than 160 
years of British administration the condition of the country has 
l>ecome unspeakably deplorable. Industry has almost died out, 
Tutias — sericulturists — a separate caste in Vishnupur and Muham- 
madans by religion, have long forgotten their industry and are fast 
dying out as agriculturists or agricultural labourers, the Kansarics, 
the Sankharies, the Tantis, the Gandha Banik, the 8ubama Baniks 
who were thriving producers in the post are out of their emjdoymi nt 
and have been trying to eke out a scanty subsistence from the churli*<h 
-oil; and agrrif^nhure has reached its lowest ebb. The subdivision is 
gloomy, cheerless, lifeless; it is in the claws of malaria which, ns 
some has said, is an euphemism for insufficient food. Sir, to save 
myself from the charge of exaggeration I quote from the “Final 
Report on the Survey and Settlement operations in the district of 
Bankura*’ by the Settlement Officer, Mr. F. W. Rol)ertson, i.r s. 
On peged 6 and 7 of his note be writes: “The eastern thanas of the 
Biahnupur subdivision have long been regarded as amongst the 
most malaiious in the province. This unenviable reputation is 
gradually extending to all the thanas of the subdivision and the same 
applies to tbana Onda. In the whole of ibis area midaria rages year 
after year and unless drastic steps are taken to ameliorate conditions 
there is little hope that succeeding decndes will show anything but a 
eoniintied decrease in the population. It is difficult to understand why 
malaria should be prevalent in the Vishnupur subdivision where the 
csouniiy is open. The west of the district is healthy, and 
the town of Bankura has long been famed as a health 
letori ,Hefe the undulating country and the laterite soil 
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uFord good drainAge, but in the east the soil is alluvial and the country 
becomes easily water-logged in the rains» and this perhaps accounts 
to some extent for the unhealthiness of the area. 

'^It is true that the people have not yet learnt the elements of 

sanitation or of decent living. The village sites in the Vishnupur 

subdivision are usually thick with tropical jungle and undergrowth; 
the houses are closely packed together and ace for the most part 
wretched hovels. The only source of ventilation is the door and even 
this remains closed during the night. Each house possesses its own 
little evil-smelling doha or tank, excavated to make the foundations 
when the house was built, and ea('h household cherishes its own manure 
heap within the compound. A more unpleasant state of living can 
hardly l)e imagined, and it is of the first importance that the people 

should he taught to pay some attention to sanitation and to hygiene. 

Besides all this most of the villages have to dei)end on a dirty stagnant 
tank to provide drinking water, and it is only those who live close to 
the rivers who are able to obtain good water for d!rinkmg. It is, 
therefore, perhaps hardly to Ire wondered at that malaria stalks 
unchecked through the country. 

“In the Sadar subdivision signs are not wanting that it is no longer 
the health resort of fonner days. 

“The people themselves afford a good indication of the diffei*euce 
between the two areas. In the Vishnupur subdivision the people 
are miserable, emaciated, stunted and suffering fixmi swollen spleen 
and physically incapable of d(»ing a good work. In the west they are 
on the whole strong and hardy.” 

Sir, this description is from the pen of an Englishman, an I.C.S. 
officer, who visited ever>' village in the district many times oviMr and 
I hojie that shall not be termed as exaggeration of a repre- 
sentative of the pwple. 

The agricultural condition of the district may be well conjectured 
from the fact tlial it has been described ns’a “famine district.” Tears 
of famine or scarcity are of regular recurrence here. Famines ravaged 
the district in 1866,’ 1884, 1897, 1907, 1916, 1918. From 1918 to 1929 
there were three or four years of scarcity in parts of the district. The 
causes of such frequent famines and scarcities are not far to seek. 
Though the country is mainly agricultural, 19 per cent, of the people 
entirely depending on the soil, which is ptair and wanting in the power 
of retaining water, no irrigation scheme has, since the beginning of 
British adminiatmtion, been adopted by the Oovemment to improve 
the situation. Our forefathers took to the baiwf or tank system for 
irrigation. They consftucted innumerable reservoirs for depositing the 
surplus rain water for irrigation and they proved veiy beneficial in the 
beginning; but as they have in course of time b^n silted up the 
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To^Une oi wfttar ikej eontain al present ia quite inedeqiuite lor 
ffilgelioii. It U muok to be regretted that nothing has been done to get 
ih# tnnhs re-excavated. The only irrigation canal in the subdivision 
is the Subhankari daura; it is about 20 miles long and was constructed 
by Sn bhaak a r Ray* the great Bengali mathematician and the Dewan 
or Minister of the Vishnu]>ur rajas about two centuries ago. It bas 
brought under cultivation about 75 square miles of highland. It would 
have long been obliterated bad not Messrs. Mainsty* B. De and Cook, 
all Collectors of the district, taken steprf to get some rejiairs done to 
it with funds collected from subscriptions and with famine funds. As 
the Subhankari doimi is the only irrigation canal in the suhilivisioii 
serving the useful purpose of irrigating so vast an ureo and as it Ss 
connected with the name of Suhhuiikur Ray whose mathematical 
formulas are still in daily use in every household and every potirari 
in Bengal, it should have long been token up by (loverument for 
repairs ond maintenance. It is much to 1 h» regretted that it has not 
been done. I would venture to suggest that some ]vrovision should 
be made in the present budget for it.s repairs this year and it be ttiken 
up for future maintenance. 

As regards roads in tliis suMivision, specially in the easternmost 
thanas, they are almost non-existent, except hhoffart or traces of roads 
existing during the Hindu rulers. These hhof/an serve as footpaths 
or cart trucks during the dry season, but during the rains it is 
practically imisissible to reach these villages im bullock carts, bicycles 
or horses; wuding through knee-deep mud is the only proc-ess then 
by which these villages can l>e reached. I know of cases when anxious 
parents could not for their dying sons and daughters secure the services 
of a medical practitioner residing at a distuni'e of three miles, even by 
offering four times his regular fees. Mr. F. W. Robertson, in his 
Settlement Re}K)rt, has remarked; the Vishnupur sulMlivisiou the 
soil is clayey and sandy and after a heavy fall of ruin the kulcha 
roads become impassable for bullock carts, the help of coolies being 
necessary to enable them to progress at ell." He further remarks: 
**lt is clear that in times past the east of the district, which is really 
the most important part, has not received its fair share of attention or 
inspection from Government officials, nor, without better facilities for 
touring, can it expect to receive its fair share of attention in the 
fnture." 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit ond resumed his 
Mat.) 

3-45 p.m. 

Mr. ilMY mAMD SINGH NOYt Mr. President, Sir, the speech 
with which the Hon'ble the Finance Member has introduced the bndgei^ 
n copy of which speech h«s been circulated to all of us, is I think the 
beet commentary on the budget itself— 'the budget which lacks iu 
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interentiiig features on which I would like to speak at l^igth. The 
same old story of financial stringency followed by heayy deficits, and 
drawing upon the fastiy depleting closing balance, and parsimoniousness 
even to items of expenditure which brook no delay reappear in the 
next year’s budget as in the past. I must say that Government Lave 
done their beat to distribute the dole fairly and squarely to all the 
departments, and I congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Member for 
the even-handed way in which he has done so. 

The first item of expenditure in the budget is Land Revenue. I 
find that almost the same amount has been provided for survey and 
settlement operations under this head of expenditure as in the current 
year’s budget. I have never hesitated to raise my voice against this 
item of expenditure since 1921, because I have failed to appreciate 
its benefit. It has set tenants against tenants, landlords against land- 
lords, and neighbours against neighbours. This is the only result 
of the survey and settlement operations. People incapable of deciding 
the question of title in lands are entrusted with this work. I am 
sorry to find that the presence of Indian members of the Executive 
Council at the helm of affairs for the last few yeai-n has not brought 
about any change in the policy of 8ur\^ey and settlement operations of 
Government. Perhaps they are only obliged to lend their names to a 
jK>licy enumiated by the most theoretical and un*jym pathetic adminis- 
trators, and the result is inevitable. 

The next item of expenditure is Irrigation. My friend Rai Dr. 
Hnridhan Dntt Bnluidur has s|M>ken about the bndges on the 
Cinmlar Canal and Tolly’s Nala. It is a matter of sincere satisfaction 
that Government, the Calcutta Improvement Trust, and the Calcutta 
Corporation, have at last arrived at a solution of this question and 
agreed to make their proportionate contributions to the construction 
of the bridges. They will improve the amenities of Calcutta and Kelp 
the expansion of the city. One of the only two items of original 
work under that head Irrigation, is the Dnmodar Canal; on behalf of 
the people of Burdwan I must thank Government for this scheme. 
When completed il will \w of immense benefit to my constituency. 
(Question). Of course, I am not an irrigation expert and I do not 
venture to question the wisdom of this scheme, but as a layman 1 can 
only say that this scheme will irrigate thousands of acres in Bnrdwan, 
and I request the Government to expedite its completion. 

As regards the ravages of flood on the western side of the Damodar 
river, I think the piost effective remedy is the silt clearing acbemee. 
The Muchihana w^lieme is now complete, and the Government have 
not undertaken any other Vhenie. These schemes are very useful, and 
if the Muchihana scheme proves useful, I hope that the Government 
will undertake several such schemes in the near future. 
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fiinUBg to the head General Adminiairatson I dsd that the 
eifpenyditore has increased by Rs. 64,000 on account of the appoint* 
meni of the third Minister. Of course, it is the prerogatite of the 
Governor to appoint Ministers and I think 1 have no right to question 
it here; but if Bengal could manage with two Ministers for the last 
six years, I should like to know on what principle the third Minister 
was appointed. In this connection I should like to make it clear on 
behalf of the members of the People’s party that we do not want to 
give any communal interpretation to the appointment of the third 
Minister. Any attack on the Ministers on communal grounds will 
have no support from this side of the House. If the Ministers are' 
capable, they will have our support, and we shall not support or oppose 
a Minister merely because he is a Hindu or a Muhammadan. 

The provision for law charges is almost the same as in the current 
year. In this connection, however, I would like to say a few words. 
This is the second chance which the non«Swarajists have got to work 
the constitution and co-operate with the Government and I would 
request the reserved side of the Government to give us and the 
Ministers every facility to do so. Of late we find that the Govern- 
ment are indulging in unnecessary prosecutions. The Government 
which are inclined to tolerate the declaration of independence, the 
Go\eniment which are prepared to put up with public demonstrations, 
condemning them, are prosecuting people for speeches delivered at 
street (‘orners. The reserved side of the Government cannot b«r 
touched under the present constitution, but the Hon’hle Ministers will 
have to pay for the sin of their colleagues. Therefore on behalf of the’ 
co-operating section of this House I would ask the Government that 
they should not do anything which would put the members of the 
co»operating section of this House and the Ministers in an embarrassing 
position. . 

The next item of expenditure is Police. Of course, the expend!^ 
ture here is increasing as was pointed out by my friend Mr, B. T. 
(,’hatterjee and I think he said the last word on the subjec’t. I do not 
grudge the expenditure provided the efficiency is also increased witb 
increased expenditure. I, however, find that the figures for crime arr 
also gradually increasing. I quote here from the Administratioii 
Report of the Calcutta Police;— ’The figures of increase are 46 per 
cent, in the case of burglary and over 60 per cent, in the case of theft/' 
So also is the case with the Bengal Police: the position is no betterr 
Tbe number of cases of ibeft is 15,699; and as compared witb the 
fignre of 1927, burglary shows an increase by 219, dacoity also sbowa 
an increase by 802. ‘ So, admittedly Sir, tbe efficiency of tbe Policw 
Department bas not increased with the increaee in expenditure. 

The next head of expenditure is Medical. I would draw tbe at^ 
tuition of the Hon’ble Minister and would request him to make motw 
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Dberal contribaiion to tbe leper hospital at Baniguiige. Eev. Mr. Boss 
ia doing very good work there. It ia really a work of great self- 
aacrilce, and 1 would expect the Hon’ble Minister to pay him more 
liberally to enable him to carry on the work. 

As to the grant to rural dispensaries, it is only Bs. 80,000. It is a 
paltry sum and should be increased. The other day the Uon’bie 
Minister in reply to a question of mine gave me some figures about 
the death-rate in Bengal from malaria and he knows best how appalling 
they are. I have g*)t the figures here, but I am not going to tiouble 
the House by quoting them. I also request the Hon’ble Minister to 
make a more lil^eial contribution to the Carmichael Medical College. 
The grant was Rs. 20,000 last year, and the same figure appears in the 
next year’s budget. Of course, it is not necessary for me to give a 
certificate to the Carmichael Medical College. The Hon’ble Minister 
paid an official visit to the college the other day and I hope he is 
satisfied with the nature of work that is carried on there, and I th'nk 
he would admit that the College has every right to demand more 
money from the Government. 

4 p.m. 

Turning now to the Department of Agriculture, I find that only 
Bs. 13,000 has l>een provided for the improvement of cattle. I'his 
sum is ridiculously low. Most of the funds provided for under this 
liead is consumed by salaries and no sufficient provision is made for 
research and experimental work. What we really require are 
.experimental farms in every thana if not in every union and [ h(»p6 
^he Hon’ble Minister in charge will try to provide at least every thana 
with an experimental farm. 

The last item to which I would like to draw attention is tht purchase 
of premises Nos. 5 and 0, Government Place at a cost of Bs. 3 lakhs. 
Sir, I do not think this item of expenditure can be justified under the 
present financial condition of Bengal. 

Mr. DIPUTY PRBtlDiirr (Mr. Raiaur RMmiiii KIhhi)! 

Mr. President, Sir, T had no desire to participate In the general dit- 
oussion of the budget to-day especially when I find that the present 
4ieoua8k>n is of a general nature and is a relic of the time when 
tmn’ble members of the Council had no voice in the framing of the 
t^udget and also in the voting of grants. My only apology for parti* 
«ipating in the discussion tc^y is that I feel that this budget has 
heen presented at '.an opportune moment to raise the question of a 
lew readjustments of the financial condition of the province. Sir, the 
Bimon Commission is soon gmng to publish its report, and it beimves 
m to consider fully the question of financial readjustment now. From 
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iaoeption of tlie presant system of OoTornment— I meaii eiuot 
the Heston award — ^we hare been smartingr Utader a irreai injury. W# 
have haen, from the very first Council under the Reforms, faced with a 
deficit budget every year and we had to paHs certain taxation Bills, and 
from that time our (Government — we must give credit to the Hon*ble 
Member who is in charge of finances of the province --have always 
been alert and have always taken all opportunities to represent our 
case to the (Government of India. Representations have been sent to 
the (Government on many occasions to get something out of them for 
expenditure on natiou-huihling departnientN ; but the result has always 
been sadly disappointing. And all that we have got out of these 
representations is only the remission of the contribution of Rs. 63 
lakhs used to he made by the Government of Bengal to the Govern* 
mont of India. Now, Sir, when the final adjustment of our financial 
relation takes place it is necessary that we should arm our representa- 
tives — the members of the Treasury benches — with all the powers so 
that they may negotiate for better terms in future. Sir, it is very 
iuHiuitoiiM — iiay it is rather criniiiial — that a jmivince which raises 
per capita more revenue for the Government should be left without 
adequate resources to carry on the necessary development in the 
nation-huilding depaiiineiits of the province. K\er>' day we want 
money for education — we want mmiey for agricultural reconstruction 
— we want money for co-operative movement. For a time (Government 
says — and says rightly — that there is no money and you should cany 
on 08 best as you can with the resoun es available. Sir, I personally 
believe that in any future readjustment of finoncial relation — I mean 
when the question of financial adjustment of the country comes in — 
the proviiK'ial Goveninients should he made res^gmsible for raising all 
funds in the jiniviin*# and they should moke a contrilmtion of certain 
percentage to the Central Government to carry on their work. The 
percentages <»f these contributions will he different and they will have 
to he fixed ai'cordlng to the taxable cai»ocity of each prfjvince as well 
as to the nec^essity of money for the financial reconstruction of the 
province. But I think that the ultimate power of raising the funds 
should be in the hands of the provincial (Government. 

Then there is another point on which I would like to lay soma 
•trass and that is thera is no need using any denunciatory language 
towards tha budget that has been presented. Under tbe present cir- 
aamatanoes tbe budget could not have bean anything better, and I 
think tbe Hon’ble Finance Member has done the best that he could 
the present system. What wa find is that (Government up to 
BOW have not been able to adjust thamaalves to the present iituatiott. 
I mean wtiatever (Government might have done in the paet after the 
•edema deelnimtson of the Parliament in 1919, to gnat rsepomible 
O otye m ttwmt in thia country, it is now necessary that we mnet reeliee 
fte impKratioB of that declaration. Sir, whether lor goad or bad^ 
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wf are committed to a policy of a democratic form of a rapreseata^'f* 
•ystem of OoTemment. There are many of ns who wonld say that 
that system is not best suited for this country. Well, let them say 
what they like ; but we must look facts squarely in the face, and shape 
our future policy in relation to them. The implication of that systmn 
of Government means that there should be an introduction, as soon as 
possible, of adult franchise in the country. Adult franchise means, 
there must be compulsory education and along with compulsory eduea* 
tion there must be all kinds of physical training with a view to con* 
scription in time to coiqe. But our rulerM have n(?t yet been equal to 
the task in this respect. They have not realised the implication of 
those things and, therefore, what is at present necessary is that there 
must be a full change in the angle of vision. There should be a 
radical structural change in the system of budgeting if we vant to 
carry on. Well, Sir, whenever we come for money it is thrown to 
our face; “If you want expansion pay us more money.” Sir, we 
are ready to pay more money. It is also said that other countries pay 
per capita more taxes than we do here. Probably it is true; but the 
burden of taxation in relation to income in those countries is much 
lighter than it is here. Therefore, if we want to improve our financial 
condition what is necessary is extensive education and intensive 
econoraio reconstruction, without which we will not be in a position to 
raise more funds to carry on. Sir, in this connection I must con- 
gratulate Mr. Chatterjee for all that be has said about the alarming 
rise in police expenditure and expenditure on general administration. 
Sir, I yield to none in my determination to see law and order main- 
tained in the country. But Sir, everything has its price — ^law and 
order has its price also, and we are not prepared to pay more than is 
necessary. We want peace and order and all other necessary things 
in order that the people of this country might fit themselves better to 
take a prominent part in the battle of life and raise their country to a 
position which is legitimately her due. But if you put too much 
burden it will kill us outright. What is necessary now is, as has 
been suggested by Mr. Chatterjee, we should raise a capital loan for 
a full reconstructicsi of the economic condition of our countrymen. 
W© want extensive co-operative organisation. If the people of this 
country are to carry on and raise themselves to be equal to the people 
of other countries, it is necessary that the poorer workmen, industrial 
as well as agricultural, should get easy credit so that they might be 
able to keep their income to themselves. Speaking about mufassal — 
there are places where an agricultural labourer has to pay cent, per 
cent, and sometimai even 150 per cent, as interest. If one has to pay 
that amount of interest, you caimot expect him to be in a flourishing 
condition. We want tl&t the co-operative movement should spread. 
At present the condition of the department is very very unsatisfactoiy. 
We want capable men at the helm of affairs so that they may direct 
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llie !aoveiiieiit in tlie right direction. In this connection great reason* 
aibiily reats on the Eegiatrar of Co-operative Societies. He must he 
a man of Erst class brains. 1 believe the co-operative banking system 
ahonld go out of the hands of the Secretariat. I think my friends of 
Clive Street will be surprised to learn that a bank dealing with a big 
amount of lls. 7 crores is run by a Ilegistrar who sjamds more than 
half of his time in the niufasnal and there is a manager who takes 
orders from the Registrar, ('an there he any improvement under such 
a system? 

Sir, as regards agricult urul reconstruction what we find in this 
country is that whenever we |>ro{K)se am-thiug Government appoints 
committees which go on merrily in N{>ecial trains and have lunches and 
dinners and then write re[>ort8 which are sometimes disapptunting or 
illuminating. But the result is that Government take these rejnirts 
into consideration and take years to decide on the lines of action and 
by the time they decide on certain lines of action the reports liecome 
old and useless. What we want is that the present Hon* hie Minister 
for Agriculture should launch an intensive scheme for the amelioration 
of the agricultural population of the country. 

Another point, Sir, and I have done. If any country is to rise in 
this world it has to be greatly industrial. There must be a great deal 
of industrial development in this country. Agriculture takt?H ono-tbird 
of the time of the agriculturists and they should utilise the other two- 
thirds in industrial pursuits. In this connection I would make one 
obser\'ation and it is this: there are a large number of industrial 
enterprises in this countiy* which are dying out for want of patronage 
from Government. There are many industries hero; but the pity is 
that when any Government order goes, it goes out of the country and 
even if it goes to the country it goes out of the province. My sugges- 
tion is that in cases where industrial products are available in the 
province and where industrial concerns ore run by men of this province, 
preference should be given to them in all Government purchases. 
With these words 1 resume my seat. 

Mr. iARAT KUMAR ROYS Mr. President, Sir, enough has been 
said by my friends who spoke before me of the inability of the Gov- 
ernment to find money for nation-building transferred subjects, while 
on the other band there is no lack for it if it be necessary lor its pet 
ones. No particular purpose will be served by decrying the Govern- 
ment that way. My object of standing to speak is to show that even 
if the Government be partly suj^ed with fun^ from outside it re- 
fuses to accept that ou the same ^ea that it siT still unable to meet the 
reridual expenses from its till* F mean the case in which Kumar 
Basanta Kumar Boy of Digbapatiya, has left a legacy of the face 
value of two lakhs and fifty thousand rupees in Government Promissory 
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aotesi to attach agiicuitural dataea to Bajahahi QoQago lor Ao 
benefit ol the people of Bengal. In theae d&jB when agiiciiltuie i» 
being landed ao much and is being considered as the panacea for all 
ills of India, even in the highest circles, and when unemployment and 
consequent unrest among the bhadralog classes are engaging so much 
attention, both of the Government and of the public, this handsome 
offer ought to have been thought as a boon by the Oovemment. But 
instead, the Government began to see bogey in this legacy! 

4-16 p.m. 

Sir Trovash Chunder Mitter when he was the Minister of Education, 
for this legacy has been made available so long ago, was for accepting 
the money but difficulties arose, and Sir Provash in spite of his earnest 
desire to accept the endowment, was unable to do so. Since thra 
interest has accumulated and the trustees of late Kumar Basanta 
Kumar Itoy of Dighapatiya have added a further sum of the face value 
of one lakh of rupees in Government Promissory notes so that the total 
is now rupees four lakhs. But, Sir, I regret to say, the Government 
is still unable to see its way to accept the foundation on the plea that 
there is no money to be found to meet the residual expenses. Sir, the 
Government has however found money as I find in the present budget 
to start botanic classes for the I. Sc. students in the Rajshahi College, 
and for which step we |)eople of Rajshahi are verj’ grateful, but no 
promise is held out that agricultural classes will be the ultimate goal. 
So Kumar Basanta Kumar Roy foundation still goes abegging. The 
trustees and the people of Rajshahi waited on successive Ministers of 
Education and the Directors of Public Instruction and even on Hie 
Excellency hut still the prospect of agricultural class for Rajshahi 
College seems to be as far off as ever. 

In this connection it may not be out of place to mention that though 
Rajshahi College has been given the botanic classes, side by side it 
has been proposed to raise fees of the science classes as 1 find in the 
present budget* Only a short time before the fees have been raised 
in spite of loud protests of the Rajshahi i)eople against the measure 
and the people of Rajshahi had good reasons in support as my venerable 
friend on my right, 1 mean Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri,^ ih» 
G. 0. M. of Rajshahi, has already pointed out. And now, Sir, again 
it is proposed to further raise the fees ! There would have been per* 
baps some justification, Sir, on the part of the Government in the pro* 
posal of raising fees of the science dassas if instead of startiiig thja 
botanic classes, t)ie Government had at once started the agricultural 
classes, by accepting the Kumar Basanta Kumar Roy foundation el 
four lakhs of rupees, as the Government was unable to meet the recur- 
ring charges. I appeal to the House to consider these cases when 
considering the budget. 
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Ml V» RIISHFOilTHs Mr. Pmidenti Sir, it (lefiiis to ne tii«i^ 
far loo much discuaucfc) on the budget hae been devoted to critiotMn 
of the ordinary revenue and expenditure heada. For that reaaon 1 
have heard with much pleaaure one or two speakers this afternoon who^ 
emphasised the importance of considertngt more carefully the loans 
porticm of the budget. It seems to me that this is the portion of the 
budget which the House and the Finance Department will agree with 
me is for the benefit of Bengal generally. We know, Sir, that our 
revenue is definitely limited. We cannot help that. It is due to the 
Heston settlement. I was disappointed with the remark in the budget 
that having waited patiently for 10 years we must wait for another 
year fn the hope that something may be done. 1 do not think that 
anything more can be done now with the revenue }>art of the budget. 
I can only congratulate the Hon’blo Finance Membt»r that he haa 
managed to cairj’ on without imposing further taxes. 

As regards the loans portion of the budget I quite agree with the 
speakers who have stated that it is absolutely necessary for the econo^ 
mic reconstruction of Bengal that we should consider raising a large 
loan. The only point on which F wish to differ is that the loan must 
he definitely for productive purposes. I see in the budget that 
Rs. 50,00,000 have been l)orrowe(l from the Government of India of 
which about Rs. 12, (K), 000 is for the Council Chamber and Rs. 16,00,000 
for the Bally Bridge. What I would suggest is that that amount 
should be increased ve?y" considerably for the purpose of building 
other bridges and for spending on other productive works. The 
Finance Department have no dotild had {dared before them various 
schemes for road development in Bengal and for the <levelo{mient of 
communications generally. 1 think that it is on these lines that we 
should en<*ourngt» them to embark of a [Xilicy of capital ex|>enditure. 

There is another reason why 1 think capital expenditure is the 
most appropriate one for (x>nsi derat ion. We are passing through a 
period cd very serious trade depression. Calcutta suffering with 
Bengal, Bengal is suffering with the whole of India and India with 
the rest of the world. I think. Sir, it is up to the Beug4 Govern- 
ment to endeavour to mitigate the defwessions to some extent and 
I think they can do this in Calcutta and in Bengal by a forward policy 
of capital exjienditure. For that reason, I think, we should concen- 
trate immediately on the ppssibility of raising a large loan for road 
development and for the development of other productive works. I 
know that the questios of provincial loans is very clos^y aUied with 
that of the loan policy of the Oovemment of India and that is another 
pmnt on which, I think, the Ooverainent of Bengal might have seane- 
thing to say now. We know that during the last Urn months the 
Oovemment of India have borrowed money, no doubt in acoordancw 
with a deinile policy of controIHag wMoeimry conditions in the country^ 
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But the fact that they have been able to borrow ofores of rupees for 
unproductive purposes seems to me to be of some encouragement to 
Bengra^ should they try to raise a largre loan for productive purposes. 
For that reason I suggest that Bengal might go into the market for 
a large loan for definitely productive works. We know that there 
should be a small income in the coming year's budget from the new 
road fund which might be capitalised and would be a beginning to 
work on. I think we should take some risk and increase very largely 
our capital expenditure during the current year because that is the 
only side of Bengal finance in which we can do anything on progressive 
lines and also because 1 think it must help^ in many ways, to alleviate 
the present trade depression throughout Bengal. It would certainly 
be a practical and useful step to take. 

(At 4-20 p.m., the Council was adjourned, for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-f$() p.m.) 


Mft Ht 8« 8UHRAWARDY; Mr. President, Sir, the presence of 
tnajiy of the Hon’ble MemWrs of the Executive Council and the 
Ministers leads one to hope that budget speeches may receive some 
attention; although as a matter of fact these speeches of ours, other 
4han being of use to us at the time of the elections, seem to 
serve no useful purpose, for Government with its schemes goes its 
Dwn way and we with our ho{)es go another. I shall, therefore, 
refrain from indulging in political platitudes with regard to educa- 
tion, sanitation, malaria, water-hyacinth, police and such well-worn 
subjects. I will even forego the temptation of having a dissertation 
on the iniquities of the Meston award, for I share in the hope of the 
Hon'ble Member that there is some justice somewhere which will some 
day come by its own and mdify a settlement so disastrous to Bengal. 
The persistence of the Bengal Government and of ours, must have its 
effect, although we have to contend against the injustioe and the 
selfishness ol other provinces and the rapacity of the Government ol 
India. 1 think that Bengal's plaint has after all reached the right 
ears and touched the right chord in the heart of right-minded men and 
even the Government of India is prepared to speak in our favour. 
Some two or three years back when I happened to be in Simla, a^ 
Hon'ble Member of the Government of India spoke in very eulogistic 
terms of a most able speech delivered by Mr. Swan in the Council of 
State on behalf of Bengal in regard to the award; and he said that in 
his opinion no representative of the people, elected or popular as he 
oalla himsell, oould have made a more vigorous defence lor Bengal 
than Mr. Swau did. I am sure that that speech has had an abiding 
effect and further the keen intellect of Sir John Simon and the acumsa 
of Mr. Leyton must have disoemed the extreme poverty and misery ol 
our exchequer. Nevertheless I should be glad if a quasi-official wert 
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to oompile for our future gruidance aud possible futuie wars all avail- 
able information with regard to the budget of the various proviaees 
and of the Government of India, not merely aith u view to sourtes of 
revenue, not merely to consider the possibility of an expanding in- 
come, but to show how Bengal has to stint itself in its netessities, 
when other provinces wallow in a financial surplus. On the question 
of raising a loan, did I hear a member representing the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce advocating it!* I wonder if he would subscrilie 
to it himself. 1 wonder if he would advance me money if he knew 
that ray expenditure was greater than my income, although the funds 
supplied by him might serve to increase my earning caiwcity. The 
question of a loan for pi*oduction pur|M>.stM was raised by no less a 
fierson than DeNhUmdhu Cbitturaiijan Das and was turned down by 
(foveninient as thfoe was no prosjiect of |>uying it off from revenue or 
anticip^ited savings. Where there is no surplus, you cannot set u|Mirt 
funds for interest and sinking fund. At this stugt* of our disi ussion 
I sh»»uld like to touch iijam one or two matters in hojMM that the 
presence of the Hon'ble Finance Memlier and the Hon’ble Minister lor 
Local Seff-Goveruiueut implies an interest in ouil pnatH'diligs. 1 
wish to take this opjKirtunity of thanking the Ilon^hle Member for 
Irrigation for the assumm'e he gave me that he has more than notice<i 
the presence of Sir William Wilcocks in our midst and that he will 
be glad to avail himself of his wide knowle<lge, experience, enthusiasm, 
energ\' and genius. It is not necessary for me to explain to the 
Council at this stage that the overflow system of irrigation is the 
hasi.s of Sir William Wilcocks’ irrigation jwlicy. I need only |M)int 
out that his schemes are heartily approved and endorsed by the jieople 
of Bengal, by those who have suffered from the apathy, the negli- 
gence and ignorance of the Irrigation Dtqwirtiuent. The Itnphazard 
schemes of that department which defiend to a large extent on higher 
aud higher embankments, on sluices that are never opemni, on the 
sale of water, on the drying up of canals and river, and on the con- 
struction of new canals at eiiormmiH cost on the principle of perennial 
irrigation, and on the construi’tion of canals ai-ross the naturnl drainage 
lines of the country stand self-r<indemned from the evils that they 
have wrought. I revert to this in passing liecunse I think that the 
Irrigation I)ep{irtmeiit has Wii endeavouring to ilraw a rtnl herring 
across the trail when considering the scheme of Sir William Wileoeks, 
and has deliberately attempted to lielittl© it and cdussify it as a totally 
impracticable scheme. It is not necessary for me to speak of the in- 
discretions of the Irrigation Department, although a recounting of 
them will form a very interesting book: it is enough for me to say 
that had the Chief Engineer bad his way with the Hon*hle Member, 
and I congratulate the Hon'ble Member in not failing to exercise the 
energy, the independence and the coramonaenae for which he ia held in 
eataem; had the Chief Engineer had bia way, Serajganj and Koakhali 
were doomed, and this part of Bengal would hare been converted by 
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the Grand Trunk Canal isio, a wamp. I ravart to it for one reason 
more, the Irrigation Department is a department to which little atten> 
tion has l)een paid hitherto for fear of persons dabUing in technical 
details, yet it is the department which is the most important for us, 
in which as a matter of fact all the available resources of Bengal ought 
to be thrown, for with it is entangled the life and death of the people. 
•Now Mr. Addams-Williams has producer! many minutes, has written 
several reports but has never hml either the condescon.sion, or, more 
likely, the contidenoo to make these minutes public. On 8ir William 
Wilcocks’ scheme, Mr. AddamH-Williams has produced a confidential 
report, and it is necessar\' that we should see and examine it, and once 
and for all this disastrous tug-of-war between the tw^o schools of thought 
settled. I, therefore, request the Hon’ble Member to place on the 
table the documents of the Irrigation Depjirtment marked “Confiden- 
tial” which are of such paramount importance to our destinies. I 
will also request the Hon'ble Member to consider seriously whether we 
should not take more advantage of Sir William Wilco<*ks’ presence in 
our midst and entrust him with the task if he will be so grocnl for the 
sake of the dying millions of Bengal to accept it, of comprehensively 
writing a report on the iiTigation system of Bengal ptist, present and 
future. No money sjient on this will be money wasted; on the other 
hand it will (H>me back to us a millionfold. 

Now I come to the Department of Industries and Agriculture. This 
is the backbone of our wealth; intensive attention must Ik* psiid to it; 
agricultural education is more necessary even than primary education, 
and we must strive for a combination of the two; cottage industries 
and industries requiring small capital must be encoiiraged, decayed 
and (lying industries must l)e revived; schemes are put up by the in- 
ventive officers of the Industries Department but nothing is done or 
can he done for want of funds. 1 underetand that the Hon'ble 
Minister intends to intn)duce some Bills to run industries on co-opera- 
tive lines. In view of our poverty, even this is welcome and will give 
some relief. 

In the department of lal)our. Government must he more active. 
The Labour Commission has impiessed us most favourably and We are 
anxiously waiting f<»r its re[>ort. In the meantime, and as a first step, 
Government may well attempt to establish co-iq^rative credit and 
supidv so(*ieti€^ in the mills near by. I am sure the Scottish lairds 
of the mills will help; and if they do not. there are some of us pre- 
])ared to offer our co-operation. 

Forest is a grow’ing department or should be one. It is a perfect 
sham© that foiwstry is not practised scientifically here. I would 
humbly offer a sug^stion that research scholarships should be awarded 
for f(»restry and students sent to Europe, preferably to Germany where 
the cultivated forests of the Spessart and of the Schwariwald are the 
wonders ol the world. 
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May I, on behalf of the Calcutta Mualim Orf^anage, with which I 
am closely connected, thank Government most profusely for its grant 
to the Orphanage!^ Il was promised years ago after the disaster a*hich 
overwhelmed it; the promise has borne fruit this year. As expe<‘ted, 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt has struck a note that thei*e are Hindu institu- 
tions also in need of funds. We do not deny it, but we hope for 
their sake that they will not qualify theniselves for this grunt by the 
collapses of their buildings and the death of their inmates. I hope 
for the sake of the community of Dr. Haridhan Dutt that his will 
never fall to the level of ours and stand in such dire netnl of htdp. 
The Orphanage is greatly in need of funds. 1 ho|X' in course of time, 
it will be a great institution, and that Goveniment will continue to 
assist it with its advice and its ]>atronage. 

I now desire to call the particular attention of (loverninent to the 
distress in Brahinanbaria. The condition there is well known to the 
Hon'hle Minister for Tndustrie^. The relief grunted is negligible, and 
I would nHjuest Government to consider the early feasibility of opening 
relief works before it is too late. 


Ifefore I finish may I. in more than formal terms, congratiiflate the 
Hon’hle Memlier lui producing n readable budget s|»ee<'h. We realise 
that in his expt»nditure he is limited by his means, we wish we could 
have got more, hut at the same time we desire to assure him that the 
esteem in which the Council has alw'ays held him incfreases with the 
passing of years. We wish l>oth him and ourselves a more hopeful 
future. 


Rgl Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: May I rise on a point pf 
personal explanation, Sir? When I made my remarks about the demand 
for the Muhammadan Orphanage nothing w^as further fwm my mind 
than any thought about communalism and iny friend Mr. Suhrawardy 
who is always full of communalistic sentiments has naturally read H 
^lsf> in my si)ee<*h. 


TIm Hon’bie Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 congratu- 
late the hon'ble members of this ('’ouncil who have taken part in the 
general disi'ussion on the budget. Sir, the debate has been ver>' 
interesting and of a varied character. We had speeches from the 
idealists and the dreamers with their fantastic schemes. We had also 
the despondent notes from the fiessimists. 

Sir, there ha%^e been some complaints about the water-supply grants. 
1 wish it were possible to make a bigger demand. But wo have to take 
into account the finanviai condition of the Government as also the 
relative importance of the demands in the other departnumts of the 
Government. Considering iheae points the Government can hardly be 
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blamed for tbe Amaliness of the amount asked for. (Qaestion, 
Quehtion). Sir, we are now spendingr muc h more on water-supply than 
what we had been doing in the past. We have sfiecially provided 
R». 2,50,000 for grants on rural water-supply and about Rs. 2 lakhs on 
urban water-supply. Besides these, we have made a provision in the 
budget fur a loan of Rs. 0,00,000 for rural water-supply on an easy 
rate of interest and we have also earmarked about a lakh of rupees for 
loans to urban areas. It will thus be seen that we have set apart 
about Rs. 12 lakhs specially for water-supply. Besides these we are 
making an augmentation grant of about ten lakhs of nijiees to district 
boards; though we have not specially laid down how much of this is to 
be spent on water-supply it is intended that a large portion of this 
amount should be spent for thi« purpose. 

Sir, a member has made a grievance of an invidious distinction 
having Wen made Wtweeii the urban and rural areas in the matter of 
making grants to them for water-supfdy. It has been said that Gov- 
ernment contribute one-third of the expenses in the case of urban areas 
but lK*ur no such shniv of expenses on projects in rural areas. Sir, this 
is not so. We have arrangements to meet en<'h and every contingency. 
We are, juepared to make Indh capital and loan giants to urban and 
rural areas. Only in case of rural areas sums to W spent on capital 
projects are plac'ed at the disposal of district Wards and district magis- 
trates to whom application should be made. 

Witli regard io water-supply in urban areas as the schemes are com- 
plicated, they have got to be examined by the Sanitary Engineer and 
it is only for exercising proper control over the projects that tbe grant 
is made individually to the municipalities by tbe Government. 

Sir, I appreciate tbe remurka made by another bon’ble memWr that 
under the present system a considerable delay occurs in carrying on 
correspondence Wtwetm the local Wdies and the Government. The 
matter is Wing carefully considered by tbe Goveniment and I hope we 
shall s(H)ii W in # position to remove this grievance. 

Sir, we have also mode considerable piogress in the Public Health 
Department.. Our scheme of providing every tbana in Bengal — some 
60() in numWi' — with a sanitary unit in charge of a spet ially trained 
Sanitary Inspector will W complete this year and for this we have |Mro* 
vided a sum of Rs. 12,00,000. Our efforts to (omhat malaria, kala- 
a*ar, siuoil-pox and cholera have met with very gratifying results and 
n perusal of our Public Health re|>oi1 will, Sam sure, gladden the 
heart of the greatest pessimist among us. Sir, it gives me much pleasui-e 
to announce publicly that we have almost succeeded in bringing the 
kala^xar menace under control and in a few years* time there will be 
no trace of it left in Bengal. Here I ought to correct Mr. P. N. Guha 
who remarked that our allotment towards measures for the prevention of 
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mdftiia wa« merely rupees one lakh, but I say, Kir, it is about Ra. Zi 
iakba. (Mr. P, N, GrHA: A veiy magnificent sum, indeed). 

Sir, I cannot overlook the hardy annual of my sturdy friend, 
Mr. Campbell Forreater. It is n pity that it should remain an annual 
event for ever. I wish my friend could remain, wide awake a little 
longer instead of getting up from his deep sluml)er once a year cm this 
fateful occasion, to lie down again for his year-long sleep the next 
moment, (loverninent alone cannot do much for the lejK^r t'olony at 
Salboni. They re<iuire the help and co-operation of public* spirited and 
energetic men like Mr. t’ampbell Forrester and Dr. Muir to give a 
start to the Institute and keej> it going. <Mr. ,1. rAMpnFJ.i. FottRasTiai : 
But (Government must give the leadK 

There is only one mccre i»oint to which 1 would like to refer before 
I resume my seat. Of all |H*rs(ms it was left to Mr. Hasan Ali of 
Dinajpur to condemn th(» Ministers. In hi> opinion it is a sheer waste 
of money tc» have Ministers in the Oovernmeiit. Sir, the administration, 
in his opinion, would go on cfuite as efficiently even if we hcul no 
Ministers. Mr. Hassan Ali of Dinajpur is evidently a great political 
thinker and must In* a man of gi-eat political knowledge to Ih^ in a 
{Mcsitiori to make such sweeping cchsenations. Does Mr. Ilassan Ali mean 
to say that the administration (»f this great province is to he carried on 
hy an irremovahle executive with this Council as an advisory l^oclyf* 


0 p.m. 

It may suit the limitations of members like Mr. Hussan Ali to sit here 
aa memWrs of a glorified debating club with no responsibilities attm’bed 
to them or to their utteranc-es. But. Sir, I cannot allow these asaer* 
tions, even coming as they do fmn^ memliers like Mr. Hassan Ali of 
Dinajpur, to go unc*halienged. To a man with the most rudimentary 
knowledge of politic’s it must Im* us clear as clay light that' a (’ounc'il c‘on- 
aisting of about KKt elected Indian mc»mbers out of a tc>tal of 140 is a 
^-eally powerful Iwdy, only if it dc»es exendse its power properly. And, 
Sir, that power c^an only Im* effc^ctively exercised through an exec’Utive 
which is removable hy and responsible to the memliers of the Council. 
Sir, w© the Ministers here depend on the members of this f ;Ouncil fcjr 
our ver}' existenc'*e; they are our masters; we carry out their mandate 
or clear out. Sir, we are the weapon.^ tn the hands of the people to 
fight the cause of our motherland; through us. Sir, our motherland wdll 
proclaim to the world that we are tit for self-government. Sir, this i# 
not the occasion to defend the present Ministr>% nor do I desire to say 
anything regarding the veiled onslaught on the Ministers by Mr. Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Hoy, except that if he r^ould tolerate three Ministers in 
1921*2^, he was expected to have given more cogent reasons now for the 
abolition of the third Minister. 
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Mr. BUOY PRASAD tINOH ROY: On a point of order, Sir, 
may I point out by way of personal explanation that I never suggested 
that the third Minister should go? 1 only wanted to know on what 
principle the third Minister was appointed when Bengal could carry on 
well with two. 

The Hofi’hla KUMAR 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: However 
that may be, Sir, I do defend the institution of Ministers. The people 
of Bengal have no right even to dream of independence or demand 
dominion siatus or ask for further reforms if they cannot send 100 such 
members to the Council from whom only 3 cannot be chosen to sit in the 
OoveninieiH and hold their own against the best intellects on the 
reserved side* and vindicate tbe honour of their motherland as capable 
administrators. I refuse to admit that we, the j)eople of Bengal are 
so bankrupt in intellect or capacity. Sir, choose your best men for the 
post and help them and co-operate with them to carry on the people’s 
[banner high in tbe executive side of the (lovemment ; if they fail, give 
them thej order of the boot at once. But, Sir, Mr. Hasan Ali of Dinaj- 
pur has no right to say that the Ministers have no use in the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. 

Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimliattr: 

Mr. President, while appreciating the difficulties the Hon’ble the 
Finance Member had to encounter to balance his budget, I must con- 
fess that his jierfonnance will not satisfy this Council as it has not, 
1 am sure, satisfied him. His tusk reminds one of the saying of the 
Siewartl of Molier’s miser who .said that it is not difficult to provide 
a good dinner with plenty of money, the really good cook is he who 
can set out a Iwnquet w’ith no money at all. Bengal is living on its 
balance and eating up with a rapidity that must cause alarm. 

Ever since the introduction of the Reforms one of the charges 
levelled against Unam has l>eeii that the iranH^erreil de{)artments do 
not get tiieir adequate share from the revenues. That the Finance 
Member is awaie of it is evident from the following remarks made 
by him in his speech intrmlucing the budget: “Government have 
endeavoured, us far us ^lossihle within the resources at their disposal, 
to make a fair distribution thnmghout the various departments of the 
administration.” But in spite of his endeavours in this direc’tion an 
examination of the budget goes to show that to the transferred depart- 
ments have been, allot ted consideiably less than half, in fact about a 
third part of the total, expenditure incurred. We do not know yet 
what changes the recommendations of the Statutory Commission will 
ultimately introduce in the administration; but I hope and trust the 
nation-building departments will have sufficient funds to carry out 
nf imYMirtAni^ and util it v. 



In tliis connection, althoujfh I am thankful to the Hon’We Kninnr 
^ehfor his assurance, I would like to pfunt out that the pnmsioiis for 
rural water-supi^y, medical relief and the improvement of cattle ni-e in- 
idequate. The claims of the Department of Industries demands greater 
dtention. The other day I was reading the i-eptirt of the Director of 
[ndustries, Bihar and Orissa for and I found that the prohlems 

ronfnmting the following cottage industries weit* tackled during the 
(rear and the artisans eng;iged therein received the help of the dejiart- 
ment— (1) Cotton weaving; (2) S<Miculture ; (H) Eri-rearing and 

ipinning; (4) Silking, reeling, twisting and weaving; (5) Wool dyeing 
ind weaving; (6) Dyeing of cotton, wool and silk; (7) t'ulico printing; 
8) Knitting; (10) (’sir|)et and durry manufacture. (10) Tula* and newar 
weaving; (11) Spinning of fibre and rojH* twisting; (12) Toy-mnking; 
;13) Manufacture of simple appliances for cottage industries and art 
urniture. Besides these ex|>criments on some ait crafts such us ivory- 
•arvdng, lum[>-shade manufactuic, fretwt)rk, flowers, {minting on 

vood, etc., have also been initiated. We are aware that without pro|ier 
nurketing facilities no imlustiy can pros|M»i. In their reports the 
nembers of the Industrial Commission remarked: *‘Not a little of the 
ndustriul success of modern Japan is due to the attention that has l>een 
mid not only to the (Hlucation and technical training of cottage 
workers, hut to the hnilding up of business organisations which take 
►ver the products of their industry and dispose of them all over the 
^'orld.^' This sound pronouncement has !n»i lieen lost on the 
lepartment in Bihar and Orissa, and its c'oiiimerial n^jiorts have now 
isstuned the figure of 1 j lakhs worth of goods sold during a year. Its 
igent in l^ondon predicts that, given certain facilities, the sales would 
*asily mount up to jht annum. I would like to see the 

aroe result. s followed from the work of our Department of Industries. 

The sands of the career of this Council are fast running out and 
would not discuss in detail other hc*ads as new conditions are likely 
o prevail next year. But I c.annot close my remarks without express- 
ng my disa(>{X)intment at the (fovernmeiit having neglected the claims 
>t Mursbidabud in the matter of having a medic'nl school. ^ 1 am glad 
he work of construction of the medical schools at Jaljiaiguri, ('hittagoug 
ind Bariaal is proceeding. But though Murshidalmd needs a school 
ind the {leople of the district have Imen ci*>'ing themselves hoarse over 
k, nothing has been done to provide it with a school. I apjieal to the 
lon’ble Minister in charge to help us in the mutter and I hope I do 
ioi appeal in vain. 

Mr. FIIOtANNA DIB RAIKAT: Mr. President, Sir, it has been 
he custom on the part of (he members of this House to take part in 
he general discussion of the budget held every year at the time of the 
ifesentation of the budget by the Hon’ We Member in charge. In 
bedienoe to that custom I rise to-day to speak something about the 
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budget estimates of the coming year and pass certain general remarks 
over Home of its most important features though I fully know that 
they will be turned to deaf ears and will be of no avail to the 
authorities concerned. 

Firstly, it appears to me that the budget estimate for the year 
1980-31, shows no improvement and is in no way better than those of 
the previous years. It also does not reveal any change of financial 
policy on the iwrt of the Government. Oni the other hand it seems 
to me that the Govemment is treading the same old extravagant path 
which led them to many financial difficulties and on to the verge of 
bankruptcy as in former years. But the Government it api)ears refuse 
to learn by past years^ expeiience and intend to stick to their old ways 
in spite of repeated public protest here or outside this Hou!??. The 
people of this province were given large pi*onuMeH and they were given 
to understand that there would In* milleniiim and prosperity and 
affluence everywhere as soon as the ])resent Refoms would be intro- 
duced. But what has been the experience of the i)eople for the last 
ten years y I think they are not a l>it better oft' than what they were 
Wfore the Kefonns. The Reforms do not seem to have brought any 
benefit. But on the contrary they have been burdened with fi’esh 
taxation. 

Secondly, from a cursory glance at the estimates made for the year 
193(1-31, it appears that the present budget is a deficit budget and is 
disupiH)inting. The expenditure seems to exceetl the receijits though 
by clever manipulation of figtires, the closing balance has been shown 
1o l)e Rs. 1,17,(M),(MK1. This has l>een arrived at by showing mere 
transference of money from this fund to that. Really s{x^aking actual 
receipts of the coming year have been shown to full short of all out- 
goings and disbursements. Even this seems to have been admitted by 
the Hon’ble Member himself. Now my question is. Sir, can’t this 
state of things l>e avoided? To my mind it seems that the Govern- 
ment by honest economy and by a little I'hange of policy can bring 
back the finanrial |iosition of the province on a sound basis. Tict them 
cut their top-heavy ex|>enses for maintaining unnecessary* departments. 
I think the Govemment will he able to avoid this deficit in their 
budget. The whole budget estimate for the coming year has been a 
disappointing affair and unless the fundamental policy of the Govern- 
ment and their angle of vision is changed, mere patch-work here and 
there will not cure the original evils. 

These me sqn^e of the general remarks which at once strike a casual 
reader of this year’s budget. But if we examine certain particular 
instances, it wiR appear how unjustly the pressing demands of the 
province have been met. 

Take for instance agriculture. Out of Rs. 18} ororee of ;totaI 
rsfvenue, only Rs. 27 lakhs have been provided for agrieoliare. But 
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the major portion of this amount also has Wn set apart far 
the salaries and maintenance of the ofHce of big oflicers of this depart- 
ment. Very little has been provided for real improvement of agricul- 
ture though Bengal is mainly an agricultund t tmiitry. 

Then, as regards public health and industripH, the nmtmnts pri»- 
vided are mere droj>s in the vast c»cean and are pxjH»cted to cover only 
a fraction of the whole pi>inilation. It is a piil{mble fact that the 
people of this province aiv very iMK»r and on account of their |s>verty 
they are unable to combat the evils of epidemics that break out every 
year in virulent form and take away thousands of lives of these |>eo|>le 
and ultimately they l)ecnme a prey to these epidcmi<'s without any help. 
But what of that, the Government won't pay any heed to this 
lamentable state of things. They are busy in iwoviding sufficient 
funds to other unnecessary heads. 

The same remarks may be iwssed with regard to provisions iinide for 
primaiT educuition. This subject has also Ikmmi neglected in the coming 
year’s budget though tinjcs withcjut number it has been presstnl again 
and again that mass education is the main and essential foundation of 
a nation's life. There cannot lie any uplift of any fjeople without 
general mass education. 

Instances of this kind of insufficient provisions for most of the 
nation-building departments in the present budget are many and 
various and may he fKiinted out. But 1 now desist from going into 
details as these will he dealt with fully in due time. My cmly grievance 
IS that the Government is following a misguided policy and is heating 
aliout the hush instead of striking at the root of the things. 

With these few remarks I resume my seat to make room for other 
worthy memWrs who will be able to do full justice to the clause of the 
province. 

In (‘onc'lusion I beg to fully endi»rsi* the view taken by 
Mr. J. N. Gupta. The Government should make s*»iiouH attempt to 
modify the Meston award as far as possible and should inijiress upon 
the Government of India the desirability of relieving the financial 
difficulties erf Bengal by substantial contributions from the Central 
Revenue. 

In this connection I cannot hut refer to unemployment problem, 
which vitally affects the welfait^ and interests of the peo|de of this 
province, and which seems to he the ultimate clause of disc'ontent 
amongst the middle class peo{de of Bengal. Hus the Government made 
any honest attempt in the present budget to tac^kle this most important 
and all engrosaing cjuestionJ' In all civilised and free countries this 
unemployment problem is given the most serious consideration by the 
anihoritiei. But her© in Bengal this is altogether neglected. Had 
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ilie Government been able to solve this problem satisfactorily then 
much of their labour in suppressing discontent in the country would 
have been saved. 

5-15 p.m. 

Dr. Sir NILRATAN 8ARKAR: Sir, it is with a feeling of great dis- 
appointment that I rise to say a few words regarding the allotment 
for the University of Calcutta, viz., the sum of Rs. 3 lakhs for next 
year. Sir, during the last 5 years the teaching departments of the 
Calcutta University in the Post-Graduate Departments are being run 
under an arrangement made with the Government for a grant of 
Its. 3 lakhs. The original idea was to have an allotment of Rs. 3 lakhs 
for 5 years but eventually it was settled that there should be a grant 
of Rs. 2,43,000 a year and a contingent grant of Rs. 57,000 out of 
any 8uri)luN that may !>« made in the Fee Department and also in the 
Law College Deiwu'tment. These five years have expired. In the 
meantime the commitments of the University have increased an 
account (»f pnunotions and provident fund contributions, and if we 
compare the deficit that we had 6 years ago with what we have to-day 
we find a difference of alwut Rs. IJ lakhs. At present, the deficit is 
Rs. 4,25,000. Before the expiry of 5 years the University approached 
the Government with the I'equest to make a final or rather a permanent 
arrangement with the University regarding grants. This was in 
accordance with a promise which we obtained from Mr. Lindsay in 
his letter dated the 10th March, 1920, in which he said that at the 
<»nd of that i>eriod of 5 years the matter Mould come under revision 
and with the experience of 5 years it should l)e possible to arrive at a 
more accurate and definite figure of the total grant which the Univer- 
sity should receive from Government. When we approached the Gov- 
ernment M'e expected that some sort of arrangement would b© made 
with us to .s<»lve the difficulty. But five months ela})sed before we 
received another coininiinicution — the original communication was 
ma<le on the June— on the 24th July. In the reply that we 

received it m’Us stated that there was no appreciable increase from 
fees, although the University had been trying their best to increase 
the fee income during the last 10 years though not with much result 
but inciiiTing great iiD{H)pularity ; but even at the risk of that ibe 
University did not flinch from doing that. At present, however, the 
University find it imjKisMible to raise the fee income. Then, Sir, we 
received another (*mnmuiiicntion on the 23rd December, in which it 
was stated that as the University did not supply all the necessary 
information to Government, no arrangements could be made. The 
thing is that these coiiltnitments and requirements have not been 
specified, nor did they relate to the commitments and requirements 
which had been found in 1926, to justify the five years’ recurring 
ftant of Rs. 2,43,000 per annum then made by Government, and the 
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whole of that letter was written of course in that idea. In another 
place, it was stated that Government felt that they would not accept 
an increase of that magnitude even for one year without fuller informa* 
tion. Now, I find that while discussing the Dacca University Bill, 
Sir Abdur Rahim laid down very different principles regarding the 
g^rant to that University. In one place, he said that the question was 
a very simple one and was only a question of principle. Did they 
want the Dacca University to be a self-governing institution entitled 
to manage its own affairs without any outside interference either from 
the Council or the Government?' In another pla<e. he said: “With 
this end, we always recommend and shall continue to recommend that 
so far as {mssible the annual treasury grant shall be given as block 
grant-in-aid of the rniversity.*’ Then, in another place he said that 
he might inform the House that they would l>e prepared to introduce 
a similar Bill for the (’alciitta University, and he addeti that in view 
of that assurance it was not o|>en to any member of the House to 
have any mi>givings on that jKiint. We had been entertaining high 
hopes that at the end of 6 years we should have a sort of pennanent 
financial arrangement by a block grant from the Government. Instead 
of that we are now requested to funiish details of our schemes and 
expenditure, and we are told to wait till Government examine our 
schemes and commitments and receipts, and. if these are found to be 
satisfactory, then we may cx|XMt some grant. Be thul as it ma\, 
the question is what we are to do now*. 

According to budget herewith we are to get Us. 3,r)7,fK)0. Gf this 
sum Hs. 1,53,1)(MI aiv grants in coniiectiuii with the Post-Graduate 
Department. It is a grant made by the (lovemment of India long 
ago and it is simply carried over to the budget every year. If we 
are to follow the prevailing practice, G(»vernment may get Its. 07,000 
from our own sii\ ings : otherwise they may pay pari or whole of it. 
But I may say that a sum of Ks. 3 lakhs will not save us from the 
present difficulty, which is due to the fact that our commitments have 
increased and there is now a clear deficit of Rs. 4,25,1X10 and there- 
fore we ask altogether for Rs. 5,25, OCX). The University have, in the 
meantime, appointed a reorganisation committee which is of course 
examining the whole situation. Its labours are not yet over and its 
report will not be out before another two or three months, when it 
will be too late for the budget. In the meantime, we do not know 
what we are to do and how we are to manage the Post-Graduate Depart- 
ment. That is the difficulty I would place before the House and the 
Hon'hle Minister for considering a way out of it. 

I would like to say a few words with regard to agricultural educa- 
tion. I am really disappointed to find that in Bengid which U prob- 
aUy the most fertile place on the face of the world, there is no provi- 
aion for the teaching of agriculture. In other provinces of India th^ 
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have got ochoolt} of agriculture connected with the University. Every- 
body known what the world is doing for the improvement of agricul^ 
ture. Here, on the other hand, in Bengal although large endowments 
have been made and £k;cepted by the authorities, the money has been 
allowed to remain idle on the plea that supplementary grants could 
not be Himred by (ioveriiment. Now thin is really a regrettable state 
of things. Ill the budget portion devoted to agriculture we find every- 
thing for vetennary, for co-operative department and so on; but as 
regards agriculture proper it is a slender figure and perhaps it is meant 
for the maintenance of one or two farms and research institutes and 
that sort of thing. What is really wanted, is a great movement for the 
teaching of agriculture in this country. We hear of the bread 
question. But in India — and particularly in Bengal — I am perfectly 
convinced that nobody wdll starve who knows scientific agriculture, 
and it is not a difficult or a highly scientific thing to have a knowledge 
of agriculture; ami it might easily lie imparted to under-graduates 
through s(‘h(Hds and colleges in Bengal and within a short time many 
(d our young men would improve with self-help, and earn their liveli- 
h<M)d to their great credit and also to the glory of their motherland. 

5-'Mi p.iii. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I find that there are still many members an^’ious 
to speak. It is much to be regretted that the House threw away 
practically uri hour yesterday. 1 feel inclined to sit up to G o’clock if it 
causes no inconvenience to Moslem memliers on ac<‘i»uiit of the Kamzan. 

(A Moslem memlier objected to sitting up to G o’clock.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT. 1 think we might (any on tor another ipiurter 
of an hour, 

TIm HOfl’Me Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I am very glad 
that Uie last speaker, Sir Xilratan Sarkar, raised the question of the 
grant to the Cliicutta University. There is an impression amongst 
some of the memliers of the Calcutta University that Government i» 
trying to avoid their responsibility with regard to the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, but I (^an assure the House that it is not so. The point at issue 
between the Calcutta University and the Government is simply this: 
In 1926, Government agreed to make a grant of Rs. 2,48,600 for five 
years and also agreed to increase the grant further if more money was 
required for meeting obligations entailed in the scheme of 1926. That 
is to say Go^^enuoftent was prepared to reconsider the whole question at 
the end of 6 years. The Calcutta University have now come forward 
with a demand for Rs. 5 lakhs without submitting any reason as to how 
they have come to that figure, as to what these schemes are and wimi 
their oommitments are. I submit. Sir, I would not be discharging mj 
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duty t4 tliw House if I were to ajrree to the demand made by the 
Calouttn HniverHity without examining it. Supposing to-day 1 agreed 
to hand over to the Calcutta University Rs. 5 lakhs, what is there to 
prevent them from coming forward after 2 years and saying: *‘0h, we 
cannot manage with this amount, please give us another Hs. 2 lakhs.’' 
And again after 3 years, they may want another Uh. lakhs. 

Sir Nilratan Sarkar has said that Sir Abdur Rahim while simking 
about the Dacca University grant said that he wanted to make it 
financially independent. That is quite true. Before the statutory' 
grant was made to the Dacca University, Government went fully into 
the question of funds that w^ould be re<iuired for running the Univer- 
sity and after having dec-ided what the figxire would l>e, pro|s>sed the 
statutory grant and it was considered only fair that the Docm T^niver- 
sity should get a certain amount of money annually without having to 
wait for the vote of the CouiuiL Similarly, before (fovemment agi-ee 
to make the grant to the Calcutta University a statutory one, I flunk 
it is only fair that tluj Calcutta University should put up their schemes 
and their commitments l)efore Government so that Government may 
know what is the total liability they would have to undertake and they 
may alno know whether the scheme, were alwolutely neces.ar^* and l>ene* 
ficial in view of the present financial position of the country. The 
question is a simple one. Government do not refuse to give a grant to 
the Calcutta University, hut all that the Government want is that the 
Calcutta University should come forward w'ith reasons in support of 
their demands. 

Sir ^’ilrntnn Sarkar also said s^miething alsmt agri(‘ultura] educa- 
tion. I would like to inform the House that the Kducatiem Depart- 
ment have got a scheme u^dually now' in o|>eration, under which 15 
teachers are Ijeing trained for 2 years at the Dacca Agricultural Farm. 
Sixty scluxds have already come in under that sidieme and have agreed 
either to pmvide land for a farm or a small garden where agricultural 
training can l>e imparted to Ims. This scheme is, I may mention, for 
all the high sc'hools. We expei’tthat at the end of 4 yeors, (JO teachers 
will be able to take up this work in various schools. As soon as these 
teachers are trained and schools come forward with the required land, 
agricultural training will l>e inipuried to the lM>yH. 

MHRAFUODIN CHAUDHUIII: Sir, it is admittedly a 
deficit budget that the Hon'ble Mr. Marr has presented before this 
House. Such is the deplorable state of finance that during the course 
of bis speech be is compelled to make the confession before the House 
Hiat the continuing revenue deficit is the most important aspect of the 
whole budget. This year a deficit of about Rs. 80 lakhs is to be made 
up from the closing balance. In the next year revenue is expected, as 
Mie Hon'ble Mr. Marr points out, to be nearly Bs. 48 lakhs lest than 
iim current year's revised estimate. 
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Police as usual has taken the lion’s share in Oie budget., Nothing 
is too great to provide for this heaven bom service all comforts even at 
the cost of lives and properties of His Majesty’s subjects. There is 
absolutely no dearth of money for the construction of quarters for 
married offic ers in the lailbasar Police compound, construction of a new 
police hospital at Jessore and matters like these. No question of deficit 
budget arises when the police is concerned. But when thousands of 
our poor countrymen are starving and falling an easy prey to various 
kinds of diseases for want of bare sustenance and loin cloth even to 
cover their shame, (lovemment would at once declare that the State 
purse is empty and they are not in a position to help the famished 
people who cry for succour. Although famine has been prevailing in 
jts acute form in some parts of the Brahmanbaria and Sadar subdivi- 
sions of the Tippera district and also in some other parts of the 
province, s|)ecially in parts of the Myniensingh distric*t adjiwent to 
Tippera, 1 find to my surprise that only a paltry sum of Rs, 66,000 
has l)een provided for the gratuitous relief in the current year, w'here- 
as a far more larger sum would hardly meet the demand of the hour. 
I am definitely informed from those who are actually in the field doing 
relief work and from other reliable sounes that the condition of the 
|>eople in affected areas is growing worse and worse day by day and 
relief is essential to protect them from utter ruin at least for another 
three months. To my amasement w’hat do I find in the current year’s 
estimate of grants for advances to the cultivators? A grand sum of 
Rs. 60, (KX) only to i-elieve the distress of this vast suffering humanity. 
I have come to learn from unimpeachable sounes that in certain areas 
such as Chuialpar union within police-station Nasimagar, Brahman- 
buria subdivision, the distressed i>eople are somehow or other living 
on the root of a kind of aquuti<' plant called Kui the eating of which 
causes vomitting tendency and ilysf)epsia. But even this too is not 
^ivailable now. The areas have worn the appearance of deserts without 
any vegetation. And over and above this the people of these areas are 
in rags hardly sufli<*ieiit to c<»ver their shame. The dismal picture that 
1 have draw n above is heart-rending and is sure to melt even the stone- 
hearted men hut the (Government is not to be daunted or moved by this. 
Recently a (Government officer took there Iff dhotis for distributiem ; 
each dhoti was torn into or 4 pieces and then distributed. The kind- 
ness the (Government has shown to their starving and adniost naked 
people is undoubtedly unparalleled in the history of all civilised Gov- 
ernments. In answer to my question yesterday the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of Revenue was pleased to state that in Brahmanbaria sub- 
division alone the area affected was H(X) square milej« and the persona 
more or less affected was 2, 50, (XX), Besides this area there are other 
jHtris of the pn»vince also where the attention of the Government is 
called for. Now may I ask the Hon’hle Member with all seriouaneea 
that 1 can (K)mmand w^hether provisions for the relief of this aitfferijig 
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liBiDailily has been adequate in the past or is likely to mitigate mtt 
a portieii of their sufferings in future? Sir, the condition of the 
people of certain areas within Tippera district that I have described 
above is not, I am told by the Member in charge of Hevenue, sufficient 
to declare it as a famine-stricken one. I fail to understand what other 
conditions are neces8ar>' to make such areas declared as famine-stricken. 

I pause for reply. Sir, I venture to state that the protection of the 
life and property of its subjects by the State in these ciieumstances are 
the first charge upon the (Government and if the State fails to discharge 
its obligation in a vital matter like this it forfeits all its claims as a 
sovereign State. Sir, the appalling havm- that famine has wrought 
upon some parts of the Presidency is more to he imagined than dea- 
tribed. It luis affected practically all sections of the j>eopIe including 
Government. The dullness of trade and industry (‘an la? attributed to 
this to some extent. Money market is growing tighter every day. All 
these are partially the effect of famine and other causes. 

In spite of a heavy deficit Imdget and general financial stringency 
the HonTde Finance Member has made a provision for jM)lice charges 
to be about Its. 5 lakhs above this year’s revised estimate, yet he 
could not see his way to make' better pwnsion for the protection and 
safety of the children of the soil who are on the verge of ruin and 
destruction. Sir, is this statesmanship? Is this humanity? 

When there is a heavy deficit budget I wonder w'hy under the 
general administration head a big sum of Ks. 6J lakhs more than the 
revised budget has been provided for this year. The transferred sub- 
jects (*ould easily l)e administered by the Members of the Executive 
Council of His Exiiellency with profit to the Govemiiient as well as 
to the people. An enonnous sum would have been saved and the 
deficit would have been redu(*ed to some extent. 

Sir, I am a new member of this Council and had no experience of 
the past to appreciate fully the budget estimate that has been presented 
before us this year and do that justice to the importance of the subject 
which it may deserve. TTnfortunately I received my copy of the 
budget estimate only yesterday and I have had hardly any time to go 
through the subject carefully so as to express ray views on the budget 
supported by (‘ompamtive figures of the previous years and <»iher 
provinces. Sir, may I suggest to the Hon’ble Finance Member that 
the copy of the budget be circulated to the members at least two we^s 
earlier than the date fixed for budget discussion? 

I must sincerely csongratulate the Hon'blc Mr. Man* for making 
a statement to the effect that the deficit is in part due to the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act. It is the provision for salami and the 
right of pre-emption granted to landholders that have stood in the way 
of all transactions relating to land and how this is extremely hard to 
all agricultural people can be well imagined* In the revenuq ^ooount 
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tli« receipts have fallen by over Be. 18 lakhs while stampa and ingratia- 
tion are resjKmsible for a decline of Us. 27 lakhs. This figrinn will 
conclusively speak for itself and the Finance Member has himeetf 
made out a strong case in favour of the amendment of the recently 
amended Bengal Tenancy Act, and 1 hope Government will not be 
slow to bring this matter before the legislature so that the hardship 
of the agricult uristH may be put an end to and the deficit in the budget 
may also be reduced. 

The Finance Member looks forward to the Government of India 
for financial relief. He has expressed his confident hope that the 
recommendations of the Simon Commission would be in the direction 
of giving much financial relief to Bengal. Perhaps in his opinion 
there is no other alternative. He has neither any suggestion nor aa{jr 
scheme to combat the deficit budget of future years. I, for myseliy 
believe that if after a close review^ of the financial position of the 
GoveiTiinent the expenses are curtailed whenever possible and if the 
ex])ected relief from the (’entral Government be received, there would 
be much surplus that may be profitably utilised in the nation-build* 
ing depaiiments of Government. 

(At this stage it being quarter to six the member had to resume 
his seat.) 


AdJuunmiMit. 

Mfi PRESIOMTS Order, older. The Council stands adjourned 
till 3 p.ni., on Monday, the 17th March, 1930, at the Town Hall, 
‘Calcutta . 
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